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THE  HOYT  FAMILY  MEETING. 


RECORD     OF    PROCEEDINGS. 

Wednesday,  June  20,  1866. 
Morning-   Session. 

The  members  of  the  Hoyt  family  met,  according  to  appointment,  in  the 
Congregational  Church,  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  who,  on  motion  of  David  W. 
Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  appointed  temporary  chairman,  with  the  secre- 
tary of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  Rev.  James  Hoyt,  of  Orange,  N.  J., 
as  temporary  secretary. 

A  Scripture  lesson,  Deuteronomy  xi.  1-21,  was  then  read  by  Rev.  James 
Hoyt,  and  the  hymn  commencing  "  O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past,"  was 
read  by  Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  and  sung  by  the  audience ;  after  which, 
Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  of  Ohio,  led  in  prayer. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, by  nomination  from  the  floor,  to  present  a  list  of  permanent 
officers ;  said  committee  to  consist  of  one  person  from  each  State  repre- 
sented. 

Committee  on  Nominations. 

Henry  Hoyt,  Massachusetts.  Dr.  John  P.  Hoyt,  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  Joseph  G.  Hoyt,  Maine.  Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  Ohio. 

William  H.  Hoyt,  Vermont.  William  C.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  Michigan. 

David  W.  Hoyt,  Rhode  Island.  James  L.  Hoyt,  Illinois. 

Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  Connecticut.  John  Hoyt,  California. 

Rev.  Philip  L.  Hoyt,  New  York.  Leopold  A.  Hoyt,  New  Brunswick. 

Rev.  James  Hoyt,  New  Jersey. 

The  temporary  secretary  being  a  member  of  the  committee  on  nomina- 
tions, Henry  E.  Hoyt,  of  Michigan,  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern.; 
and,  pending  the  report  of  that  committee,  the  time  was  occupied  in  pre- 
paring a  list  of  the  persons  present,   which  will  be  reported  hereafter. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported,  through  their  chairman,  Henry 
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Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  a  list  of  officers.  On  motion,  the  report  was 
amended  by  prefixing  to  the  list  of  vice-presidents  the  name  of  Henry 
Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  officers  were  elected,  as  follows  :  — 

President. 
Oliver  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  Connecticut 

Vice-Presidents. 

Henry  Hoyt,  Massachusetts.  Dr.  John  P.  Hoyt,  Pennsylvania. 

William  H.  Hoyt,  Vermont.  Edwin  Hoyt,  New  York. 

Hon.  Joseph-  G.  Hoyt,  Maine.  Rev.  J.  Chester  Hoyt,  New  York. 

James  A.  Hoyt,  Connecticut.  Eev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  Ohio. 

William  C.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  Michigan.  James  L.  Hoyt,  Illinois. 

Secretaries. 

Eev.  James  Hoyt,  New  Jersey.  David  W.  Hoyt,  Rhode  Island. 

Henry  E.  Hoyt,  Michigan. 

Committee  on  Programme  and  Enrollment.  —  The  Secretaries  and  Rev. 
William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford. 

The  President  elect,  Oliver  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  then  took  the  chair.  He 
said  that  the  calling  of  his  name  as  President  had  taken  him  wholly  by 
surprise.  He  was  not  prepared  with  a  set  speech,  neither  did  he  think  it 
necessary  to  say  more  than  express  his  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  him  by  selecting  him  to  preside  over  such  an  intelligent  body  of  men 
and  women  as  he  saw  before  him. 

Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  then  delivered  the  following  ad- 
dress of  welcome :  — 

Brothers,  Friends,  Cousins :  —  The  pleasant  duty  of  welcoming  you  to 
Stamford  and  to  this  family  gathering  has  been  assigned  to  me.  I  had 
designed  to  prepare  a  somewhat  elaborate  address  for  the  occasion,  but  a 
pressure  of  duties  has  not  allowed  me  to  do  so ;  and  I  am  rather  glad, 
now,  that  I  have  no  such  address.  The  time  that  we  can  be  together  is 
short,  and  the  sooner  we  lay  aside  the  stiffness  of  formal  address,  and 
speak  to  each  other  from  the  heart,  as  brothers  and  members  of  the  same 
family,  the  more  pleasant  will  be  our  meeting. 

It  seemed  to  some  of  our  tribe  that  a  family  so  old  as  ours,  —  so  numer- 
ous, and  so  widely  spread  over  the  country,  —  should  come  together, 
should  look  each  other  in  the  face,  should  talk  over  the  past,  call  up 
reminiscences,  compare  present  conditions,  and  furnish  the  materials  for  a 
history,  which  our  children  will  prize  as  among  the  best  legacies  they  can 
possibly  inherit. 

The  first  conversation  relative  to  such  a  gathering  was  held  in  this  place 
October  10,  1864,  by  Rev.  James  Hoyt,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey,  William 
Hoyt,  Esq.,  of  Stamford,  and  your  speaker. 
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Conversations  and  correspondence  followed,  the  result  of  which  was  the 
issuing  of  the  first  circular  in  May,  1865.  That  circular  was  addressed  to  all 
our  brothers  and  cousins  in  the  United  States  and  "  elsewhere,"  and  was 
signed  by 

Willliam  C.  Hoyt,  Stamford,  Conn.  James   Hoyt,  Orange,  N.  J. 

Jas.  A.  Hoyt,  Norwalk,  Conn.  F.  A.  Hoyt,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Henry  Hoyt,  Boston,  Mass.  D.  W.  Hoyt,  Providence,  R.  I. 

William  H.  Hoyt,  Burlington,  Vt.  C.  A.  Hoyt,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 

Ralph  Hoyt,  East  54th-Street,  N.  Y.  Alfred  Hoitt,  Durham,  N.  H. 

These  gentleman,  in  that  circular,  say  :  — 

The  family  roll  is  represented  in  all  the  professions.  Clergymen,  lawyers,  physicians, 
teachers,  editors,  artists,  poets,  publishers,  mechanics,  merchants,  manufacturers,  farm- 
ers, sailors,  soldiers,  legislators,  and  military  officers  hold  honorable  place  in  our 
ranks. 

We  address  ourselves  to  all  the  "  kith  and  kin  "  in  the  States,  Eastern,  Western, 
Middle  and  Southern  —  on  the  sea  and  beyond  the  sea.  Let  there  be  a  grand  rally  un- 
der our  tribal  banner ;  one  that  shall  bring  us  to  a  better  acquaintance  with  each  other ; 
one  that  shall  help  develop  our  genealogies  and  history ;  one  that  shall  indicate  our 
numbers  and  characteristics  ;  one  that  we  shall  enjoy  and  remember  as  a  family  festival ; 
one  that  we  shall  love  to  speak  of  to  our  children ;  one  that  will  be  worthy  of  a  histori- 
cal record. 

This  circular  was  sent  to  all  of  our  friends  whose  address  was  ascertained, 
and  was  printed  in  whole  or  in  part  very  generally  in  the  secular  and  re- 
ligious newspapers  of  the  land. 

The  responses  to  this  circular  were  so  numerous,  and  showed  so  much 
interest  in  the  proposed  gathering,  that,  on  Monday,  March  19,  1866,  a 
meeting  of  Hoyt  gentlemen  was  held  at  the  residence  of  Seymour  Hoyt, 
Esq.,  in  Stamford.  At  this  meeting  it  was  agreed  upon  that  the  family 
gathering  should  take  place  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  20th  and  21st 
of  June,  1866.     Stamford,  Conn.,  was  accepted  as  the  place  for  the  meeting. 

Rev.  James  Hoyt  and  myself  were  appointed  a  committee  to  issue  a 
second  circular,  inviting  the  friends  to  this  meeting,  and  to  provide  for  the 
various  exercises  of  this  occasion.  It  is  in  compliance  with  this  invitation 
that  you  are  now  met.  And  what  a  meeting  it  is  !  I  had  thought  if  there 
should  be  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  at  this  first  session,  at  the  organization, 
the  gathering  would  be  a  success.  But  here  we  are,  at  this  early  hour,  al- 
ready five  or  six  hundred  strong ! 

Of  course,  the  cousins  here,  and  the  citizens  too,  have  made  many 
inquiries  about  you.  My  correspondence  had  made  me  acquainted  with 
many  of  you.  I  knew  you  were  good  and  intelligent,  and  I  was  anxious 
to  see  you.  But  you  look  even  better  than  I  expected  !  I  like  you  —  no 
—  that  is  not  the  term  —  1  love  you  I  I  see  a  friend  in  the  gallery  taking 
notes,  and  I  must  be  a  little  careful  what  I  say,  for  I  know  he  will  tell 
what  he  hears.  But,  we  are  met  as  a  common  family,  and,  as  such,  we 
have  many  little  family  secrets.  We  may  boast  a  little  of  our  tribe,  and 
indulge  in  pleasantries  which  will  seem  to  others  foolish.  I  trust  our 
friends  who  have  come  in  to  look  at  us,  and  who  do  not  belong  to  us,  but 
whom  we  are  glad  to  have  with  us,  will  not  criticise  us  too  severely.  Now 
brothers  and  cousins,  in  the  name  of  your  brothers  and  cousins  of  Stand- 
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ford,  I  give  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  our  town.  We  think  it  is  pleasant. 
Our  fathers  lived  here  ;  and  their  graves  are  with  us.  We  welcome  you  to 
our  churches.  All  of  you  will  find  here  the  same  faith  you  profess,  ancL 
the  same  forms  that  you  observe.  We  welcome  you  to  our  homes.  These, 
for  the  time,  are  your  homes.  I  hope  you  will  find  them  such.  We  wel- 
come you  to  our  hearts,  which,  we  assure  you,  are  the  hearts  of  brothers 
and  friends. 

Henry  Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  was  then  called  upon,  and  warmly  re- 
sponded to  the  kind  remarks  of  William  C.  Hoyt. 

He  was  glad  to  come  to  this  land  of  steady  habits,  which  has  borne  so 
many  great  and  good  men,  men  of  character  and  celebrity.  He  was  now 
near  the  scene  of  the  exploits  of  Putnam,  of  revolutionary  renown,  whose 
encounter  with  the  wolf  and  other  incidents  in  his  life  had  been  read  by 
him  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  his  youthful  days.  He  was  glad  to  come  to 
Stamford  and  see  his  brothers  face  to  face.  It  was  a  way-mark  in  the 
history  of  his  life.  Since  he  had  arrive^  here  he  had  received  a  telegram 
announcing  the  approaching  death  of  a  brother,  who  had  been  lingering 
for  some  time  with  consumption,  but  his  anxiety  to  see  this  assemblage 
was  so  great  that  he  could  not  resist  the  desire  to  be  present. 

Dr.  Enos  Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  was  next  called  for,  who  promptly 
came  forward  and  spoke  for  a  few  minutes. 

He  was  glad  to  see  so  many  happy  faces.  He  was  a  physician,  and 
when  he  looked  at  the  pictures  of  vigorous  health  around  him,  he  was  re- 
minded of  Pope,  whose  deformity  had  elicited  the  remark  that  his  frame 
wanted  mending.  But  he  (the  Doctor)  saw  no  signs  that  his  services  were 
needed  in  his  professional  capacity,  to  do  any  mending  in  this  assemblage. 
He  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  excellent  arrangements  of  the  committee, 
involving  so  much  labor,  and  for  the  kind,  free,  and  ample  accommoda- 
tions of  our  Stamford  "  kith  and  kin,"  paying  a  compliment  to  the  beautiful 
village  in  which  the  gathering  was  held.  He  eulogized  Boston,  "  with  all 
its  pride  and  bigotry,"  and  said  it  was  often  called  the  "  Hub  of  Creation," 
and  if  this  were  so,  Stamford  must  be  creation  itself.  He  announced  him- 
self as  a  great-grandson  of  Benjamin  Hoyt,  who  was  a  grandson  of  the 
emigrant  ancestor,  John  Hoyt  of  Salisbury,  Massachusetts.  He  never 
knew  a  Hoyt  to  be  hung,  although  he  had  known  of  several  who  were 
punished  for  too  much  talking;  but  he  hoped  no  discipline  would  be  ap- 
plied in  his  case,  as  he  was  about  to  bring  his  remarks  to  a  close. 

Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  called  for,  and  introduced 
by  the  president  as  a  gentleman  and  soldier  who  had  served  his  country 
honorably  and  faithfully  in  her  war  for  existence.     He  spoke  as  follows  :  — . 

Cousins  and  Friends :  —  Your  call  upon  me,  just  at  this  juncture,  has  dis- 
turbed me  very  much,  having  reference  both  to  the  comfortable  ease  from 
which  you  take  me,  and  the  probable  risks  I  may  encounter  in  your  front. 
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I  had,  only  a  few  minutes  before,  reached  the  shrine  of  my  pilgrimage  and 
made  my  way  to  your  midst,  here  in  this  church.  I  had  settled  down  into 
a  very  invitingly-cushioned  seat,  and,  in  obedience  to  a  rather  Hoyty  in- 
stinct, —  "a  back  seat."  I  was  internally  congratulating  our  Reverend 
cousins,  William  C.  and  James,  that  so  much  success  had  crowned  their 
zeal  and  labor,  in  gathering  the  tribe  under  this  roof;  congratulating  you 
all  upon  your  characteristic  good  sense  and  enterprise  in  coming  together, 
and  the  manifest  joy  you  were  reaping  from  the  occasion  ;  congratulating 
myself  that  a  full  share  of  the  dividend  had  been  declared  to  me  ;  and 
feeling  very  sorry  for  the  fragmentary  balance  of  the  human  family  whose 
names  are  not  "  Hoyt." 

The  seniors  who  had  the  floor  were  doing  abundantly  well  by  us,  and  I 
regret,  for  your  sakes,  that  I  have  been  interposed  between  you  and  them. 
My  post  of  observation  of  you  was  so  situated  that  the  range  of  my  vision 
was  principally  confined  to  the  mysteries  of  '*  back-hair  "  and  waterfalls  ; 
now  that  I  have  come  forward  under  the  shadow  of  this  orthodox  pulpit 
and  see  you  face  to  face,  I  add  another  vote  to  the  majority  which  has  de- 
clared that  you  are  an  exceedingly  "  good-looking  family."  While  it  was  to 
have  been  expected,  I  confess  I  am  yet  somewhat  surprised  and  greatly 
gratified  at  this  uniformity,  or  rather  generality,  of  comely  and  well  devel- 
oped manhood  and  womanhood  among  us.  I  am  proud  of  the  honest, 
steady,  unflinching  look  of  the  faces  before  me  ;  the  pleasant  sheen  that 
glitters  from  beneath  the  eyelashes  of  our  sisters  ;  the  uprightness  and 
the  broad,  square  shoulders  of  the  brothers,  sitting  along  these  aisles.  You 
don't  look  like  people  who  need  to  apologize  for  being  here,  in  the  world. 
It  is  to  be  further  noted,  that  we  authenticate  ourselves  as  Hoyts  by  many 
well  defined  traits  of  our  mental  and  corporeal  physiognomies.  Perception, 
reverence,  and  order  are  our  strong  points  ;  1  see  their  "  development," 
all  over  the  assemblage ;  that  "  Fowler  and  Wells"  would  certify  "  the 
meeting"  I  make  no  question  ;  and  the  sun  itself  will  "justify"  us  when 
Whitney  and  Paradise  shall  have  done  with  us.  It  is  again  to  be  noted, 
that  of  about  six  hundred  supposed  to  be  present,  all  have  written  their 
names,  "  of  their  own  proper  handwriting,"  not  one  resorting  to  the 
short,  royal  form  of  "  his  x  mark."  Away  down  across  the  spurs  of  the 
Alleghanies,  where  we  live,  I  think  we  can  beat  the  average  of  this  assem- 
bly in  the  little  matter  of  big  noses.  Just  in  that  branch  of  the  family  the 
nose  is  a  great  feature.  Standing  out  as  many  of  them  do,  we  depend  some- 
what on  our  good  behavior,  and  vastly  more  on  our  strength  of  muscle, 
to  prevent  outsiders  from  pulling  them.  While  they  answer  many  of  the 
legitimate  purposes  of  noses,  we  have  not  been  much  accustomed  to  have 
them  used  "  to  be  led  by  "  or  "  to  thrust  into  other  people's  business."  A 
kind  old  uncle  of  ours  was  born  to  such  distinction,  in  this  regard,  as  to  be 
good-naturedly  likened  to  the  extinct  bird  "  Dodo,"  and  he  was  of  such  in- 
finite humor  that  he  deserves  his  niche  or  perch  in  the  family  roost,  and  I 
hereby  put  "  Uncle  Dodo"  on  the  records. 

Among  the  conclusions  to  which  a  comparison  of  notes  here  has  led  us, 
one  seems  to  be,  that  none  of  our  name  has  achieved  eminent  distinction 
among  the  great  ones  of  the  world ;  and  none  has  given  us  unpleasant  no- 
toriety among  the  base  ones  of  the  world.  If  your  chairman  has  attempted 
to  develop  any  extra  enthusiasm  by  emphasizing  his  call  upon  me  as  upon 
"  General  Hoyt,  of  Pennsylvania,"  let  me  at  once  prick  the  sides  of  any 


6  THE  HOTT  FAMILY  MEETING.  * 

vanity  in  this  regard.  I  thank  God  that  (with  legions  of  others)  I  was  en- 
abled in  a  quiet  and,  I  hope,  faithful  way,  if  obscurely,  to  serve  my  coun- 
try, "  during  the  war,"  a  part  of  the  time  as  Colonel  of  the  5  2d  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers.  (You  will  excuse  me  for  saying,  parenthetically,  that,  of 
course,  it  was  a  good  regiment.)  The  balance  of  the  title  is  a  harmless 
brevet  as  brigadier-general,  —  a  little  out  of  the  region  of  mere  "  militia 
generals,"  —  perhaps  nothing  to  have  "  sot  much  pride  onto." 

Once  for  all,  let  us  see  under  the  shadow  of  what  a  name  we  do  stand ! 
It  is  distinction  enough  for  us,  and  glory  enough  for  the  whole  "  Hoyt 
family,"  that  William  Tecumseh  Sherman  is  our  right  cousin,  that  he 
is  the  son  of  Mary  Hoyt. 

Having  come  some  distance  to  this  gathering  —  to  this  rally  under  the 
old  family  roof-tree  —  here  in  old  Connecticut,  the  traditional  land  of  tradi- 
tional habits,  long  since  baptized  "  Steady,"  I  cannot  sit  down  without  one 
word  further.  I  come  from  Pennsylvania,  strong  and  great,  the  keystone 
of  the  federal  arch ;  I  come  as  one  of  her  delegates,  as  a  "  Pennsylvania 
Dutchman,"  if  you  please,  and,  if  necessary,  to  vindicate  her  thrift,  her 
steadfastness,  and  her  institutions ;  not  in  competition  or  contrast  with 
Connecticut,  but  as  a  co-equal  and  a  co-worker  in  the  field  of  ideas,  of 
which  New  England  is  not  the  exclusive  proprietor.  "We  are  all "  Yan- 
kees," and  the  Yankee  should,  will,  and  must  dominate  the  country  and 
the  age.  These  hills  have  borne  great  crops  of  great  men,  —  which,  at  last, 
is  the  best  product,  —  men  attuned  to  the  keynote  of  our  social  structure, 
the  importance,  the  inviolability,  the  integrity  of  the  manhood  of  the  indi- 
vidual. I  am  in  entire  accord  with  all  I  have  heard  said  here  of  Connect- 
icut and  Massachusetts ;  but,  within  the  proper  limits  of  "  State  rights,"  I 
am  for  my  own  Commonwealth.  I  revere  and  love  the  solidity  of  the 
mountains,  the  men,  and  the  civilization  of  the  State  of  my  birth.  I  hold 
that  my  grandfather  did  a  "  smart "  thing,  if  he  never  did  a  great  thing ; 
to  wit,  when  he  left  Danbury,  Fairfield  County,  Connecticut,  and  went  to 
the  Wyoming  Valley,  in  Pennsylvania.  As  this  occurred  two  or  three 
quarters  of  a  century  before  my  time,  I  take  no  personal  credit  for  it ;  but 
I  am  glad  of  it.  There  are  broad  and  pleasant  fields  in  the  valley  of  the 
Susquehanna,  and  I  am  sure  they  are  quite  as  conducive  to  the  "  income 
tax "  as  the  acre  lots  of  Fairfield  County,  fenced  with  their  own  stone, 
and  plenty  "  more  of  the  same  or  a  similar  sort  left."  My  Danbury  cousins 
will  pardon  me  if  I  negative  any  intention  of  offence  by  the  equivalent  as- 
surance that  I  do  not  intend  "  to  go  back  on  "  Danbury,  nor  have  I  any 

present  purpose  of  going  back to  Danbury. 

I  hope  you  will  now  permit  me  quietly  to  take  my  seat,  upon  the  prom- 
ise that  I  will  not  again  disturb  you,  by  "  speaking  in  meeting." 

On  motion  of  William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  at 
quarter  past  twelve  o'clock,  to  meet  in  the  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  and 
in  the  evening  at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 

Henry  Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  read  a  letter  from  J.  Adolphus  Hoyt,  of 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick. 

James  Hoyt,  of  New  Jersey,  secretary  of  the  committee  of  arrangements, 
read  a  letter  from  Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  and  two  letters  from 
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Senator  John  Sherman,  of  Ohio.  These,  together  with  one  afterwards 
received  from  General  Sherman,  are  printed  in  a  later  part  of  this  report. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  J.  Chester  Hoyt,  of  Modena,  N.  Y.  it  was  voted  to 
place  these  four  letters  on  file,  with  the  records  of  this  meeting. 

"William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  announced  that  Whitfley  and  Paradise 
had  made  a  proposition  to  take  a  photograph  of  the  Hoyt  family  to-morrow 
forenoon,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  family  accept  the  proposition. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  the  family  be  extended  to  Senator  Sherman 
and  General  Sherman,  for  their  valuable  letters,  and  their  expression  of 
interest  in  our  meeting. 

Voted,  to  invite  our  friends  in  Stamford  to  attend  our  meetings,  even 
though  they  do  not  bear  the  name  of  Hoyt. 

Adjourned  at  quarter-past  twelve  o'clock,  after  singing  "Praise  God 
from  whom  all  blessings  flow." 

Afternoon  Session,  First  Day. 

Assembled,  as  by  adjournment,  at  three  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Secretary  James  Hoyt;  and 
Vice-President  William  Henry  Hoyt,  of  Vermont,  was  called  to  preside 
during  the  first  part  of  the  session. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  John  P.  Hoyt,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  voted  that  no 
speaker  should  occupy  a  longer  time  than  ten  minutes  in  addressing  the 
meeting. 

Rev.  James  Hoyt,  of  New  Jersey,  read  a  paper  entitled,  "  The  Hoyt 
Family  Traits,"  which  will  be  found,  somewhat  abridged,  appended  to  this 
report. 

The  record  of  proceedings  for  the  morning  session  was  read  and  approved. 

William  C.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  of  Michigan,  addressed  the  convention  as 
follows :  — 

On  looking  over  the  genealogical  history  of  the  Hoyt  Family,  lately 
published  by  Professor  David  W.  Hoyt,  I  could  obtain  no  information 
relating  to  the  branch  to  which  I  belong,  and  in  the  correspondence  with 
him  relating  to  the  omission,  I  could  obtain  no  light  upon  the  subject, 
except  that  he  believed  that  I  was  a  descendant  of  the  Connecticut  Hoyts, 
and  that  I  might  find  some  account  of  my  ancestors  on  the  twelfth,  thir- 
teenth, and  fourteenth  pages  of  his  history.  I  could  find  no  information 
there,  and  for  aught  I  know,  my  great-grandfather,  like  Topsy,  in  Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,  " growed" 

Perhaps  I  may  appear  to  those  who  hear  me  as  an  egotist,  and  especially 
when  I  introduce  myself  as  the  first  character  in  my  brief  sketch ;  but 
I  know  of  no  better  way  to  bring  certain  facts  before  you  than  to  com- 
mence at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and  run  upwards.  My  name  is  William 
C.  Hoyt ;  am  a  lawyer,  and  reside  in  Detroit,  in  the  State  of  Michigan ; 
am  a  married  man  without  children,  —  therefore  there  will  be  no  descendants 
from  me,  puzzling  their  brains  over  old  records,  for  the  purpose  of  tracing 
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out  their  genealogical  history.  I  have  three  brothers  and  one  sister,  of 
which  number  I  am  the  eldest.  We  believe  (I  speak  for  all)  that  we  sus- 
tain a  respectable  reputation  among  those  with  whom  we  are  acquainted. 

I  am  a  native  of  Tribes  Hill,  Montgomery  County,  State  of  New  York ; 
at  which  place  I  was  born  in  the  year  1815.  My  father,  Jonathan  Hoyt, 
was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga  County,  New  York,  in  the  year  1792. 
He  was  a  physician,  and  emigrated  with  my  mother  and  one  small  child, 
two  years  old.  to  the  town  of  Aurora,  Erie  County,  New  York.  His 
father,  my  grandfather,  named  Jonathan,  gave  him,  as  he  left  for  the  last 
time  the  parental  roof,  his  blessing  and  good  wishes,  and  that  is  all ;  with 
these  and  a  resolute  heart  he  penetrated  a  vast  wilderness,  and  reached 
the  place  of  his  destination  in  the  year  1817.  He  died  with  an  at- 
tack of  the  apoplexy,  in  November,  1850.  I  can  say  that  he  sustained 
a  good  reputation  among  his  professional  brethren,  and  those  with  whom  he 
was  acquainted.  He  was  a  friend  to  the  unfortunate  and  the  poor  man.  I 
believe  that  no  man  in  want  ever  asked  his  assistance  without  receiving  from 
his  benevolent  hand  proper  relief.  He  was  kind  to  the  poor  ;  he  understood 
his  profession,  and  had  an  extensive  practice ;  he  was  not,  in  a  scholastic 
sense  of  the  phrase,  a  learned  man,  but  possessed  that  native  sterling  com- 
mon sense,  which,  after  all,  is  above  book-learning,  or  the  learning  of  the 
schools ;  he  understood  human  nature,  and  could  easily  discern  the  diag- 
nosis of  a  disease,  and  prescribe  the  remedy.  He  was  supervisor  of  his 
town  for  eight  successive  years,  several  years  was  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  county,  and  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  Congress,  against  Fill- 
more, in  1 828.  He  rests  from  his  labors,  by  the  side  of  his  companion,  my 
mother,  in  the  village  churchyard.  He  believed  that  there  should  be 
no  distinction  in  the  grave,  that  the  haughty  monarch  and  humble  peasant 
should  lie  down  together  in  one  common  cemetery ;  and  there  sleeps  at  the 
feet  of  my  father  and  mother,  a  mulatto  girl,  once  a  servant  in  the  family. 
I  have  often  stood  by  the  stones  which  mark  the  spot  where  they  rest,  and 
parental  lessons  have  crowded  my  memory ;  the  happy  hours  of  childhood 
have  passed  as  a  vision  before  me.  I  trust  that  I  have  heeded  the  instruc- 
tions which  I  obtained  from  the  living,  and  which  vividly  appear  when  I 
look  at  their  graves. 

My  father  had  two  brothers  and  three  sisters,  all  of  whom  are  num- 
bered with  the  dead,  except  one  sister,  Mrs.  Lydia  Darrow,  who  resides  in 
Greenfield,  New  York. 

I  must  now  travel  by  the  dim  light  of  tradition.  I  wander  in  a  hazy  at- 
mosphere, with  here  and  there  a  glimmer  of  sunlight.  I  stop  on  my  jour- 
ney at  the  humble  cottage  of  my  great  grandfather,  who  resided  a  short 
time  during  the  Revolutionary  period  at  Poundridge,  Westchester  County, 
New  York.  His  name  was  Gideon  Hoyt.  I  have  now  found  the  end  of 
the  chain. 

My  great-grandfather,  at  an  early  day,  removed,  with  a  robust,  healthy 
wife  and  several  stout  sons  and  daughters,  into  Greenfield,  New  York. 
It  is  said  that  good  old  Gideon  was  inferior  in  size  and  strength  to  his  bet- 
ter half,  —  that  she  was  a  peculiar  woman,  and  somewhat  eccentric,  possess- 
ing good  common  sense,  economical,  and  consequently  a  helpmate  to  her 
meek  husband.  Undoubtedly  many  of  her  descendants  inherited  their 
physical  organization,  together  with  some  traits  of  character,  from  this  good 
woman. 
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It  is  said  that  soon  after  settling  in  Greenfield,  when  she  was  traveling 
through  a  piece  of  woods  near  her  home,  an  owl  flew  down  from  a  tree, 
perched  upon  the  old  lady's  bonnet,  and  flew  off  with  it.  While  on  the 
wing  with  this  valuable  article  of  furniture,  the  old  woman,  in  her  amaze- 
ment, exclaimed,  "Art  thou  an  angel  of  light  or  of  darkness?  If  thou 
art  an  angel  of  darkness,  get  thee  hence,  Satan,  for  I  am  none  of  thine.  I 
belong  to  Mr.  Gilbert's  church."  Whether  any  of  the  feathered  species 
now  existing  would  covet  our  modern  style  of  ladies'  bonnets,  is  more  than 
I  can  say;  and,  furthermore,  I  hope  and  believe  that  the  descendants  of 
this  good  old  lady  are  not  loyal  subjects  of  his  satanic  majesty. 

I  had  a  relative  —  I  suppose  the  brother  of  my  great-grandfather 
—  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  "  blind  Silas  Hoyt."  He  possessed 
a  remarkable  memory.  It  is  said  that  he  could  repeat  any  verse  in  the 
Bible  to  which  his  attention  was  called.  Allow  me  to  inquire  if  there  are 
here  any  of  the  relatives  or  descendants  of  "  blind  Silas  Hoyt." 

In  conclusion,  let  me  furthermore  inquire  if  there  are  here  any  more  of 
the  descendants  or  kin  of  Gideon  Hoyt.  If  there  are,  let  us  brighten  the 
chain  which  binds  us  together,  so  that  we  may,  while  living,  recognize  our 
affinity. 

Rev.  Willard  M.  Hoyt,  of  Chaumont,  N.  Y.,  addressed  the  convention, 
giving  a  partial  history  of  his  ancestry,  and  illustrating  especially  the  re- 
ligious character  of  his  branch  of  the  family. 

Rev.  J.  Chester  Hoyt,  of  Modena,  N.  Y.,  read  two  genealogical  papers, — 
one  furnished  by  himself,  and  the  other  by  Thaddeus  Hait,  of  the  same 
place. 

Wm.  C.  Hoyt,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  made  a 
brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  a  large  number  of  letters  which  had 
been  received  by  the  local  committee,  but  which  could  not  be  read  for 
want  of  time.  The  names  of  the  writers  will  be  given  in  connection  with 
the  list  of  persons  in  attendance.  One  was  from  Milo  A.  Hoyt,  Jr.,  a 
half-breed  Cherokee,  whose  wife  is  a  half-breed  Choctaw. 

Wm.  C.  Hoyt  then  further  announced  that  he  found  himself  set  down 
for  a  speech,  and  that  he  should  take  the  liberty  of  making  it  by  proxy. 
He  had  a  friend  present  who  he  knew  would  relieve  him,  and  he  needed 
no  apology  for  calling  out  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Huntington,  author  of  the  Hun- 
tington Family  Memoir,  and  now  engaged  in  completing  the  History  of 
Stamford. 

In  playful  justification  of  presuming  to  respond  to  such  a  call,  Mr. 
Huntington  gave  the  following  bit  of  Hoyt-Huntington  history  :  — 

One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  years  ago  the  twenty-second  of  last 
month,  one  of  your  bold  lieutenant  boys  of  that  military  age,  Thomas, 
grandson  of  your  first  Massachusetts  John,  took  the  liberty  which  young 
men  in  all  good  families  are  wont  to  take,  made  a  successful  incursion  into 
our  Huntington  lines,  and  took  captive  our  maidenly  Elizabeth,  great- 
granddaughter  of  my  great-grandfather's  great-grandfather  Simon.     We 
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yielded  her  up  quietly,  as  our  pledge  of  permanent  peace  between  the  two 
houses. 

In  good  time,  eleven  Huntington-Hoyts  graced  their  union.  In  still 
later  days,  fifty-three  grandchildren  did  them  no  discredit ;  and  then  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  great-grandchildren  prolonged  the  honor,  to  be  still 
increased  by  their  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  children,  making  three 
hundred  and  ten  Hoyts  who  owe  somewhat  of  the  human  that  is  in  them 
to  the  same  blood  of  which  we  Huntingtons  are  so  proud.  These  all  are 
my  cousins  as  well  as  yours ;  so  that  scarcely  an  alien  am  I  here  in  your 
family  gathering. 

But  personal  attachments,  no  less  than  family  ties,  he  continued,  may 
justify  my  response  to  your  call.  I  can  never  forget  one  of  your  name, 
my  classmate  and  bosom  friend  in  college,  the  gifted  and  scholarly,  the 
noble-hearted  and  chivalric  Joseph  Gibson,  so  long  the  popular  professor 
in  Exeter  Academy,  and  at  last  the  honored  chancellor  of  Washington 
University,  Missouri.  Prematurely  gone,  had  he  been  here  in  this  family 
greeting,  what  cheer  there  would  have  been  in  those  eloquent  tones  and 
words  !  I  may  only  stop  to  say  of  him,  that  not  the  Hoyts  only,  but  the 
world  of  letters,  of  thought  and  of  enterprise,  lost  more  than  we  shall  ever 
know  when  his  too  early  grave  closed  over  the  form  of  your  Joseph 
Gibson  Hott. 

But  professionally,  as  historian  of  a  town  notoriously  Hoyty  from  the 
beginning,  I  am  supposed  to  know  a  thing  or  two  about  your  doings  here, 
which  you  may  wish  to  know,  and  which  our  modest  cousin,  who  took  such 
liberties  just  now  with  my  name,  might  not  be  willing  to  report. 

To  begin,  then,  at  the  beginning,  begging  pardon  of  the  Nestor  of  your 
family  historians,  you  were  here  in  Stamford  in  1641.  Thomas,  whose 
name  our  local  contemporaneous  record  spells  hyoute,  with  a  little  k, 
received  at  that  date  2  acres  homelot  and  2J-  acres  woodland.  September 
9,  1656,  this  Thomas  died,  when  his  will  shows  he  had  given  to  Stamford 
five  children,  Caleb,  Ruth,  wife  of  John  Wescott,  Rebecca,  Thomas,  and 
Deborah. 

Probably,  also,  at  the  same  early  date,  Simon,  a  brother  of  Thomas, 
took  his  place  among  our  pioneers.  At  any  rate,  at  his  death,  March  7, 
1657,  he  had  given  to  the  town,  with  his  estate  of  £225,  seven  children, — 
Moses,  Joshua,  Samuel,  Benjamin,  Mrs.  Thomas  Lyon,  Mrs.  Samuel  Finch, 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  Firman,  —  making  in  these  two  families,  whom  I  suppose 
to  have  been  the  progenitors  of  your  entire  Stamford  branch,  thus  early, 
twelve  souls,  of  whom  six  transmitted  the  Hoyt  name  as  well  as  blood  to 
your  wonderfully  prosperous  and  prolific  race.  That  long  list,  of  course,  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  recite.  You  will  like  to  learn  that  our  records  for  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  years  *have  given  you  an  honorable  position, 
making  you  second  to  but  one  family,  the  interminable  Scofields,  in  num- 
bers, and  to  none,  in  social  position  and  wealth. 

Turning  to  our  revolutionary  period,  I  find  the  names  of  seventeen  of 
your  family  enrolled  in  the  patriot  army,  of  whom  one  was  the  excellent 
soldier  and  accomplished  officer,  Colonel  Joseph  Hott  ;  while  our  town 
history  recites  the  spirited  doings,  out  of  the  ranks,  of  still  others  of  your 
patriot  dead  of  that  day,  not  omitting  the  summary  castigation  which  your 
plucky  Captain  Thaddeus  administered  to  his  notorious  cow-boy  neigh- 
bor. 
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In  civil  service  I  find  on  our  list  of  selectmen  the  names  of  seventeen, 


whose  united  service  covered  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  —  one  of 
whom,  Captain  Jonathan,  served  the  town  twenty-nine  years.  Of  repre- 
sentatives in  the  State  Legislature,  you  have  supplied  ten  names,  of  whom 
the  same  Jonathan  sat  with  the  Legislature  for  sixty-four  sessions,  between 
the  years  1724  and  1766.  Three  of  your  name  have  been  town-clerks  here, 
and  for  forty-five  years  our  records  tell  of  their  faithfulness.  How  you 
hold  out  in  your  family  race  appears  quite  satisfactorily  in  the  current 
annals  of  the  town.  You  give  us  this  year  fifty-nine  voters,  about  one 
twenty-second  the  entire  vote  of  the  town,  and  you  may  believe  that  your 
kinsmen  here  will  stand  a  fair  chance  to  take  care  of  all  the  Hoyt  interests 
which  may  be  assailed. 

Our  assessment  lists  show  this  still  more  distinctly.  Last  year,  against 
the  names  of  these  sharp  managers  who  still  wear  the  family  name 
among  us,  I  find  standing  about .  one-twelfth  of  all  the  property  of  the 
town,  showing  where  a  good  deal  of  the  property  which  we,  who  are  not 
Hoyts,  don't  own,  has  gone  to.  Even  our  young  America  is  full  of  them, 
counting  on  our  school  list  last  year  not  fewer  than  sixty,  making  a  list  of 
your  minor  names  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty,  showing  pretty  con- 
clusively, Mr.  President,  that  your  tribe  in  Stamford  are  not  likely  to  die 
out  this  year  at  any  rate. 

David  W.  Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Island,  responded,  as  a  descendant  of  the 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Hoyt  to  whom  Mr.  Huntington  alluded  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  remarks,  and  called  attention  to  some  points  of  simi- 
larity in  the  early  history  of  the  Hoyts  and  Huntingtons.  The  speaker 
then  exhibited  a  genealogical  chart  which  had  been  brought  from  New 
York  City,  giving  the  pedigree  of  Gabriel  Purdy  Betts  Hoyt.  He  then, 
by  request,  read  "  A  Rhyming  Address,"  written  for  the  occasion  by  David 
Henry  White,  of  Stamford. 

After  singing  the  Doxology,  adjourned  to  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening. 

Evening  Session,  First  Day. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  the  President 
in  the  chair,  and  commenced  the  services  by  singing. 

David  W.  Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Island,  read  a  paper  relating  to  the  Early 
History  of  the  Hoyt  Name  and  Family,  which  will  be  found  appended  to 
this  report, 'slightly  abridged. 

Rev.  Ralph  Hoyt,  of  New  York  City,  was  then  introduced.  After 
an  entertaining  explanation  of  the  difficulties  of  winning  at  home, 
all  alone,  the  family  muse,  and  assuring  his  audience  that  their  greet- 
ings and  cheer  had  furnished  the  needed  inspiration,  he  read  the  following 
poem :  — 
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OUR    FAMILY    NAME 


We  sing  our  name,  but  not  to  claim 

Priority  of  others  ; 
For  they  and  we  are  from  one  tree, 

And  all  mankind  are  brothers. 
Nor  does  it  claim  to  rhyme  with  Fame, 

Yet  'tis  with  honor  blended, 
For  H  and  0,  in  Hoyt,  you  know, 

From  Honor  are  descended. 

A  noble  name  —  but  whence  it  came, 

I  know  the  merest  moiety  ; 
In  sooth,  to  me,  our  pedigree 

Seems  rather  —  "  Hoyty-toity." 
Hud  it  been  mine  to  be  the  Vine, — 

The  patriarch  Cucumber 
Whence  we  have  grown,  —  Ave  should  have 
known 

Each  other  now  by  —  number. 

A  working  name  —  for  we  can  frame 

All  sorts  of  things  together; 
A  house,  a  bark,  a  shrewd  remark, 

Or  stories  —  tough  as  leather; 
Can  make  a  law  and  pick  a  flaw, 

(But  cannot  pick  a  pocket,) 
Yet  what  is  worse,  can  write  you  verse, 

As  spiteful  as  —  a  rocket ! 

An  honest  name  —  that  in  the  game 

Of  war  is  not  —  a  Traitor; 
Nor  do  you  see  H-O-Y-T 

Spell  "  shoddy  speculator  ;  " 
Nor  lend  its  aid  to  "  tricks  of  trade," 

Nor  "  swindling  corporation," 
Nor  to  applaud  a  "  pious  fraud," 

Or  stain  a  reputation. 

A  generous  name  —  that  keeps  the  flame 

Of  friendship  brightly  burning, 
And  opes  its  doors  and  ample  stores 

To  all  the  tribe  returning 
As  we  are  here,  with  festive  cheer, 

Like  Jack  and  Jenny  Horner, 
To  tell  our  tale  and  quaff  our  ale, 

I'  the  ancient  chimney  corner. 


It  loves  romance,  and  aye,  the  glance 

Of  woman,  youth,  and  beauty, 
And  reverend  age,  but  most  the  page 

Of  Sacred  Truth  and  duty. 
In  every  Art  it  bears  a  part, 

In  every  Profession, 
And  with  the  Press  it  makes,  "  I  guess/' 

A  very  deep  "  impression." 

Brave   name  —  that    dares    the    fiercest 
cares 

That  rise  in  life's  commotion, 
Still  steering  strong  its  course  along 

The  Avorld's  tempestuous  ocean  ; 
And  knows  no  fear  if  still  it  hear 

Its  truth  and  manhood  crying, 
Uj),  Hoyt,  once  more,  and  reach  the  shore 

With  all  your  colors  flying  ! 

Where  thrice  the  clang  of  conflict  rang, 

And  liberty  was  weeping  ; 
And  valiant  men,  o'er  hill  and  glen, 

In  martial  ranks  were  sweeping ; 
Upon  the  scroll,  the  mighty  roll 

Of  battle's  bloody  story, 
We  point  with  pride  to  those  who  died 

To  give  our  name  to  glory  ! 

O'er  all  the  States,  the  Hoyts,  and  Haits, 

And  Hyatts  wide  are  spreading  ; 
And  people  say  that  every  day  — 

We  have  a  birth,  and  — wedding  ! 
Hail,  gallant  band  !     We'll  fill  the  land 

With  Freedom's  sons  and  daughters  ; 
And  Stamford  town,  of  old  renown, 

Shall  always  be  —  Head-quarters  ! 

Now  raise  the  song,  sincere  and  strong, 

For  all  our  entertainers  ! 
God  bless  the  fold,  the  young,  the  old, 

The  cottages  and  manors  ! 
Be  this  our  vow  :  United  now, 

We'll  ever  be  true-hearted, 
Until  above  we  meet  in  love, 

And  nevermore  be  parted. 


Henry  Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  farewell  address. 

Descended  from  the  Deerfield  Hoyts,  he  recounted  with  enthusiasm  the 
trials  to  which  his  ancestors  were  exposed  in  the  days  of  the  old  Indian 
wars.  lie  confirmed  what  had  been  repeatedly  claimed  by  the  speakers, 
the  earnestly  religious  and  loyal  character  of  the  name.  Tendering  his 
kinsmen  his  renewed  congratulations  on  the  success  of  this  first  family  meet- 
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ing,  he  wished  for  them  all  a  successful  life  and  a  blissful  future.  He  reluct- 
antly bade  them  an  affectionate  adieu,  to  answer  a  summons  by  telegraph 
to  the  bedside  or  funeral  service  of  his  dying  brother,  Dr.  George  Hoyt, 
late  of  Boston. 

| 
A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  change  the  hour  of  the  morning 
session  from  nine  o'clock  to  ten  o'clock,   a.  m.,  and  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed to  that  hour. 

Thursday,  June  21. 
Morning  Session,  Last  Day. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
opened  by  singing  the  hymn  commencing,  "  Before  Jehovah's  awful 
throne." 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  passed  :  — 

Resolved,  That  we  organize  ourselves  into  a  permanent  association,  and 
that  for  this  purpose  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  which  shall  report,  as 
soon  as  convenient,  a  plan  of  organization. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  under  the  above  resolution,  and 
retired  for  consultation. 

Committee  on  Plan  for  Permanent   Organization, 

Dr.  William  H.  Hoyt,  New  York.  William  C.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  Michigan. 

Dr.  Enos  Hoyt,  Massachusetts.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  Joseph  G.  Hoyt,  Maine.  William  H.  Hoyt,  Vermont. 
Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  Connecticut. 

The  records  of  the  preceding  afternoon  and  evening  were  read  and 
approved. 

Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  of  Ohio,  read  portions  of  a  paper  upon  the 
life  of  his  father,  Rev.  Ard  Hoyt,  the  missionary.  This  address  is 
printed  in  full  in  the  latter  part  of  this  report. 

Voted,  that  the  evening  session  be  held  at  Seely's  Hall,  and  that  the 
time  be  devoted  to  social  intercourse. 

Rev.  James  Hoyt,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  passed  :  — 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  favor  the  publication  of  a  complete  History  of 
the  Hoyt  Family,  including  an  account  of  the  present  meeting  and  a  roll 
of  the  Hoyts  in  attendance. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  solicit  papers  of  history  and  genealogy  from  all 
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the  branches  of  our  tribe,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Prof.  David  W. 
Hoyt,  as  material  for  the  above-named  work. 

3.  Resolved,  That  Rev.  Elijah  B.  Huntington,  of  "Stamford,  be  respect- 
fully solicited  to  contribute  to  the  work  the  statements  made  in  this  meet- 
ing yesterday,  and  any  other  historical  matter  which  may  be  pertinent, 
and  which  he  may  be  able  to  furnish. 

,  The  committee  on  permanent  organization  reported  a  plan  for  that  pur- 
pose, through  their  chairman,  Dr.  William  Henry  Hoyt,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  After  receiving  two  or  three  slight  amendments,  the  report  stood 
as  follows :  — 

Art.  1.  The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be 

The  Hoyt  Family  Union, 

of  which  all  bearing  the  name  are  members. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be,  first,  to  collect  and  publish 
facts  relating  to  the  genealogy  of  the  Hoyt  family;  and,  secondly,  to  preserve  a 
love  for  our  ancestors,  for  each  other,  for  our  country,  and  for  God. 

Art.  3.  There  shall  be  a  permanent  committee,  composed  of  one  from  each 
State  represented  at  this  meeting. 

Art.  4.  There  shall  be  auxiliary  committees  appointed  in  each  State,  who  shall 
report  to  the  permanent  committee  all  materials  contributed  to  them. 

H.  M.  Hoyt,  Secretary.  William  Henry  Hoyt,  Chairman. 

The  above  report  was  adopted,  and  a  permanent  committee  appointed, 
with  power,  to  fill  vacancies.  The  names  of  this  committee  will  appear 
hereafter. 

The  roll  of  members  in  attendance  was  read  and  corrected,  and  many 
additions  were  made. 

Rev.  Jesse  T.  Peck,  D.  D.,  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  late  of  California, 
grandson  of  Ruth  Hoyt,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  was  now  introduced,  and 
addressed  the  family. 

He  belonged  to  the  Pecks,  a  wonderfully  prolific  race,  but  never  so 
much  so  as  since  the  day  which  joined  to  theirs  the  fortunes  of  the  good 
Ruth  Hoyt.  Their  rate  since  then  had  been,  not  according  to  the  first 
rule  of  arithmetic,  nor  yet  the  third,  but  after  the  higher  law  of  geometri- 
cal progression.  Rising  from  the  humorous  tone,  the  doctor,  in  a  few 
well-considered  thoughts,  set  forth  the  appropriate  and  invaluable  use  of 
such  occasions  of  family  meeting  as  this.  They  will  somewhat  modify 
the  ultra  democratic  tendencies  of  our  country  and  age.  They  will  bind 
us  together  more  firmly,  and  we  shall  find  that  the  increased  interest  now 
arising  in  these  family  gatherings  and  histories  will  be  seen  to  have  its 
ground  in  sound  reasons. 
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Adjourned  for  a  few  moments  to  the  front  of  the  church,  that  a  photo- 
graph of  the  family  might  be  taken  by  Whitney  &  Paradise,  of  585 
Broadway,  New  York,  as  previously  arranged.  The  dimensions  of  the  pic- 
ture are  9  by  15  inches,  and  although  it  contains  about  five  hundred 
likenesses,  yet  a  majority  of  them  can  be  recognized.  Prominent  in  the 
foreground  may  be  seen  the  President,  Oliver  Hoyt,  Rev.  Dr.  Peck,  and 
others. 

After  returning  to  the  church,  the  secretary  of  the  permanent  commit- 
tee announced  the  results  of  their  deliberations.  The  following  are  the 
officers  of 

The  Hott  Family  Union. 

*     President,  Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  Stamford,  Conn. 
Secretary,  David  W.  Hoyt,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Permanent   Committee. 

Maine  —  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Hoyt,  Farmington. 
New  Hampshire  —  Aaron  B.  Hoyt,  Sandwich. 
Vermont  —  William  Henry  Hoyt,  Burlington. 
Massachusetts  —  Dr.  Enos  Hoyt,  Framingham. 
Rhode  Island  —  David  W.  Hoyt,  Providence. 
Connecticut — Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  Stamford. 
New  York  —  Dr.  William  Henry  Hoyt,  Syracuse. 
New  Jersey  —  Rev.  James  Hoyt,  Orange. 
Pennsylvania —  Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  Wilkesbarre. 
Ohio  —  Rev.  Prof.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  Oberlin. 
Indiana  —  Prof.  Benjamin  T.  Hoyt,  Greencastle. 
Illinois — James  L.  Hoyt,  Woodstock. 
Michigan  —  William  C.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  Detroit. 
Wisconsin  —  John  W.  Hoyt,  Madison. 
Minnesota  —  Gould  R.  Hoyt,  Lake  City. 
Iowa  —  Charles  Hoyt,  South  English. 
Tennessee  —  Rev.  Prof.  James  W.  Hoyt,  Nashville. 
California  —  Ira  G.  Hoitt,  San  Francisco. 
New  Brunswick  —  Leopold  A.  Hoyt,  Hillsborough. 
Nova  Scotia  —  Jesse  Hoyt,  New  Glasgow. 

Publication  Committee.  —  David  W.  Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Island ;  Rev.  James 
Hoyt,  of  New  Jersey ;  Rev.  Williain  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  Conn. 

The  permanent  committee  accepted  the  Hoyt  Family  History,  published 
by  the  secretary  in  1857,  as  the  basis  of  the  work  to  be  issued  by  the 
Union. 

They  committed  the  appointment  of  auxiliary  committees  and  the  collec- 
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tion  of  information  in  each  State  to  the  member  of  the  permanent  com- 
mittee from  that  State,  and  directed  that  he  should  report  to  the  secretary 
all  matter  relating  to  the  history  of  the  family,  and  to  Rev.  James  Hoyt, 
of  Orange,  N.  J.,  all  subscriptions  to  the  proposed  work. 

They  directed  the  secretary  to  prepare  a  circular  with  blank  forms  to  be 
used  by  the  committee  in  collecting  information. 

They  recommended  that  another  family  meeting  be  held,  the  time  and 
place  to  be  determined  hereafter. 

The  secretary  requested  that  each  member  of  the  family  should  write 
his  name  and  address  on  the  back  of  the  ticket  used  for  admission  to  the 
ball  where  the  collation  was  to  be  given. 

After  the  above  announcements  by  the  permanent  committee,  it  was 
voted  that  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  be  published  in 
pamphlet  form.  Various  propositions  were  made  in  regard  to  raising  the 
necessary  means ;  but  the  whole  matter  was  finally  referred  to  the  publica- 
tion committee.  They  appointed  Rev.  J.  Chester  Hoyt,  of  Modena,  N.  Y., 
and  Leopold  A.  Hoyt,  of  New  Brunswick,  to  pass  around  the  hall  and 
obtain  contributions  for  that  purpose  during  the  collation.  These  gentle- 
men attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  passed  to  the  committee 
$103.25  thus  collected. 

On  motion  of  David  ~W.  Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Island,  the  following  resolution 
was  heartily  and  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  the  members  of 
our  family  in  this  place  who  have  so  generously  provided  for  our  comfort, 
to  the  citizens  of  this  town  for  the  hospitalities  so  freely  tendered  us,  and 
to  the  churches  of  this  place  which  have  offered  us  the  free  use  of  their 
places  of  worship. 

The  following  was  also  unanimously  adopted :  — 

Resolved,  That  we  acknowledge  ourselves  deeply  indebted  to  those  gen- 
tlemen composing  the  committee  who  have  for  the  past  year  devoted  so 
much  of  their  valuable  time  to  making  arrangements  necessary  for  this 
happy  and  joyous  gathering  of  the  members  of  our  tribe. 

Adjourned  to  Seely's  Hall,  to  partake  of  a  collation  provided  by  the 
Stamford  Hoyts,  and  enlivened  with  music  by  the  Stamford  Band.  About 
five  hundred  members  of  the  family  were  seated  at  the  tables  and  did 
ample  justice  to  the  substantial  food  and  delicacies  of  the  season  which 
had  been  provided  in  such  variety  and  abundance  by  an  unsparing  hand. 

On  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  other  engagements,  no 
speeches  were  made  till  evening. 
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During  the  afternoon,  Whitney  &  Paradise  photographed  the  residence 
of  Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  on  Noroton  Hill,  with  some  eighty  or  ninety  members 
of  the  family  assembled  on  the  lawn  in  the  foreground.  Two  negatives 
were  obtained,  of  the  same  size  as  the  one  taken  at  the  church ;  but  the 
location  and  light  being  much  better,  most  of  the  likenesses  are  more 
perfect,  furnishing  good  photographs  of  many  prominent  members  of  the 
family.  A  portion  of  the  company  then  repaired  to  the  residence  of 
Oliver  Hoyt,  where  another  photograph  was  taken. 

Evening  Session,  Last  Day. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  family  was  held  in  Seely's  Hall,  with  the  settees 
arranged  for  free  circulation  and  private  chatting,  if  the  members  desired. 

Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  of  Ohio,  being  called  upon  by  the  President  for 
a  speech,  related  an  amusing  anecdote  of  riding  to  one  of  his  appointments 
on  a  horse,  which  he  afterwards  learned  had  been  trained  to  the  race- 
course. 

Being  overtaken  by  a  company  of  rowdies  mounted  and  on  their  way  to 
a  horse-race,  he  was  compelled  to  fall  into  line,  "  hail  fellows  well  met," 
and  to  continue  his  ride  with  them  full  speed  for  some  time  before  he  could 
rein  in  his  horse  sufficiently  to  dismount,  winning  the  highest  compliments 
of  the  jolly  roughs,  and  cutting  a  figure  not  very  consistent  with  minis- 
terial dignity.     He  then  gave  the  following  sentiment :  — 

"  The  members  of  the  Hoyt  Family  — While  traveling  on  the  high  road 
of  virtue,  with  their  faces  Zion-ward,  may  they  ever  be  careful  not  to  let 
the  animal  carry  them  aside  into  the  race-paths  of  the  world." 

Leopold  A.  Hoyt,  of  New  Brunswick,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
Hoyts  who  emigrated  to  that  province  during  the  revolutionary  period, 
greeted  the  Hoyts  of  the  States,  in  the  name  of  their  kindred  in  the  Prov- 
inces. He  referred  to  the  emigration  of  the  Hoyts  to  New  Brunswick, 
and  spoke  of  the  character  and  traits  of  that  branch  of  the  family,  repre- 
senting them  to  be  high-toned,  honorable,  and  Christian  people. 

Notice  was  here  given  that  Rev.  James  Hoyt  would  receive  the 
names  of  those  wishing  a  copy  of  the  work  soon  to  be  published,  giving 
the  genealogical  history  of  the  family. 

Rev.  Luther  W.  Peck,  of  Pennsylvania,  nephew  of  the  Dr.  Peck  who 
had  previously  spoken,  heartily  congratulated  the  family  on  the  auspicious 
circumstances  of  the  meeting,  when  the  national  flag  is  again  floating  in 
honor  everywhere,  and  alluded  in  glowing  terms  to  the  military  and  civil 
qualities  of  our  Shermans. 

Dr.  William  H.  Hoyt,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  called  for  and  made  a  few 
remarks,  alluding  to  the  presence  of  his  venerable  father,  Caleb  Hoyt,  of 
Salina,  N.  Y.,  who  is  over  ninety  years  of  age. 
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Rev.  Samuel  P.  Halsey,  of  Stamford,  was  then  called  out  and  read  the 
following  "  jingle  " :  — 

"  The  Hoyts  are  coming  ! "  was  the  sound  we  heard ; 
For  the  Hoyts  make  room  at  the  family  board ; 
From  the  North  and  South,  from  the  West  and  East, 
They  are  coming  up  to  the  joyous  feast. 

The  Hoyts  have  come,  hut  how  little  we  knew 
The  size  of  the  tree  where  the  family  grew ; 
But  catching  a  glimpse  of  the  big  and  the  little, 
We  lighted  the  fire  and  put  on  the  "  kittle." 

They  are  here  of  all  sizes,  the  fat  and  the  lean, 
The  fathers  and  mothers,  the  ripe  and  the  green, 
The  boys  and  the  maidens,  the  babies  came  too, 
To  see  what  the  Hoyts  were  intending  to  do. 

A  Hoyt  "  all  over  "  *  was  called  to  the  chair, 
And  helped  in  his  labors  by  smiles  of  the  fair, 
While  others  were  ordered  their  titles  to  prove 
To  a  right  in  the  kinship,  or  "  pack  up  and  move." 

And  while  some  could  prove  by  their  generous  weight, 
That  they  were  descendants  of  Simon  the  Great, 
Some  others  appeared,  as  proud  as  the  best, 
And  claimed  their  descent  from  Walter  the  Blest. 

But  while  some  are  great  in  physical  gifts, 
And  some  with  their  "  tin  "  have  made  glorious  shifts, 
The  fair  ones  come  forward  and  boldly  declare, 
The  smaller  the  bundles,  the  richer  they  are. 

The  young  men,  impressed  with  such  pointed  remarks, 

Believe  they  are  truth,  and  fly  off  into  sparks, 

Until  the  sparks  catch,  and  the  flames  brightly  glow, 

When  their  questions  are  "  popped,"  and  are  answered,  "  Just  so." 

Thus  the  Hoyts  in  their  lives  have  been  spending  their  time 
In  spreading  the  fruits  of  their  family  vine, 
Until  we  to-day  are  permitted  to  view 
Our  town  overrun,  not  by  all,  but  a  few. 

And  when  we  perceive  a  face  that  is  new, 
We  boldly  step  forth,  with  "  Mr.  Hoyt,  how  d'ye  do  ?  " 
For  we  know  there  can  be  no  chance  for  mistake, 
When  so  many  have  come  of  the  feast  to  partake. 

Here  cousins  can  kiss  without  any  harm, 
As  the  poison  is  deadened  by  a  family  charm ; 
And  while  strangers  dare  not  their  aid  to  intrude, 
I  know  they  all  wish  they  belonged  to  the  "  brood." 

*  Oliver  Hoyt. 
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The  danger  now  is,  as  our  citizens  fear, 

That  their  names  will  sound  so  lonely  and  queer, 

That  they  will  desire,  at  the  next  Legislature, 

To  apply  for  a  change  in  their  name  and  their  nature. 

If  old  fathers  Simon  and  Walter  could  come 
And  see  their  descendants  so  crowded  for  room, 
I  think  they  would  feel  as  they  ne'er  felt  before, 
And  rejoice  in  the  fruit  that  went  out  from  their  door. 

But  while  in  the  church  our  friends  were  quite  staid, 
And  listened  to  all  that  was  pleasantly  said, 
We  learned  at  the  feast  that  when  they  are  free, 
They  still  know  the  meaning  of  "  hoity-toity." 

The  aged  were  joyous,  the  young  full  of  glee, 
The  mothers  all  proud  of  their  no-bil-i-ty ; 
While  he  who  presided  'mid  knife  and  fork  din, 
Commanded  us  all  to  "  deploy  and  go  in  !  " 

His  command  was  well  heeded,  and  the  victory  won, 
While  the  flag  of  the  Hoyts  now  welcomes  the  sun, 
And  the  sturdy  young  braves  whom  we  saw  in  the  van 

Are  all  for  the  union,  but  not  to  a  man. 

We  rejoice  in  their  pluck ;  we  honor  their  choice, 
And  bid  them  God-speed  with  unanimous  voice, 
And  trust  that  when  next  they  shall  visit  our  town, 
They  may  all  be  united,  and  that  to  a  "  gown.'* 

But  as  they  depart  from  this  family  scene, 
May  thtey  often  revert  to  this  spot  so  green, 
And  think  of  the  pleasures  these  hours  have  given, 
Which  speak  of  re-union  with  dear  ones  in  Heaven. 

And  should  you  again  need  a  pleasant  retreat, 

Where  as  brothers  and  cousins  you  securely  may  meet, 

We  trust  you'll  remember  our  beautiful  town, 

And  with  Hoyt  as  your  motto,  "  dress  up  and  come  down." 

We  hope,  as  time  passes,  our  town  to  enlarge, 
And  trust  we'll  be  able,  and  that  without  charge, 
To  welcome  you  all,  unless  greatly  increased, 
To  our  beautiful  homes  and  a  glorious  feast. 

But  should  this  be  the  last  of  your  meetings  below, 
Remember  that  bourn  whither  all  must  soon  go, 
And  strive  so  to  live  that  in  heaven  above 
You  may  all  be  encircled  with  a  halo  of  love. 

David  W.  Hoyt,  of  Khode  Island,  stated  that  by  attending  this  gather- 
ing lie  had  gained  a  much  better  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  im- 
posed upon  him, —  that  of  preparing  a  family  history.  By  request  he 
read  some  lines  written  by  David  Henry  White,  of  Stamford,  intended  as 
a  play  upon  words,  in  which  thirty  words  and  phrases  are  made  to  rhyme 
with  Hoyt, 


20  THE    HOYT    FAMILY   MEETING. 

Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  addressed  the  meeting,     - 

He  knew  that  he  but  expressed  the  common  sentiment,  regret  that  we 
must  now  separate,  when  we  have  scarcely  got  our  names  and  faces  asso- 
ciated, and  just  as  our  new  acquaintance  is  ripening  into  true  respect  and 
love.  We  shall  go  hence  better  men  and  women,  now  that  we  have 
organized  this  family  savings-bank,  into  which  each  can  deposit  his  con- 
tribution to  the  aggregate  integrity  and  honor  of  the  tribe.  The  family  is 
now  upon  a  firm  and  reliable  footing,  right  side  up,  the  pyramid  not  "  little 
end  down."  Our  foundations  are  laid  wide  and  deep.  The  shout  of 
our  victory  and  success  is  borne  to  us  from  all  quarters.  From  the  figures 
he  had  heard  mentioned,  he  concluded  that  the  family  are  doing  their 
full  share  with  the  "  revenue  collector."  The  speaker  referred  to  the 
sturdy  character  of  his  own  ancestry,  and  some  early  incidents  in  the 
settlement  of  the  "Wyoming  Valley,  now  famous  in  story  and  in  song. 
He  should  leave  the  hall  in  the  full  belief  that  the  family  has  an  an- 
cestry worth  imitating,  and  a  history  worth  studying  —  a  past  to  preserve, 
a  present  to  cherish  and  improve,  and  a  future  to  adorn.  He  then  spoke 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  generous  hospitality  of  the  Stamford  Hoyts, 
and  closed  with  the  following  sentiment :  — 

"  The  long  life,  health,  and  continued  prosperity  of  our  broad-shouldered, 
broad-gauged  cousins  in  Stamford." 

Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  was  called  upon  and  responded  in 
some  very  happy  remarks  to  the  sentiment  of  the  last  speaker. 

He  briefly  showed  how  the  family  had  done  well  in  the  varied  positions 
occupied  by  them,  and  were  fairly  entitled  to  so  much  greatness  as  such 
performance  of  duty  implies.  He  closed  by  tendering  in  behalf  of  the 
Hoyts  of  Stamford,  "  a  vote  of  thanks  to  all  the  Hoyt  cousins  that  have 
come  to  see  us." 

Oliver  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  was  not  allowed  to  enjoy  longer  the  honor  of 
presiding  over  this  gathering  of  the  tribe  without  making  a  speech  himself. 
He  therefore  set  forth  the  claims  of  the  family  in  general,  but  spoke  more 
particularly  for  the  Hoyts  of  Connecticut. 

James  A.  Hoyt,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  made  some  remarks,  and 
closed  with  the  following  sentiment  •:  — 

"  The  village  of  Stamford  —  beautiful  for  situation,  but  more  beautiful 
for  its  kindness,  courtesy,  and  generous  and  large-hearted  hospitality." 

Eev.  J.  Chester  Hoyt,  of  Modena,  N.  Y.,  and  Dr.  Ezra  P.  Hoyt,  of 
New  York  City,  each  made  a  short  address. 

After  singing  the  Doxology,  the  meeting  was  closed  with  the  Benedic- 
tion, pronounced  by  the  venerable  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  of  Ohio. 

James  Hoyt,         }  OLIVER  HOYT,  President. 

Henry  E.  Hoyt,  >■  Secretaries. 
David  W.  Hoyt,) 
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Amasa  L.  Hoyt,  " 

John  B.  Hoyt,  Masonville. 

Amasa  J.  Hoyt,  Coventry. 

J.  K.  Lulle,  Morris. 

Mrs.  Harriet  H.  Lulle,  " 

John  F.  Hyatt,  Utica. 

Dr.  William  Henry  Hoyt,  Syracuse. 
Harmon  H.  Hoyt,  " 

Thomas  B.  Hoyt,  " 

Caleb  Hoyt,  Salina. 

Mrs.  Orpha  Wilson,  " 

Charles  W.  Hoyt,  Lafayette. 

David  H.  Hoyt,  Cicero. 

Daniel  Bloyt,  Sennett. 

Mrs.  Polly  Ann  Hoyt,  " 

Sanford  P.  Hoyt, 
Chauncey  Hoyt,  " 

Nehemiah  Hoyt,  Auburn. 

Stephen  C.  Hoyt,  " 

Mrs.  Betsey  A.  Hoyt,  " 

Rev.  Willard  M.  Hoyt,     Chaumont. 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Hoyt,  " 

S.  S.  Hoyt,  Carthage. 

Mrs.  Mary  C.  Hoyt,  " 

Col.  Benj.  L.  Hoyt,         Penn  Yan. 
Mrs.  Amanda  F.  Hoyt,  " 

Julius  Hoyt,  Wellsville. 

Culver  P.  Chamberlain,  Buffalo. 

Mrs.  Har.  (Hoyt)  Chamberlain,  " 
J.  D.  Hoyt  Chamberlain,  " 

Joel  I.  Hoyt,  Jamestown. 

Mrs.  Joel  I.  Hoyt,  " 


NEW   JERSEY. 


Rev.  James  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  Frances  L.  Hoyt, 

Walter  L.  Hoyt, 

Frank  C.  Hoyt, 

Edwin  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  Maria  Hoyt, 

Amaryllis  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Hoyt)  Jeroloman, 

Mrs.  Mann, 


Orange. 


Newark. 


S.  W.  Hoyt, 
John  0.  Hoyt, 
Mrs.  Eliza  M.  Hoyt, 
Silas  Davenport, 
Timothy  Hoyt,  • 
Mrs.  Emma  L.  Hoyt, 
Martha  E.  Hoyt, 
Edward  N.  Hoyt, 


Jersey  City. 
Elizabeth. 


Manamuskin. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Frederic  A.  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  F.  A.  Hoyt, 

Henry  T.  Hovt, 

Mrs.  H.  T.  Hoyt, 

Daniel  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  (Hoyt)  Meyer, 


Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt, 
Henry  M.  Hoyt,  jr. 
Dr.  John  P.  Hoyt, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Hoyt, 
Rev.  Luther  W.  Peck, 


Wilkesbarre. 

M 

Lumber  City. 
<( 

Hydepark. 
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OHIO. 
Rev.  Prof.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,      Oberlin.    |  Colgate  Hoyt,      Cleveland. 


MICHIGAN. 


William  C.  Hoyt,  Detroit. 

Mrs.  William  C.  Hoyt, 


Henrv  E.  Hoyt,      Kalamazoo. 
Mrs.  Mary  M.  Hoyt,        " 


ILLINOIS. 

James  L.  Hoyt,         Woodstock.  Otis  Hoyt,  Elgin. 


John  Hoyt, 


Connecticut, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Vermont, 

New  Hampshire, 

Maine, 

New  Brunswick, 


CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco.  Jane  P.  Hoyt,        San  Francisco. 

SUMMARY. 
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24 
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7 

.     1 

1 

.     1 

"329 


New  York, 160 

New  Jersey, 17 

Pennsylvania,  .        .         .         .11 

Ohio, 2 

Michigan, 4 

Illinois, 2 

California, 2 

198 


Whole  Number  in  Attendance, 
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LETTERS  FROM  MEMBERS  NOT  PRESENT. 

The  following  members  of  the  family  expressed  to  the  committee  an  in- 
terest in  the  meeting,  and  a  desire  to  be  present ;  but  other  engagements, 
distance,  or  ill  health  prevented  their  attending.  Many  of  them  contrib- 
uted letters  and  valuable  papers  which  there  was  not  time  to  read  at  the 
meeting,  but  which  are  preserved  with  the  papers  of  The  Hoyt  Family 
Union. 


John  W.  Hoyt,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Col.  Albert  H.  Hoyt,  Boston,  Mass. 

Elizabeth  G.  Hoyt,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Arthur  W.  Hoyt,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Charles  N.  Hoyt,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Fowler  W.  Hoyt,  Manchester,  Vt. 

E.  Huntington  Hoyt,  New  Haven,  Vt. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Meacham,  New  Haven,  Vt. 

Hon.  Romeo  H.  Hoyt,  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

Alfred  Hoitt,  Durham,  N.  H. 

Jesse  Hoyt,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S. 

J.  Adolphus  Hoyt,  St.  John,  N.  B. 

Theo.  P.  Hyatt,  New  York  City. 

L.  Hoyt, 

G.  P.  B.  Hoyt, 

H.  W.  R.  Hoyt,        " 

Mrs.  Mary  Hoyt,       "  " 

Samuel  A.  Hayt,  Fishkill,  N.Y. 

Israel  A.  Haight,  Chappaqua,  N.  Y. 


Thaddeus  Hait,  Modena,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Zerah  T.  Hoyt,  West  Greenfield,  N.Y. 

Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

William  D.  Hoyt,  Middleport,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Hoyt,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

A.  K.  Hoyt,  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Charles  A.  Hoyt,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

Lewis  Hoyt,  Medina,  N.  Y. 

John  H.  Hoyt,  Elba,  N.  Y. 

William  Barker  Hoyt,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Alfred  Hoyt,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Jane  Hoyt,  Wright's  Corners,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  O.  Hoyt,  Salina,  N.  Y. 

Clark  Hoyt,  Seneca  River,  N.  Y. 

E.  B.  Hoyt,  Cambridge,  N.  Y. 

William  H.  Hoyt,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

J.  Hoit  Emery,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

C.  C.  Howell,  jr.,  Danby,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Warren  Mayo,  Danby,  N.  Y. 
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Wills  Clift,  Skaneateles,  N.  Y. 
Margaret  E.  Hoyt,  Clinton,  N.  J. 
Nelson  D.  Hoyt,  jr.,  Easton,  Penn. 
Theo.  C.  Hoyt,  Penfield,  Penn. 
Mrs.  M.(Hoit)  Brooks,  Orcutt  Creek,  Penn. 
George  Wood,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Senator  John  Sherman,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Eeese,  Lancaster,  Ohio. 
Rev.  Prof.  F.  S.  Hoyt,  Delaware,  Ohio. 
Ichabod  B.  Hoyt,  North  Fairfield,  Ohio. 
Agur  B.  Hoyt,  Norwalk,  Ohio. 
Simeon  Hoyt,  Birmingham,  Ohio. 
Augustus  Hoyt,  New  London,  Ohio. 
Uriah  Hoyt,  Chester,  Ohio. 
Edward  Hayt,  Covington,  Ky. 
Mary  S.  Hoyt,  Lexington,  Ky. 


Rev.  Prof.  Jas.  W.  Hoyt,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Prof.  Benj.  T.  Hoyt,  Greencastle,  Ind. 
Oliver  S.  Hiatt,  Annapolis,  Ind. 
William  R.  Hoyt,  Pulaski,  111 
Unas  Hoyt,  Forest  Station,  III. 
Albert  Hoyt,  Saparia,  111. 
G.  T.  Hitchcock,  Canton,  111. 
Rev.  James  S.  Hoyt,  Port  Huron,  Mich. 
Charles  Hoyt,  South  English,  Iowa. 
S.  R.  J.  Hoyt,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Gould  R.  Hoyt,  Lake  City,  Min. 
Benjamin  F.  Hoyt,  St.  Paul,  Min. 
Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Milo  A.  Hoyt,  jr.,  Choctaw  Nation,  Ind.  T. 
William  Henry  Hoyt,  Sacramento,  Cal. 
John  P.  Hoyt,  Sacramento,  Cal. 


Rev.  Ova  P.  Hoyt,  D.  D.,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  plan  of  the  gathering,  and  corresponded  with  the  committee  on  the 
subject ;  but  he  was  taken  away  by  death  some  months  before  the  meeting 
was  held. 

THE    OLDEST   MEMBER   PRESENT. 

The  oldest  person  present  at  the  meeting,  if  not  the  oldest  member  of 
the  family  now  living,  is  Caleb  Hoyt.  He  was  born  in  New  Canaan, 
Conn.,  over  ninety  years  ago  ;  but  now  lives  in  Salina,  N.  Y. 

From  a  notice  in  the  "  Onondaga  Standard/'  we  learn  that  he  supervised 
the  construction  of  the  first  "  cotton  gin,"  invented  by  Eli  Whitney,  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  also  superintended  the  manufacture  of  arms  at 
Whitney's  armory  about  the  year  1800.  He  also  aided  in  constructing  the 
"  Tide  Mill  and  Dam  "  at  Stamford,  Conn.  At  that  time  he  was  a  co- 
worker of  Robert  Fulton  in  constructing  the  machinery  and  putting  it 
into  the  mill.  In  January,  1800,  he  attended  the  funeral  ceremonies  of 
George  Washington,  at  Aurora,  and  in  1865  he  attended  those  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  at  Syracuse.  He  was  born  a  British  subject,  was  cradled 
in  the  Revolution  in  1776,  was  a  soldier  in  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  nation  in  its  struggle  to  suppress 
the  colossal  Rebellion  of  1861.  He  has  lived  the  life  of  the  Republic, 
seen  its  infantile  struggles,  its  vigorous  youth,  and  its  matured  strength. 
He  is  hale  and  active,  with  nearly  as  fair  a  prospect  of  living  a  centu- 
ry as  he  had  of  reaching  ninety  years.  May  God  bless  and  preserve  him 
still,  as  few  last  so  long  in  the  race  of  life. 


PUBLICATION    FUND. 


During  the  meeting  at  Stamford  it  was  proposed  to  raise,  by  subscrip- 
tions from  the  more  wealthy  members  of  the  family,  a  fund  of  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars,  to  secure  "  the  preparation  and  publication  of  a  History 
of  the  Hoyt  Family,  by  David  W.  Hoyt  of  Rhode  Island."  Liberal  sums 
were  at  once  pledged  by  Edwin  Hoyt,  of  the  firm  of  Hoyt,  Spragues, 
&  Co.,  and  by  Hoyt  Brothers,  of  New  York  City,  and  others.  Rev. 
James  Hoyt,  Orange,  N.  J., 'was  made  the  agent  of  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee for  this  subscription,  as  well  as  for  subscriptions  for  the  book  itself. 
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LETTERS  FROM  GENERAL  SHERMAN. 

Head  Quarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
St.  Louis,  Mo..  Sept.  2,  1865. 

Rev.  James  Hoyt,  Orange,  New  Jersey :  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  Yours  of  Aug.  29,  with  enclosures,  is  received.  I  cannot 
now  promise  to  come  to  the  meeting  of  the  Hoyts,  but  admit  I  feel  an  in- 
terest in  the  event.     I  give  you  some  of  the  data  of  our  immediate  family. 

My  father,  Chas.  R.  Sherman,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  and  migrated  to 
Ohio  in  1810. 

My  mother,  Mary  Hoyt,  was  also  born  in  Norwalk,  and  came  to  Ohio  in 
1811.     She  was  sister  to  James  I.  and  Charles  Hoyt,  of  New  York  City. 

The  family  embraced  eleven  children : 

1.  Charles  Taylor  Sherman,  now  resides  at  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth  Sherman,  now  Mrs.  Reese,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio. 

3.  James  Sherman,  died  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1864. 

4.  Amelia  Sherman,  married  to  Robert  McComb,  Esq.,  died  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  in  1863. 

5.  Julia  Sherman,  married  to  John  G.  Willock,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  died  in  1841. 

6.  Wrn.  Tecumseh  Sherman,  now  Major  General  U.  S.  Army,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

7.  Lampson  Parker  Sherman,  now  living  at  Des  Moines  City,  Iowa. 

8.  John  Sherman,  U.  S.  Senator,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

9.  Susan  Sherman,  now  the  wife  of  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Bartley,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

10.  Hoyt  Sherman,  now  living  at  Des  Moines  City,  Iowa. 

11.  Frances  Beecher  Sherman,  now  wife  of  Colonel  Charles  W.  Moul- 
ton,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  , 

If  you  feel  further  interest  in  these  matters,  John  Sherman  is  the  best 
to  give  you  items.  I  have  been  such  a  wanderer  that  I  have  not  kept  well 
posted,  even  in  family  matters,  near  home. 

I  am,  &c. 

W.  T.  Sherman,  Maj.  Gen, 


Head  Quarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  23, 1866. 

James  Hoyt  \  Q  N     j         .  __ 

William  C.  Hoyt,  j  *  '  * 

Dear  Sirs,  —  On  my  return  home  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  received 
your  kind  note  of  May  15,  inviting  me  to  the  family  meeting  of  the  Hoyt 
family  at  Stamford,  Conn.,  on  the  20th  and  21st  inst.  Of  course  that  is  now 
impossible.  I  will  be  in  Norwalk,  some  time  about  the  12th  of  July, 
en  route  to  Dartmouth,  N.  H.,  to  attend  the  graduating  exercises  of  my 
nephew,  Henry  Sherman  ;  but  that  will  be  too  late,  and  even  then  I  will  be 
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pressed  for  time,  and  must  hurry  a  good  deal  to  get  back  in  time  to  make  a 
visit  to  some  of  our  military  posts  along  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Though  the  war  is  over,  our  labors  are  far  from  an  end.  To  do  justice 
to  my  present  command,  I  will  have  to  make  marches  every  year  greater 
in  extent  than  any  during  the  war,  though  with  less  number  of  followers, 
and  not  likely  to  attract  so  much  public  notice. 

Of  course  we  bear  in  great  reverence  the  name  of  our  mother,  and  are 
gratified  to  see  that  you  cherish  it,  and  labor  to  do  it  honor.  '  It  may  be  at 
some  future  time  I  may  be  able  to  share  in  these  labors,  and  should  the  op- 
portunity present  itself,  you  may  be  assured  that  I  will  seize  it  with  pride 
and  pleasure. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kind  manner  of  your  invitation,  and  assuring  you 
of  my  great  respect  and  affection, 

I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman,  Maj.  Gen. 


LETTERS  FROM   SENATOR   SHERMAN. 

Mansfield,  Ohio,  Oct.  11,  1865. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Your  note  of  the  19th  ult.  was  received  when  I  was 
much  engaged  in  the  canvass. 

I  think  your  project  of  collecting  together  the  living  members  of  the 
Hoyt  family  is  a  good  one.  You  can  in  this  way  collect  and  preserve 
many  historical  incidents  of  interest  to  each  member  of  the  connexion. 
It  will  give  me  pleasure,  if  possible,  to  meet  with  you  at  the  time  proposed, 
and  in  this  hope  Gen.  Sherman  joins  me. 

My  mother  was  Mary  Hoyt,  of  Norwalk,  Conn.     Her  brother,  Charles 

Hoyt,  is  still  living  there.     His  son,  Br,evet  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Hoyt,  is  now 

on  duty  at  Detroit,  and  can  give  you  particulars   of  his  branch  of  the 

family.  Very  truly  yours, 

John  Sherman. 
Eev.  James  Hoyt. 


United  States  Senate  Chamber, 

Washington,  May  20,  1866. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Your  kind  note  of  the  15th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  attend 
"  the  gathering  of  the  Hoyt  family"  to  be  held  at  Stamford,  on  the  20th 
and  21st  days  of  June  next,  has  been  received.  It  certainly  would  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  accept  this  invitation.  I  had  laid  aside  your  pre- 
vious note  in  the  hope  that  my  public  duties  would  allow  me  to  'answer  it 
affirmatively.  But  it  is  now  manifest  that  Congress  will  not  adjourn 
prior  to  your  meeting.  You  will  agree  that  it  is  better  for  me  to  discharge 
my  duty  here,  rather  than,  by  neglecting  it,  to  seek  pleasure  with  you. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  could  add  anything  to  your  information  of  the 
Hoyt  family.  My  connection  with  you  is  through  my  mother,  and  this  to 
me  is  a  very  near  and  dear  one.     She  has  been  dead  for  fourteen  years, 
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and  it  is  certainly  no  disparagement  to  any  of  the  kith  and  kin  to  say  that 
if  all  of  them  do  their  part  in  life  with  the  same  religious  fidelity 
that  she  did,  they  will  deserve  the  warmest  affection  of  their  kindred. 
She  was  of  the  Norwalk  family  of  Hoyts,  where  she  was  born  and  bred, 
and  married,  in  the  old  homestead  still  standing.  She  was  married  to  my 
father,  a  native  of  the  same  town,  in  1810.  Soon  after  he  started  for  the 
new  settlements  in  Ohio,  then  "  the  far  West,"  and  put  out  his  "  shingle  " 
as  a  lawyer  at  Lancaster.  Mother  followed  him  the  next  summer,  cross- 
ing the  mountains  on  a  pack-saddle  ;  and  then  commenced  the  struggle  in  a 
new  country,  without  roads  or  supplies,  the  common  carrier  being  a  pack- 
mule  or  horse.  The  incidents  of  such  a  life  were  quite  different  from  the 
quiet,  steady  way  of  old  Connecticut.  I  can  recall  many  a  story  of  weary 
travel,  but  hearty  welcome,  that  came  to  me  as  incidents  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  the  terrible  years  of  distress  in  the  West  that  followed  the  peace. 

My  personal  recollections  of  mother  commenced  when  it  was  told  to  me 
that  "  father  was  dead."  I  was  scarcely  old  enough  to  appreciate  the  sad 
misfortune  that  befell  us  all  by  this  sudden  calamity ;  for  he  died  away  from 
home,  when  holding  a  court,  after  a  brief  illness,  and  when  but  forty  years 
old.  Mother  had  eleven  little  ones,  the  eldest  at  school,  and  had  very 
slender  means  for  their  support.  She  lived  to  see  them  all  grown  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  and  died  with  the  warmest  affection  of  family,  kin- 
dred, and  friends.  I  cannot  now  recall  her  gentle  and  affectionate  nature 
without  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  and  affection,  and  can  wish  the  "  Hoyt 
family  "  no  higher  honor  than  to  furnish  other  mothers  endowed  with  so 
many  endearing  qualities  as  she  possessed. 

Convey  my  kindest  regards  to  .the  gathering  of  our  kindred,  and  believe 

me  to  remain,  Very  sincerely  yours, 

John  Sherman. 
Eev.  James  Hoyt. 


THE  HOYT  FAMILY  TRAITS. 

BY  REV.  JAMES   HOYT,   OF   NEW  JERSEY. 

It  is  easier  to  write  history  than  to  delineate  character ;  and  portrait- 
painters  can  take  other  men's  faces  more  easily  than  their  own.  In  char- 
acter sketching,  there  is  peculiar  danger  that  truth  will  be  damaged  by 
personal  relations.  As  one  of  the  Hoyt  family,  I  feel  in  some  degree 
the  delicacy  of  the  task  undertaken  in  this  paper.  Yet  the  family  is  now 
so  large  a  one,  its  branches  are  so  numerous,  and  its  blood  relationships  so 
distant,  that  I  may  hope  to  perform  the  task  with  tolerable  fairness.  In 
the  attempt  to  characterize  so  extensive  a  tribe,  one  is  more  likely  to  err 
through  want  of  acquaintance,  than  through  the  partialities  of  kinship. 

My  subject  will  necessarily  lack  the  interest  of  a  personal  description. 
As  the  separate  colors  of  the  rainbow  arrest  and  please  the  eye,  while  the 
dull  white  cloud,  having  all  the  colors  in  combination,  is  a  tame  object  to 
look  upon ;  so  I  could  better  entertain  you  with  the  qualities  of  any  half- 
dozen  of  our  grandfathers,  than  with  the  qualities  of  the  Hoyts  in  general. 
We  have  had,  and  have,  some  rainbows  in  the  family  firmament, —  bows 
of  promise  to  the  tribe, — but  it  is  not  my  business  just  now  to  paint  them. 

A  great  many  of  the  family  names  are  significant  of  qualities.     Names 
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were,  indeed,  originally  given  as  a  sort  of  label,  descriptive  of  some  fact  or 
trait  characteristic  of  the  person.  The  first  man  was  named  Adam,  from 
adamak,  the  ground.  The  first  woman  was  named  Eve,  as  the  mother  of 
all  living.  Over  her  first  babe  she  exclaimed  Cain,  that  is  Gain  or  treas- 
ure. Shem  was  named  as  the  Illustrious,  Noah  was  named  Rest.  This 
old  and  easy  method  of  distinction  has  been  kept  up  among  Asiatic  nations, 
and  extensively  adopted  by  Europeans.  We  have  all  the  colors,  Black, 
White,  Brown,  Green,  Gray,  Blue,  and  Redd ;  representing  qualities  only 
skin  deep.  We  have  all  the  ages,  sizes  and  conditions ;  Young  and  Ould, 
High  and  Low,  Rich  and  Poor ;  Long,  Strong,  and  Short,  Small,  Little ; 
Smart,  Bright,  and  Blunt ;  Sweet,  Smiley,  and  Stern,  Sharp.  We  have 
all  the  tradesmen;  Bakers,  Cooks,  Carpenters,  etc.  We  have  Houses, 
with  Halls,  Walls,  Chambers,  and  all  the  furniture.  We  have  Barnes, 
and  Shedds,  and  all  the  barnyard  tribes.  We  have  Fields  and  Forests, 
with  nearly  all  the  grains  and  wild  animals.  We  have  Lakes,  Ponds,  and 
Fish  in  abundant  variety.  We  have  names  enough,  if  these  were  things, 
to  make  another  earth,  with  all  its  Hills  and  Dales,  Woods  and  Waters ; 
with  the  most  of  its  living  species ;  and  with  enough  Moons  and  Starrs  to 
make  up  the  want  of  a  Sun.  But  the  Hoyt  tribe  do  not  glory  in  such 
building  material.  They  say  hoity-toity  to  all  pretentious  cognomens,  high- 
sounding  or  low-sounding. 

t 

"  What's  in  a  name  ?    That  which  we  call  a  rose, 
By  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet." 


There  is  dictionary  authority  for  saying  that  to  hoit  means,  or  has  meant, 
among  our  Anglo-Saxon  kin,  to  leap,  to  caper ;  being  perhaps  a  syncopa- 
tion for  hoist.  Supposing  some  frisky,  frolicksome  youth  to  have  been 
named  Master  Hoit  from  his  capering  propensities,  and  that  he  is  now,  his- 
torically, the  father  of  the  whole  cousinhood,  we  have  not  all  inherited  the 
buoyancy  of  the  boy,  as  to  mind  or  as  to  muscle.  If  we  have  really  sprung 
from  so  elastic  a  sprout,  you  will  allow  me  as  a  clergyman  to  express  the 
hope  that  he  was  not  a  dancing-master.  Orthographically,  there  are  some 
evidences  of  such  an  ancestry.  The  letters  of  our  family  name  have 
leaped  and  capered  as  if  surcharged  with  life,  or  afflicted  with  St.  Vitus' 
dance,  or  affected  like  a  certain  unfortunate  character  of  history,  who  said, 
"  My  name  is  Legion;  for  we  are  many."  They  have  been  found  by  Prof. 
Hoyt,  our  genealogist,  to  have  danced  themselves  into  twenty  different  at- 
titudes and  figures,  among  which  it  has  become  nearly  impossible  to  iden- 
tify the  original.  The  twentieth  and  last  of  the  spellings  found  by 
him  in  the  «y  ear  1857,  was  Height,  the  name  above  every  other  then 
put  upon  the  record.  It  was  an  auspicious  and  most  encouraging  dis- 
covery. If  our  agile  name  thus  marches  upward,  we  have  an  incentive  to 
follow,  so  long  as  it  ascends  honorably. 

Our  family  traits,  if  we  have  any  that  deserve  to  be  regarded  as  charac- 
teristics, are  not  disclosed  to  the  world  by  the  Hoyt  name.  It  is  a  general 
law  of  nature,  that  like  produces  like.  Everything  is  after  its  kind ;  the 
herb,  the  fruit-tree,  the  animal  species,  the  human  intellect  and  soul. 
Qualities  do  run  in  the  blood.  Nations  have  their  national  qualities,  good 
and  bad.     Royal  families,  that  are  allowed  but  a  limited  range  of  inter- 
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mixture,  develop  in  successive  generations  their  family  characteristics. 
Herods  are  Herods;  Hapsburgs  are  Hapsburgs.  The  Jewish  race,  so 
little  modified  by  admixture,  has  maintained  a  marked  individuality.  And  I 
think  we  may  discover  in  the  Hoyt  race  some  family  features,  though 
modified  by  the  admixtures  in  each  generation  which  have  nothing  in  this 
case  to  hinder  their  freeness.  Our  family  nature,  as  well  as  name,  is  of 
course  kept  and  perpetuated  only  in  the  male  line.  Woman  is  its  modi- 
fier. She  carries  its  qualities  out ;  she  brings  outside  qualities  in.  Our 
mothers  come  from  other  stocks  to  improve  or  damage  us  by  the  ingraft- 
ing ;  our  daughters  go  out  to  do  the  same  to  other  lines,  in  which  their 
paternal  names  are  dropped  and  lost.  To  serve  as  such  a  distributing 
medium  is  worthy  of  woman's  susceptible  and  sympathizing  nature. 
Through  her  we  make  our  generous  contributions  of  the  Hoyt  virtues. 
Through  her  we  act  a  Christian  part  toward  other  tribes  in  helping  bear 
their  burdens.  Through  her,  no  less,  are  we  ennobled  by  a  generous  in- 
fusion of  the  better  qualities  of  other  blood  than  ours.  The  ladies  will 
allow  me  to  add,  as  a  witness  under  bonds  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  that 
through  woman  we  part  with  some  measure  of  the  properties  we  can  afford 
to  spare.  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  men,  and  all  the 
subdivisions  of  the  nation ;  and  the  constant  intermixture  of  blood  of 
families  by  matrimonial  crossing  is  the  method  by  which  he  prevents  the 
too  great  accumulation  and  concentration  of  family  qualities  and  interests, 
and  promotes  the  harmony,  equality,  and  happiness  of  the  race  as  a  whole. 
If  Hoyts  married  only  Hoyts,  our  family  peculiarities  would  be  apt  to 
grow  into  excrescences,  and  the  family  feeling  to  be  intensified  into  the 
odious  and  unreasonable  spirit  of  a  clan. 

Whatever  peculiarities  we  now  exhibit,  come  more  as  a  result  of  family 
education  and  association,  than  as  a  result  of  blood  connection.  Take  any 
man  you  please  as  a  sample  of  the  Hoyt  nature,  in  its  purity  and  fulness. 
He  gives  but  half  of  it  to  his  sons,  one  fourth  of  it  to  his^  grandsons,  one 
eighth  of  it  to  their  sons,  and  one  sixteenth  of  it  to  theirs  ;  the  last  being 
the  fifth  generation.  To  the  tenth  generation  he  gives  but  the  five  hun- 
dred and  twelfth  part ;  to  the  eleventh  generation,  less  than  one  thousandth 
part.  The  dilution  goes  on  at  a  geometrical  rate.  To  carry  the  calcula- 
tion backward,  a  person  of  the  Hoyt  name  had  one  Hoyt  for  a  parent,  out 
of  two ;  one  Hoyt  for  a  grandparent,  out  of  four ;  one  for  a  great  grand- 
parent, out  of  eight,  and  so  on.  Of  sixteen  ancestors  in  the  fifth  genera- 
tion, one  was  a  Hoyt.  Of  five  hundred  and  twelve  in  the  tenth  generation, 
one  was  a  Hoyt.  Go  back  to  the  eleventh  generation,  and  one  was  a 
Hoyt  out  of  a  thousand  and  twenty  four.  It  is  assumed  in  the  calculation 
that  none  of  the  mothers  were  of  the  Hoyt  kindred.  You  will  see  in  this, 
that  any  peculiarities  discoverable  in  the  tribe  are  due  less  to^nrth  than  to 
the  living  influence  of  fathers  on  their  sons  in  the  family  circle.  While 
they  are  inherited,  they  are  the  effect  of  example,  rather  than  qualities 
inborn. 

1.  The  point  that  comes  first  in  the  characterization  of  our  tribe  is,  that 
it  stands  socially  between  the  high  and  low  extremes.  It  comprises  men 
of  the  industrious,  self-reliant,  independent  middle  class,  whose  name  has 
not  figured  much  among  the  celebrities,  and  who  are  not  a  burden  or 
a  scandal  to  the  state,  to  the  town,  or  to  their  neighbors.  Its  social 
grade  is  the  golden  mean,  of  which  a  poet  has  said,  — 
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"  He  that  holds  fast  the  golden  mean, 
And  lives  contentedly  between 

The  little  and  the  great, 
Feels  not  the  wants  that  pinch  the  poor, 
Nor  plagues  that  haunt  the  rich  man's  door, 
Imbittering  all  his  state." 

"  The  happiest  lot  for  a  man,  as  far  as  birth  is  concerned,"  Archbishop 
Whately  observes,  "  is  that  it  should  be  such  as  to  give  him  but  little  occa- 
sion ever  to  think  much  about  it."  This  happiest  lot  is  that  of  the  Hoyts 
as  a  class.  They  make  no  part  of  the  nobility  of  England.  They  have 
not  been  the  most  prominent  actors  on  the  stage  of  American  history. 
Several  of  the  name  have  held  the  rank  of  general  officers  in  the  militia ; 
others  have  held  commissions  in  the  army  and  navy  during  the  late  war ; 
some  are  now  among  the  large  capitalists  of  the  country ;  many  are  in  the 
Christian  ministry ;  a  few  have  been  missionaries ;  some  are  editors ;  some 
are  college  professors  ;  .some  are  publishers  ;  some  are  legislators  ;  the  pro- 
fessions of  law  and  medicine  are  well  represented ;  while  the  body  of  our 
brotherhood  is  distributed  over  the  farms,  and  in  the  shops  and  factories, 
and  schools  of  the  people,  - —  a  sound-headed,  sound-hearted,  comfortably 
circumstanced,  useful  and  respected  set  of  men.  None  of  the  tribes  of 
the  earth,  I  imagine,  have  gained  less  of  newspaper  notoriety.  Yet 
we  do  figure  in  the  old  town  records  of  New  England,  and  in  the 
newer  town  records  of  the  States  west,  and  in  parish  records,  and  in 
the  records  of  academies  and  colleges,  and  in  the  list  of  those  whose 
bone  and  muscle  and  vigorous  enterprise  have  planted  settlements,  built 
up  society,  and  given  a  solid  character  to  American  civilization.  If  there 
has  been  little  in  our  origin,  or  our  social  position,  to  stir  up  pride,  or  to 
make  us  vain,  there  has  been  as  little  to  sink  our  self-respect,  and  expose  us 
to  public  contumely.  If  we  lack  that  nobility  which,  according  to  an  old 
writer,  "  has  seldom  sprung  from  virtue,  virtue  still  more  rarely  from  nobil- 
ity, "  we  may  in  a  good  degree  claim  to  possess  that  of  which  another 
writer,  says,  "  The  characters  of  true  inward  nobility  are  ashamed  of  noth- 
ing but  base  conduct,  and  are  not  ready  to  take  offence  at  supposed  affronts  ; 
because  they  keep  clear  of  whatever  deserves  contempt,  and  consider  what 
is  undeserved  as  beneath  their  notice." 

2.  Of  physical  traits,  our  tribe  exhibits  all  the  human  diversities. 

Not  many  of  us  would  now  be  a  match  for  that  Benjamin  of  the  Salis- 
bury line,  born  in  1706,  who  could  hoe  two  rows  as  fast  as  his  neighbor 
could  one ;  who  held  up  the  whole  side  of  a  building  which  would  have 
fallen  and  crushed  a  number  of  persons  ;  who  carried  a  stone  into  the  mill, 
which  common  men  could  not  lift ;  who  carried  barrels  of  water  into  the 
fort,  single-handed,  while  others  carried  them  by  two  at  a  barrel ;  and  the 
most  of  whose  children  were  noted  for  their  great  strength.  Such  Benja- 
mins —  "  sons  of  the  right  hand  "  —  were  not  very  numerous  in  the  tribe 
even  then ;  and  if  the  nervous  fever  of  which  he  died  was  really  brought 
on,  as  some  thought,  by  his  extraordinary  feats,  the  rest  had  their  consola- 
tion. 

We   now   have  our  portly,  broad-chested  men,  built  to  be  producers 

or  consumers ;  men  that  can  bear  weighty  fortunes  ;  men   that  would  fill 

the  chair  of  an  alderman ;  and  we  have  men  of  the  medium  size,  or  less. 

"We  can  show  the  dark  eye,  or  the  gray  eye,  or   the   sky-blue.     We  can 
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show  the  raven  locks,  or  the  red  locks,  or  the  auburn.  The  white  heads 
are  scarce,  if  any  there  be ;  for  I  have  never  seen  one,  except  those  which 
years  have  bleached,  and  which  are  the  silver  crown  of  age.  Among 
my  own  kindred  and  acquaintance,  I  recall  none  of  the  name  that  have 
shown  great  physical  inertia  and  indolence ;  there  has  been  rather  the 
contrary  characteristic  of  quickness,  nimbleness ;  an  agility  of  movement 
quite  favoring  the  idea  of  lively  limbs  in  the  man  we  all  sprung  from.  I 
may  add  that  I  represent  a  family  of  strong  lungs,  and  rather  loud-spoken  ; 
which  I  believe  to  be  a  somewhat  prevalent  endowment  within  the  tribe. 
My  grandfather  had  a  stentorian  voice.  Standing  at  the  door  of  his  house, 
which  was  built  on  high  ground,  he  could  call  workmen  from  the  fields 
across  the  valley  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  throwing  his  voice  over 
fifty  acres  of  intervening  woods.  I  have  known  some  others  as  trumpet- 
voiced  as  he.  The  mouth  is  a  feature  of  our  tribe  indicative  of  firmness. 
As  to  healthiness  and  longevity,  different  families  differ.  The  average  is,  I 
think,  quite  up  to  the  common  average  of  the  race.  While  our  babes  sleep 
with  the  fathers,  and  Death  selects  many  a  shining  mark  among  our  young 
men  and  maidens,  there  are  few  family  lots  in  the  old  graveyards  or  more 
modern  cemeteries,  with  Hoyt  upon  the  line  of  headstones,  that  have  not 
received  their  patriarchs  of  fourscore  years  and  older.  I  see  patriarchs  in 
this  present  gathering,  one  a  man  over  ninety  years  of  age.* 

3.  To  speak  next  of  mental  traits,  we  may  claim  to  be  a  people  of 
a  sober,  sound,  practical  turn  of  mind ;  not  running  to  fancies ;  not 
extravagantly  ambitious ;  neither  given  to  innovations,  nor  opposed  to 
progress  ;  a  common-sense  order,  taught  in  the  common  schools,  skilled  in 
the  useful  arts,  and  furnishing  here  and  there  minds  of  the  highest  type.  A 
large  number,  as  the  historian  of  the  family  observes,  are  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. These  will  be  found  in  the  public  schools,  in  academies,  in  colleges. 
Union  college  has  graduated  seven  Hoyts,  and  Yale  college  has,  I  think, 
graduated  the  same  number. 

There  are  no  colleges,  I  imagine,  in  New  England,  and  none  of  long 
standing  in  other  sections  of  the  country,  which  have  not  Hoyts  -among 
their  alumni,  if  not  in  their  record  of  professors,  as  is  the  case  with 
several.  Our  tribe  run  more  to  medicine  than  to  the  other  educated 
professions.  We  have  our  doctors  of  divinity,  and  our  editors  and  artists. 
We  have  a  poet,  whose  sweet  inspirations  touching  "  Life  and  Landscape  " 
have  yielded  music  to  ears  outside  of  the  church  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 
The  Hoyt  mind  is  versatile.  It  meanders  among  the  arts  and  trades,  in 
fields  of  learning,  and  here  and  there  through  groves  inhabited  by  the 
muse,  as  a  river  meanders  over  the  plain  which  it  fertilizes.  It  exhibits 
a  fair  specimen  of  the  Yankee  intellect ;  distributing  its  talents  for  the 
general  good,  and  more  busied  among  the  utilities  of  life,  than  in  building 
towers  and  monuments. 

This  versatility  blends  with  independence,  which  sometimes  verges 
into  oddity,  as  observed  by  the  author  of  the  book  on  the  Hoyt 
Family.  His  remark  that  "  there  seems  to  be  a  vein  of  quiet  humor 
running  through  the  race,"  is  one  that  tallies  with  my  own  observa- 
tion. This  trait  I  have  noticed  in  personal  intercourse,  and  it  appears 
more  or  less  in  the  letters  sent  me  during  the  last  year.     A  few  of  these 

*  Mr.  Caleb  Hoyt,  of  Salina,  &  Y. 
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are  quite  amusing.  That  of  our  aged  kinsman,  Gould  R.  Hoyt,  of  Lake 
City,  Minn.,  will  satisfy  you  that  his  mother-wit  does  not  all  of  it  lie  too 
deep  to  be  brought  up  to  the  surface,  and  that  age  has  done  but  little  to 
dry  up  the  fountain.  If  his  great-grandfather  Ezra,  of  Norwalk,  in  this 
State,  had  in  him  as  lively  a  fountain  of  fun,  the  land  of  steady  habits  has 
in  other  days  received  from  our  tribe  some  of  the  variety  that  has  spiced 
its  sober  life. 

I  used  to  hear  in  New  London  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Law,  a  man  famed  for 
repartee.  It  is  said  to  have  chanced  one  day  when  he  was  in  Congress, 
that,  a  drove  of  mules  passed  along  by  the  capitol,  moving  southwardly. 
"  See  here,  Law,  see  here,"  said  a  member,  "  some  of  your  constituents 
are  going  by."  "  Yes,  yes,"  replied  the  Yankee  statesman,  as  he  looked 
upon  the  travelers,  "  going  South  to  teach  school."  If  he  meant  to  in- 
sinuate —  of  course  he  did  not  —  that  the  business  of  the  schoolmaster 
is  a  mulish  business,  his  ready  wit  was  wounding  to  large  numbers  of  our 
tribe,  as  well  as  to  the  heads  of  Southern  juveniles. 

4.  Coming  to  morartraits,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  claim  for  the  Hoyts  a 
morality  rather  above  than  below  the  average. 

As  I  have  already  intimated,  the  name  does  not  figure  in  criminal  lit- 
erature, and  among  newspaper  scandals.  Few  names  have  furnished  less 
material  for  police  reports,  court  records,  and  the  sensational  paragraphs 
that  shock  the  moral  sense  of  news-readers.  I  have  never  heard  of  a 
Hoyt  murderer,  or  burglar,  or  highway  robber. 

Simon  Hoyt,  supposed  to  have  been  the  "  first  member  of  the  Hoyt 
family  who  emigrated  to  New  England,"  took  the  oath  of  freeman  in 
Massachusetts  in  1631,  as  a  lover  of  law  and  order.  In  October,  1633,  he 
was  chosen  one  of  the  town's  committee  in  Dorchester  to  "  see  to  fences 
for  the  East  feilde."  That  speaks  well  for  him  as  a  man,  vigilant  for  the 
rights  of  property,  which  he  would  have  all  the  cattle  taught  to  respect. 
He  was  called  "  Goodman  Hoyt,"  and.  the  people  of  Windsor  thought  him 
good  enough  to  be  made  a  church  elder  or  deacon.  "  Ould  Goode  Hoyt," 
who  died  in  1644,  was  "  possibly  wife  or  relative  of  Simon,"  according  to 
the  history  I  quote  from  ; .  and  he  is  set  down  as  "  probably  the  ancestor  of 
the  Hoyts  of  Connecticut  and  Western  Massachusetts."  I  may  therefore 
suppose  my  father,  James  Taylor  Hoyt,  who  was  born  in  Bethel,  of  this 
State,  to  have  descended  from  the  said  "  Goodman  "  and  "  Goode."  My 
father  was  a  man  very  careful  to  keep  the  fences  up.  Many  a  fallen  rail 
have  I  seen  him  pick  up  and  lay  in  its  place  on  the  fences  of  his  neighbors, 
to  protect  their  crops.  He  was  more  accommodating  to  his  neighbors,  we 
sometimes  thought,  than  he  could  afford  to  be  to  his  own  children.  He 
would  never  take  for  anything  more  than  what  he  believed  to  be  its  just 
value.  He  was  a  church-elder,  who  taught  his  family  to  fear  God.  He 
kept  Saturday  evenings.  He  would  sometimes  mount  his  horse,  after  a  day's 
work,  and  ride  seven  miles  to  be  at  the  prayer-meeting  of  the  church. 
He  studied  utility,  and  eschewed  ornament.  While  he  smoked  tobacco,  and 
drank  a  half-glass  of  cider  with  his  dinner,  he  drank  nothing  stronger,  sel- 
dom exceeded  the  half-glass,  and  never  asked  his  boys  to  draw  the  cider 
for  him  after  they  signed  the  total  abstinence  pledge.  He  was  a  peace- 
maker, a  man  of  pure  life,  a  patriot,  and  as  little  ashamed  as  he  had  need 
to  be  of  his  Puritanic  origin.  He  was  never  sued  at  the  law  for  a 
debt.     He  never  sued  anybody.     He  acted  often  as  an  umpire,  when 
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others  disagreed.  Similar  things  might  be  said  of  his  brothers,  and  of 
Hoyts  of  my  native  region  about  Saratoga.  And  if  I  cannot  say  with 
reference  to  Goodman  Simon,  or  to  my  revered  father  now  in  heaven, 
"  Ah  uno  disce  omnes"  I  can  affirm  that  they  were  not  exceptional  men 
among  the  members  of  our  tribe. 

As  little  have  those  of  the  other  sex  who  have  illustrated  the  womanly 
virtues,  been  exceptional  women  of  the  tribe.  "  Many  daughters  "  of  the 
primitive  Simon  "  have  done  virtuously."  The  words  of  King  Lemuel, 
in  the  prophecy  that  his  mother  taught  him,  —  words  that  admirably  describe 
the  good  wife,  —  might  be  applied  to  them  generally  without  profanation. 
Their  gentle  charms  have  as  a  rule  won  for  them  husbands ;  and  it  mav 
as  a  rule  be  said  of  the  Hoyt  maiden  won  by  her  suitor,  that  "  the  heart 
of  her  husband  doth  safely  trust  in  her,  so  that  he  shall  have  no  need  of 
spoil.  She  will  do  him  good  and  not  evil  all  the  days  of  her  life  . .  .  She 
looketk  well  to  the  ways  of  her  household,  and  eateth  not  the  bread  of 
idleness.  Her  children  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed  ;  her  husband  also,  and 
he  praiseth  her." 

You  have  heard  the  letter  of  Senator  Sherman,  relative  to  his  mother, 
Mary  Hoyt,  of  Norwalk,  who  went  from  Connecticut  with  her  husband,  in 
1811,  to  brave  the  perils  and  hardships  of  border  life  in  Ohio.  Left  a 
widow  with  eleven  children,  she  exhibited  the  wisdom  and  energy  of  a  noble 
womanhood  in  bringing  them  up.  Her  memory  is  now  revered  by  sons 
and  daughters  whom  the  nation  holds  dear.  She  is  but  one  of  a  great 
multitude  deserving  such  filial  testimonials. 

The  court  records  of  old  Norfolk  County,  in  Massachusetts,  tell  of  a  frol- 
ic indulged  in  by  Dorothie  Hoyt,  in  1677,  in  putting  on  man's  apparel ;  for 
which  unseemly  act,  being  by  the  grand  jury  indicted,  she  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  leave  the  county.  It  brought  upon  her  father  a  penalty  of  forty 
shillings,  besides  costs,  which  he  had  to  pay  forthwith,  in  corn  or  money,  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  county.  That  too  "  manly  "  freak,  so  far  as  my  read- 
ing and  knowledge  go,  has  not  been  repeated  by  any  of  the  ladies  of  our 
connection  since  Dorothie's  day. 

Our  venerable  cousin,  Gould  R.  Hoyt  of  Minnesota,  expresses  himself 
as  follows  :  "  As  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  Hoyt  family 
all  sprang  from  that  part  of  God's  creation  which  were  made  sub- 
ject to  vanity.  Consequently,  we  must  look  beyond  the  Hoyt  family  for 
perfection.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  believe  the  Hoyt  family,  in 
point  of  personal  appearance,  moral  stamina,  and  general  respectability, 
will  compare  well  with  any  other  name  or  family  in  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  country."     You  will,  I  presume,  agree  with  the  old  gentleman. 

5.  I  am  rather  taxing  your  patience,  yet  must  say  a  little  touching  the 
religious  characteristics  of  our  tribe. 

Our  family  historian  observes,  that  "  the  earlier  generations  were  of  the 
strict  Puritan  faith ;  but  between  the  middle  and  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, some  individuals  adopted  Baptist  and  Quaker  sentiments,  and  now  all 
sects  and  shades  of  religious  belief  (including  the  Mormons  and  Shakers) 
number  among  their  adherents  those  bearing  the  name  of  Hoyt." 

In  New  England,  the  Congregational,  Episcopal,  Methodist,  and  Baptist 
churches  are  numerously  represented  by  us.  Churches  of  the  Unitarian, 
Swedenborgian,  and  Universalist  order  have  a  smaller  representation. 
The  Presbyterian  comprises  a  few.     In  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New 
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Jersey,  and  the  States  of  the  West,  the  Presbyterian  element  is  larger. 
A  few  of  our  name  are  known  to  be  identified  with  the  Presbyterianism 
of  the  South.  A  few  in  the  British  Provinces  belong  to  the  Church  of 
England.  We  are,  as  a  tribe,  religiously  inclined,  and  our  affiliations  are 
most  abundant  with  the  denominations  commonly  distinguished  as  "  ortho- 
dox." 

Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Reese,  sister  of  Major  General  Sherman  and  Sen- 
ator Sherman,  after  expressing  her  regrets,  and  those  of  her  children,  that 
they  cannot  share  the  honors  and  pleasures  of  the  present  gathering, 
records  her  sincere  prayer  that  God  will  meet  with  and  bless  us,  and  that 
our  meeting  together  may  cement  us  closer,  religiously,  intellectually,  and 
socially. 

Nehemiah  Hoyt,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  born  in  1800,  in  Ridgefield,  of 
this  county,  informs  us  that  both  his  parents  were  humble,  devoted  Chris- 
tians ;  that  they  raised  seven  sons  and  tne  daughter  ;  that  all  these  except 
one  son  are  living  and  have  families ;  that  husbands  and  wives  and  many 
of  their  children  are  members  of  Presbyterian  churches ;  that  among  the 
number  are  four  ruling  elders  and  three  deacons ;  that  all  are  loyal  to  the 
government;  and  that  none  use  tobacco  or  any  intoxicating  drink.  Of 
our  present  gathering  he  writes :  "  May  our  heavenly  Father  favor  it,  and 
shed  down  upon  each  one  who  shall  be  present,  and  all  who  must  be  ab- 
sent, the  blessing  of  grace  and  salvation  ;  so  that  we  may  glorify  God  in 
our  lives,  and  be  prepared  for  that  larger  and  more  perfect  and  glorious 
meeting  in  heaven !  "  He  adds,  "  Many  of  our  cousins  with  whom  I 
am  acquainted  are  Christians." 

Simeon  Hoyt,  of  Birmingham,  Ohio,  the  son  of  Simeon,  now  in  his  86th 
year,  and  grandson  of  Comfort  Hoyt,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  writes  in  a  similar 
tone :  "  We  send  you  our  greeting.  May  there  be  a  mighty  gathering ! 
May  it  be  one  of  profit !  May  it  tend  to  form  and  cement  bonds  of  love 
and  friendship,  which  shall  exist  forever !  May  our  good  Father  above 
smile  upon  and  bless  your  efforts,  that  they  may  tend  to  his  glory,  and  that 
the  gathering  may  be  one  which  shall  be  remembered  during  many  genera- 
tions!" 

This  invocation  we  adopt  to-day  in  the  father-land. 

May  all  our  loved  kindred  be  one  in  Him  who  is  humanity's  model,  "  of 
whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named !  " 


A  song  was  written  for  the  occasion  by  Rev.  James  Hoyt,  of  New 
Jersey,  commencing,  — 

We  have  met,  we  have  met  in  the  father-land, 
Where  "  the  tribes  go  up,"  where  their  altars  stand. 

This  song,  with  piano  accompaniment  by  the  same  author,  has  been 
published  in  sheet  form,  and  can  be  obtained  of  either  of  the  Publication 
Committee.  4 
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EAKLY  HISTORY  OF  THE  HOYT  NAME  AND  FAMILY. 

BT  DAVID  W.  HOYT,  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 

f 

During  the  first  half  of  the  Christian  era,  each  of  our  ancestors  prob- 
ably bore  a  single  name,  as  is  still  the  custom  among  some  nations.  When 
it  was  important  to  distinguish  two  persons,  bearing  the  same  appellation, 
a  surname  would  perhaps  be  employed,  expressive  of  some  peculiarity  of 
the  individual ;  but  it  did  not  descend  from  father  to  son.  As  the  number 
of  persons  bearing  the  same  Christian  name  increased,  the  necessity  for 
some  method  of  distinguishing  them  must  have  been  more  deeply  felt,  es- 
pecially when  the  intercourse  of  man  with  man  became  more  general  and 
extensive.  Accordingly,  aboat  eight  or  nine  centuries  ago,  near  the  time 
of  the  Norman  conquest,  family  names  came  into  use  in  England,  at  least 
among  the  upper  classes,  and  soon  hereditary  surnames  became  universal. 

We  prefer  no  claim  to  a  descent  from  the  Norman  invaders  whose  names 
appear  in  the  "  Battel- Abbey  Roll "  or  "  Doomsday-book."  If  our  an- 
cestor was  at  the  battle  of  Hastings,  he  may  have  done  his  utmost  to  over- 
throw the  conquerer.  We  are  not  certain  that  he  then  bore  the  name  of 
Hoyt ;  for  we  have  not  yet  found  the  name  in  early  English  history.  Al- 
though many  family  names  had  their  origin  about  the  time  of  the  Norman 
conquest,  yet  new  ones  must  have  sprung  up  afterwards,  and  many  off- 
shoots of  the  old  stock  have  been  so  much  changed  that  their  paternity  has 
not  been  discovered.  The  precise  time  of  the  origin  of  our  name,  the  in- 
dividual who  first  bore  it,  and  the  locality  where  it  originated,  are  alike  un- 
known to  us.  It  is  seldom  mentioned  in  books  of  heraldry,  and  treatises  on 
surnames  are  strangely  silent  respecting  it.  We  are,  therefore,  compelled 
to  obtain  information  from  other  sources. 

Most  surnames  originated  from  the  estate  or  residence  of  the  one  who  first 
bore  it,  some  event  connected  with  him,  his  occupation,  or  some  personal 
peculiarity.  The  name  Hoyt  seems  to  belong  to  the  latter  class,  and  is 
doubtless  of  English  origin,  for  hoit  was  once  a  current  English  word,  and 
perhaps  is  still  heard  in  some  parts  of  England.  Webster  and  Worcester 
mention  it  only  as  an  obsolete  verb,  meaning  "  to  leap ;  to  caper."  Rich- 
ardson connects  hoit  with  hoist  and  hight,  and  gives  the  meanings,  "  to  raise, 
to  elevate,  to  elate  ;  to  be  in  high  spirits  ;  to  throw  or  leap  up  or  about,  as 
in  high  spirits."     He  quotes,  — 

"  First  that  could  make  love  faces,  or  could  doe 
The  valter's  somersaults,  or  used  to  wooe 
With  hoiting  gambols,  his  own  bones  to  breake 
To  make  his  mistris  merry." 

Donne's  Progress  of  the  Soul.  (s.  47.) 

Various  English  glossaries  of  obsolete  words  say  that  "  to  hoit  "  means 
"  to  indulge  in  riotous  and  noisy  mirth,"  and  from  it  derive  the  adjective 
expression  "  hoity-toity"  or  "  hity-tity"  meaning  thoughtless,  haughty,  gay, 
and  noisy.     They  quote  such  passages  as  these  :  - — 

"  And  there  he  lives  at  home,  and  sings  and  hoits,  and  revels  among  his  drunken  com- 
panions."—  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Knight  of  the  Burning  Pestle.  CAct  4,  Scene  1.) 
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"  We  shall  have  such  a  hoyting  here  anon, 
You'll  wonder  at  it.  " 

Webster's  Thracian  Wonder.     (Act  2,  Scene  1.) 

"  For  questionlesse  the  court  is  not  a  place  for  children,  a  schoole  for  infants,  nor  a 
market-place  for  boyes,  and  hoytings,  and  knaveries,  but  a  place  of  vertue,  wisedome,  and 
prudence."  —  Passenger  of  Benvenuto,  1612. 

In  the  North  of  England,  hoit  has  been  used  as  a  noun,  meaning  "  ah 
awkward,  ill-bred  youth,  especially  a  female ;  and  in  the  East,  the  expres- 
sion hoit-a-poit  "  implied  "  assuming  airs  of  importance  unsuitable  to  years 
or  station." 

In  Lancaster,  hoit  has  been  used  for  "  a  large  stick,"  and  in  Bucks  for  "  a 
newt." 

As  all  the  substantive  meanings  of  the  word  were  of  a  local  character, 
it  seems  most  probable  that  our  ancestor  took  his  name  from  the  first  of  the 
above  senses,  the  verb  to  hoit.  His  high  spirits  doubtless  led  him  to  exer- 
cise both  limbs  and  lungs  in  the  athletic  and  noisy  sports  of  his  time,  until 
in  "  hoyting  "  he  excelled  his  comrades,  and  thus  the  name  became  affixed 
to  him  and  his  descendants.  Yet  surnames  might  sometimes  have  been 
ironically  applied,  and,  if  any  one  prefers  it,  he  may  consider 
that  his  ancestor  possessed  low  spirits,  a  lack  of  physical  vigor,  a  quiet  be- 
havior, and  a  meek  character,  which  gained  this  derisive  appellation  from 
his  rude  and  noisy  companions,  as  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  the  lover  of  his 
brother,  was  so  called  because  he  caused  his  brothers  to  be  put  to  death. 

Although  our  name  is  doubtless  of  English  origin,  yet  we  should  judge 
that  those  who  bear  it  have  not  been  very  numerous  in  England.  The 
name  occurs  but  three  times  in  the  London  Directory  for  1855,  and  in 
that  for  1858. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  name  in  any  English  book  which  we  have 
seen  is  the  following  from  the  Supplement  to  "Burke's  Dictionary  of  the 
Landed  Gentry"  :  "The  Rev.  John-Hawkes  Mules,  b.  in  1754,  vicar  of 
Uminster,  co.  Somerset,  m.  in  1781,  Sarah,  dau.  of  John  Hoyte,  Esq." 
On  the  list  of  subscribers  for  Collinson's  History  of  the  County  of  Somer- 
set, published  in  1791,  are  "  John  Hoyte,  esq.,  William  Hoyte,  esq. ;  Curry - 
Rivel."  In  1856,  Rev.  Henry  Roberts,  minister  of  Curry  Rivell,  wrote 
that  Katharine  Hoyte,  a  granddaughter  of  Wm.  Hoyte,  was  the  only  repre- 
sentative of  the  family  who  then  bore  the  name  in  those  parts  ;  so  that  the 
name  is  in  a  fair  way  to  become  extinct  in  that  region.  Mr.  Roberts 
speaks  of  the  homestead  of  the  family,  and  of  an  old  date  on  the  premises, 
so  that  the  family  have  probably  been  settled  in  that  place  for  some  length 
of  time.  Murray's  Hand  Book  says  of  Curry  Rivell,  "  The  Church  is 
worth  a  visit :  it  is  a  hoary  embattled  building  with  beautiful  windows,  and 
roof,  screen,  and  seats  of  carved  oak."  It  is  possible  this  may  be  the  place 
from  which  our  ancestors  emigrated,  yet  the  hypothesis  rests  upon  the  fact 
that  we  happen  to  know  of  no  other  region  where  the  family  has  been  lo- 
cated in  England. 

In  dictionaries  and  glossaries  the  word  hoit  is  more  frequently  spelled 
with  an  i;  but  in  two  of  the  quotations  we  have  given  from  old  authors,  y 
is  used,  and  it  is  sometimes  found  in  a  third.  The  spelling  of  our  name  in 
England  at  the  present  time  is  Hoyte,  although  Mr.  Roberts  writes  that 
"  it  has  formerly  been  spelt   Hoyt,  as  appears  from  an  old  date  on  the 
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premises  now  occupied  by  "  the  family  in  Curry  Rivell.  We  have  seen  no 
other  spelling  but  Hoyte  in  an  English  book ;  but  on  American  records  we 
have  seen  it  spelled  in  more  than  twenty  different  ways.  The  e  was  some- 
times added  on  old  records  in  this  country,  though  the  name  is  found  Hoite 
quite  as  frequently  as  Hoyte. 

The  three  most  common  ways  of  spelling  the  name  in  the  United  States, 
at  the  present  time,  are  Hoyt,  Hoit,  and  Hoitt.  The  latter  (Hoitt)  origin- 
ated in  Northwood,  N  H.,  near  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  has  been 
adopted  by  few  individuals  except  those  descended  from  the  Northwood 
branch.  Hoit  came  into  use  in  New  Hampshire,  near  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  and  is  now  mostly  confined  to  the  families  of  that  state.  Other 
families  have  sometimes  used  that  spelling,  as  well  as  the  kindred  one  Hait : 
but  most  of  them  have  returned  to  the  old  form,  Hoyt,  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  original  spelling,  in  this  country. 

The  Hight  families  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  are  descended  from 
ancestors  who  spelled  the  name  Hoyt  or  Hoit.  Hight  was  adopted  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and  doubtless  owes  its  origin  to  a  corrupt 
pronunciation.  This  branch  of  the  Hight  family  is  now  mostly  confined 
to  the  sate  of  Maine.  . 

There  are  Hight  families,  in  Philadelphia,  of  German  or  Dutch  origin, 
whose  ancestors  came  to  this  country  within  the  last  century.  It  is  said 
that  the  name  was  originally  spelled  Haydt,  but  pronounced  like  the  Angli- 
cized form  Hight 

An  a  was  frequently  used  for  o,  in  the  name  Hoyt,  on  the  early  records 
of  Connecticut ;  and  we  occasionally  find  Hayt  for  Hoyt  on  the  early  records 
©f  Amesbury,  Mass.  During  the  eighteenth  century,  the  spelling  Hait 
was  employed  on  the  records  of  some  towns  in  Connecticut,  where,  in  the 
seventeenth  and  nineteenth,  Hoyt  is  found.  It  therefore  seems  quite  proba- 
ble that  Hayts,  Halts,  and  Haights,  originating  in  this  State  (Connecticut), 
are  a  branch  of  the  Hoyt  race. 

Mr.  Roberts  writes  that  the  English  pronunciation  of  the  vowel  sound 
of  the  name  is  "  like  oi  in  voice."  This  is  the  common  pronunciation  in 
this  country,  at  the  present  time.  This  sound  is,  however,  sometimes  vul- 
garly contracted  into  the  long  sound  of  i,  as  in  hist  for  hoist,  bile  for  boil, 
pint  for  point,  pi-son  for  poison,  etc.  In  the  same  manner  Hoit  has  some- 
times been  mispronounced,  and  has  thus  given  rise  to  the  name  Hight,  be- 
fore mentioned.  Perhaps  the  interchangeable  use  of  Hoyt  and  Hyatt  has 
a  similar  origin. 

The  first  of  our  family  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  early  settlers  of 
this  country  is  one  William  Hoyt.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  member 
of  John  Robinson's  congregation  at  Leyden,  before  the  Pilgrims  embarked 
on  the  Mayflower  for  Plymouth.  He  is  mentioned  as  a  brother-in-law  of 
Samuel  Fuller  "  of  London,  in  England,"  and  was  a  witness  of  his  marriage 
at  Leyden  in  1613..  Seven  years  afterwards,  this  Samuel  Fuller  came  to 
Plymouth  in  the  Mayflower,  and  was  the  first  physician  of  the  colony,  and 
deacon  of  the  church  there,  as  he  had  been  in  Holland ;  but  we  find  no  evi- 
dence that  William  Hoyt  accompanied  him.  According  to  Hon.  Henry  C. 
Murphy,  our  minister  at  the  Hague,  from  whose  account  in  the  Historical 
Magazine  for  1859  we  have  drawn  these  items,  not  more  than  one  half  of 
Mr.  Robinson's  congregation  came  to  this  country,  at  least  in  the  first  four 
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ships,  the  Mayflower,  the  Fortune,  the  Ann,  and  the  Little  James.  Some 
of  those  who  remained  behind,  "  like  Robinson's  own  children,  became  ab- 
sorbed in  the  Dutch  population ;  "  but  others  may  have  subsequently  come 
to  America,  or  possibly  returned  to  England.  As  there  is  no  record  of  any 
such  William  Hoyt  in  New  England  ;  and,  moreover,  as  we  possess  no  evi- 
dence that  he  had  a  family,  while  we  can  trace  our  descent  from  Hoy  ts  who 
were  in  this  country  shortly  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims,  we  certainly 
have  no  sufficient  reason  to  claim  this  associate  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  as 
our  ancestor. 

Since  writing  the  above,  an  unpleasant  suspicion  has  arisen  that  the 
William  Hoyt  may  have  been  none  other  than  the  William  White  whose 
marriage  to  Anna  Fuller  is  recorded,  with  Sam.  Fuller  as  a  witness,  and 
who  came  to  this  country,  and  shortly  after  died  here.  The  name  of  Win. 
Hoyt  occurs  in  two  distinct  places  in  Mr.  Murphy's  paper  ;  but  it  must 
have  come  through  the  Dutch  spelling,  and  we  certainly  know  from  our 
own  experience  how  easily  Hoyt  and  White  are  mistaken  for  each  other. 
As  William  White  was  doubtless  a  brother-in-law  of  Sam.  Fuller,  the 
Christian  name  of  the  two  is  the  same,  and  the  record  is  silent  upon  the 
subsequent  history  of  Wm.  Hoyt,  but  gives  that  of  Wm.  White  ;  the  sus- 
picion that  the  two  are  identical  is  certainly  worth  entertaining,  and  we 
therefore  gladly  turn  to  facts  which  rest  upon  a  more  secure  foundation. 

On  no  published  list  of  passengers  from  the  Old  World  to  the  New  have 
we  been  able  to  find  the  name  of  Hoyt.  Our  ancestors  appeared  here  with- 
out leaving  any  trace  by  which  we  can  make  out  the  connection  with  the 
mother  country ;  although  we  by  no  means  despair  of  learning  something 
in  the  future,  when  the  English  records  shall  have  been  more  thoroughly 
searched. 

So  far  as  is  now  known  to  us,  the  Hoyt  family  of  this  country  seems  to 
have  sprung  from  two  men,  Simon  Hoyt  and  John  Hoyt,  between  whom 
we  have  not  been  able  to  trace  any  relationship.  It  is  possible  that  they  may 
have  been  brothers  ;  but  Simon  was  probably  at  least  ten  years  older  than 
John.  The  latter  could  not  have  been  a  son  of  the  former,  if  John,  of 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  was  his  son. 

One  of  these  founders  of  our  family,  as  we  shall  presently  learn,  seems 
to  have  changed  his  residence  in  this  country  quite  frequently  ;  but  the  first 
trace  of  the  other  is  found  in  the  same  town  where  he  afterwards  lived  and 
died,  for  Salisbury  and  Amesbury  were  originally  one. 

The  name  of  Hoyt  is  first  found  in  this  country  in  1629,  when,  as  Drake 
informs  us,  "  Simon  Hoyte  "  is  on  the  "  List  of  the  names  of  such  as  are 
known  to  have  been  in  Salem  and  about  the  north  side  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  before  and  in  the  year  1629."  Savage,  however,  says  he  was 
in  Charlestown  in  1629.  His  name  appears  on  the  first  list  of  "  such  as 
tooke  the  Oath  of  Freemen"  in  Mass.,  18th  May,  1631.  We  find  Simon 
Hoyt  mentioned  on  the  records  of  Dorchester,  Mass,  in  1 633,  and  the  his- 
tory of  Dorchester  states  that  he  was  there  "  early,  probably  1630,"  but 
"  removed  to  Windsor  and  was  an  Elder  or  Deacon  there."  We  find,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  a  Simon  Hoyt  or  Simeon  Hayte  in  Scituate  about  this 
time.  Dean  states  that  he  was  in  Scituate  in  1633  and  probably  earlier, 
and  that  traces  of  him  there  disappear  after  1636.  As,  however,  he  was 
in  Dorchester  in  1633,  while  his  house  in    Scituate  was  built  later  than 
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Sept.,  1634,  and  lie  did  not  join  the  Scituate  church  till  April,  1635,  it 
seems  probable  that  Dean  was  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  first-named  date. 
On  old  records  relating  to  Scituate  he  is  frequently  called  Goodman  Hait. 
One  Smith  is  mentioned  as  his  brother,  and  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Bower 
bought  his  house  in  Scituate. 

It  seems  probable,  then,  that  Simon  Hoyt  first  appears  in  either  Charles- 
town,  Salem,  or  some  place  on  the  north  side  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
1629,  but  settled  in  Dorchester  about  1630,  removed  to  Scituate  about 
1634,  and  then  joined  the  colony  of  Rev.  Ephraim  Hun:,  on  the  way  to 
Windsor,  in  1639.  Fourscore  acres  of  land  in  Windsor  were  granted  to 
Simon  Hoyt  in  1640,  and  the  same  year* he  and  his  family  were  "freed 
from  watch  and  ward  "  until  further  order  by  the  court.  A  son  Benjamin 
was  born  to  him  in  Windsor  in  1644,  and  the  same  year  "Ould  Goode 
Hoyt "  died  there,  —  probably  the  mother  or  some  relative  of  Simon. 
Simon  Hoyt  had  a  house-lot  granted  to  him  by  Fairfield  in  1649,  and  the 
same  year  purchased  other  land  there.  Savage  says  that  he  probably  not 
only  removed  from  Windsor  to  Fairfield,  but  soon  after  that  to  Stamford, 
and  died  in  1659.* 

There  probably  was  a  second  Simon,  a  son  of  the  first  Simon,  to  whom  some 
of  the  later  of  the  foregoing  records  relate.  The  first  Simon  Hoyt,  who 
must  have  been  born  sometime  before  the  year  1600,  was  undoubtedly  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Hoyts  of  Connecticut  and  Western  Massachusetts, 
and  probably  of  the  Hayts  also. 

Several  Hoyts  now  appear  in  Connecticut,  who  were  probably  sons  of 
Simon.  Most  prominent  among  these  were  Walter,  Nicholas,  Thomas, 
Simon,  and  John. 

Walter  Hoyt  was  probably  born  in  England,  but  his  name  first  ajDpears 
in  Windsor  in  1640,  where  he  had  three  children.  He  removed  to  Fair- 
field County,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Norwalk,  about  1653, 
where  the  name  was  sometimes  written  Haite,  or  Hyatt.  His  name  fre- 
quently appeared  on  the  records,  and  he  was  evidently  a  prominent  man, 
for  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  1658,  1659,  1661,  1667,  and 
so  on  to  1681.  He  was  confirmed  sergeant  of  a  company  at  Norwalk  by 
the  General  Court  in  1659,  and  thenceforward  was  sometimes  styled 
Sergeant  Walter  Hoyt. 

In  1670  he  was  chosen  to  beat  the  drum  on  all  occasions  required,  and 
in  1680  his  son  Zerubbabel  was  to  perform  the  same  office  for  Norwalk. 
In  those  times  this  signal  probably  took  the  place  of  the  alarm-bell  of  the 
present  day,  and  was  used  to  call  the  people  together  in  times  of 
danger,  and  for  public  meetings.  In  1672  Walter  Hoyt  and  others  gave  in 
their  names  to  the  General  Court  for  "  the  begining  of  a  plantation  neare 
the  backside  of  Norwalke."  He  was  also  one  of  the  proprietors  named  of 
the  town  of  Norwalk,  confirmed  by  the  General  Court  in  1685. 

One  of  the  sons  of  Walter  Hoyt,  Zerubbabel,  a  freeman  and  voter  in 
Norwalk,  has  already  been  named,  as  beating  the  drum.  He  afterwards, 
in  1713,  was  appointed  to  ring  the  hell.  Another  son,  John,  was  born  in 
1644,  married  Mary  Lindall  in  1666,  and  was  made  a  freeman  in 
Norwalk  in  1667.  It  is  said  that  he  went  to  Danbury.and  left  six  sons. 
A  Nicholas  Hoyt  was  deputy  for  Norwalk  in  the  General  Court  in  1672, 
and  he  may  have  been  a  son  of  Walter. 

*  1657,  Stamford  Records. 
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The  second  of  these  supposed  sons  of  Simon  was  Nicholas  Hoyt,  who 
seems  to  have  remained  in  Windsor  till  his  death,  in  1655,  only  nine  years 
after  his  marriage  to  Susanna  Joyce.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  amounted 
to  £148,  —  something  of  a  sum  for  those  days.  Nicholas  and  Walter  Hoyt, 
whom  we  have  supposed  to  be  brothers,  sold  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Wind- 
sor to  William  Hannum.  In  1668,  Samuel  Hoyt,  the  eldest  son  of  Nicho- 
las Hoyt,  who  had  just  become  of  age,  sold  the  house  and  land  about  it, 
which  had  been  his  father's.  It  is  said  that  this  Samuel  died  young  and 
unmarried.     None  of  the  family  seem  to  have  remained  in  Windsor. 

Only  two  sons  of  Nicholas  lived  to  became  the  heads  of  families.  One  of 
these  was  Jonathan,  who  was  born  in  1649,  married  Sarah  Pond,  and  re- 
moved about  1671  to  Guilford,  where  he  had  a  family.  The  other,  David, 
is  better  known  in  history.  He  was  born  in  1651,  and  removed  to  Had- 
ley,  Mass.,  before  1679,  and  to  Deerfield  as  early  as  1682,  where  he  was 
deacon  and  lieutenant.  He  was  three  times  married,  and  had  eight  children. 
When  the  Indians  attacked  Deerfield,  in  1704,  his  eldest  son  was  killed  in 
the  "  meadow  fight,"  and  himself,  his  wife,  and  f^ur  children  were  carried 
away  captive.  The  youngest,  a  child  three  or  four  years  old,  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  on  the  road.  The  deacon  himself,  then  fifty-three  years  of  age, 
died  of  starvation  near  the  "  Lower  Cohos."  One  son,  Ebenezer;  remained 
among  the  Indians,  but  the  widow,  one  son,  and  a  daughter,  returned  from 
captivity.  From  Jonathan,  the  son  who  returned,  were  descended  Gen. 
Epaphras  Hoyt  and  the  others  who  have  done  honor  to  the  name  in  Western 
Massachusetts. 

Thomas  Hoyt  and  Simon  Hoyt,  who  were  also  probably  sons  of  the 
first  Simon,  settled  in  Stamford.  They  and  their  descendants  have  already 
been  alluded  to  by  the  historian  of  the  town,  in  his  remarks  before  this 
body  this  afternoon. 

John  Hoyt,  the  other  supposed  son  of  Simon  Hoyt,  lived  in  Fairfield 
from  1650  to  1664,  and  probably  removed  to  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 

We  now  turn  to  the  other  great  branch  of  the  Hoyt  family,  that  which 
originated  in  Salisbury  and  Amesbury,  Mass. 

The  name  of  John  Hoyt  frequently  appears  on  all  the  earliest  records 
relating  to  Salisbury,  of  which  town  he  was  one  of  the  original  settlers. 
Whether  he  had  previously  lived  in  other  towns  in  New  England,  does  not 
appear.  He  had  a  wife  and  two  children  at  the  time  of  his  removing  to 
the  new  settlement,  and  was  probably  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  of  age, 
having  probably  been  born  about  1610-15.  He  is  almost  the  only  individ- 
ual who  received  all  his  earlier  grants  of  land  at  the  "  first  division." 
This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  was  among  the  earliest  to  move  into 
town ;  for  land  was  granted  on  the  condition  that  the  grantee  should 
reside  there.  John  Hoyt  was  therefore  in  Salisbury  as  early  as  1640,  and 
perhaps  in  1638  or  '39. 

His  was  one  of  the  thirty  families  that  removed  to  the  west  side  of  the 
Powow  River  in  1645,  and  therefore  he  sold  his  house  on  the  east  side  in 
1647.  In  1668  this  west  parish  was  named  Amesbury  by  the  General 
Court,  and  on  all  the  early  records  relating  to  it  his  name  is  frequently 
mentioned  as  prudential-man,  selectman,  constable,  juryman,  moderator  of 
town-meeting,  committee  to  settle  a  minister,  etc.  He  was  early  appointed 
a  sergeant  of  the  Salisbury  military  company,  and  is  frequently  mentioned 
as  "  Sargent  Hoyt." 
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It  was  customary  in  those  days  for  the  minority  on  any  question  in  town 
affairs  to  enter  their  "  contrary  desent "  upon  the  town  records.  His  name 
appears  in  this  way  with  sufficient  frequency  to  show  that  his  opinion  did 
not  always  coincide  with  that  of  the  majority.  In  several  cases  he  entered 
his  "  contrary  desent  "  alone,  —  one  of  them  being  on  the  question  of  his 
serving  as  selectman  in  1G82.  He  was  chosen  moderator  of  the  last  April 
town-meeting  which  occurred  before  his  death,  in  1688.  He  was  then 
probably  between  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age,  but  could  not  have 
been  very  infirm. 

John  Hoyt  was  twice  married,  and  had  thirteen  children.  Of  these 
only  two,  John  and  Thomas,  left  descendants  bearing  the  name  of  Hoyt. 
Both  lived  in  Amesbury,  and  from  both  the  writer  is  descended. 

John  Hoyt,  oldest  son  of  the  first  John,  was  born  about  1638.  He  is 
frequently  mentioned  on  the  early  records  relating  to  Amesbury,  as  receiv- 
ing and  buying  land,  taking  the  freeman's  oath  and  oath  of  "  allegiance 
and  fidelity,"  a  "  standing  lot-layer,"  constable,  juror,  "  clarke  "  of  the  market 
for  the  town,  etc.  He  was.  also,  "  upon  the  request  and  choice  "  of  the  town, 
licensed  for  several  years  to  keep  the  "  ordinary  "  at  the  new  town  of  Ames- 
bury, "  to  provide  entertainment  for  horse  men  and  foot  men  "  and  "  sell  wine 
and  strong  waters."  In  old  deeds,  of  which  he  gave  and  received  a  large 
number,  he  is  sometimes  called  a  "  planter,"  and  sometimes  a  "  carpenter." 
He  always  signed  his  own  name  in  full,  and  evidently  had  a  pretty  good 
education  for  a  common  man  of  those  times.  In  1695  we  find  a  petition 
from  him  to  the  General  Court,  in  which  he  says  that  he  has  lately  met 
with  great  losses,  had  his  house  plundered  by  the  Indians,  and  been  visited 
with  much  sickness,  through  the  holy  afflicting  hand  of  God  upon  him,  and 
prays  to  be  released  from  Salem  jail,  where  he  was  confined  for  "  non- 
satisfaction  of  the  arrears  of  the  rates  committed  to  him  to  collect,"  while 
constable  of  Amesbury,  many  of  the  persons  from  whom  said  arrears  were 
due  being,  as  he  says,  "  both  dead  and  removed  out  of  the  town."  The  peti- 
tion was  granted,  on  condition  that  he  give  security  to  pay  the  money 
within  two  years.  But  before  the  two  years  had  expired  (in  1696),  when 
he  was  about  fifty-eight  years  old,  he,  with  a  young  man  named  Peters, 
was  killed  by  Indians,  in  Andover,  on  the  road  to  Haverhill. 

He  was  married,  in  1659,  to  Mary  Barnes,  who  survived  him,  and  was 
living  in  1704.  It  is  probable  that  she  is  the  Granny  Hoyt  who  tried  the 
experiment  of  using  the  powder-horn  in  kindling  the  fire,  and  thus  gave 
rise  to  the  expression  current  among  her  descendants,  "  Quick  as  Granny 
Hoyt's  powder-horn."  This  pair  had  ten  children.  The  four  sons,  Wil- 
liam, John,  Joseph,  and  Robert,  all  had  families,  and  lived  in  Amesbury, 
but  several  of  their  children  emigrated  to  various  parts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Thomas  Hoyt,  the  second  son  of  the  emigrant  John  Hoyt,  was  born  in 
1641.  It  seems  that  in  his  early  life  he  worked  for  one  Walter  Taylor,  who 
was  so  noisy  and  turbulent  a  character  that  he  was  frequently  obliged  to  ap- 
pear before  the  court.  On  one  occasion  Thomas  Hoyt  and  Thomas  Jonson 
were  admonished  and  fined  five  shillings  apiece  for  going  away  disorderly 
from  their  master  Walter,  and  John  Hoyt,  sen.,  was  admonished  for  en- 
tertaining his  son  at  that  time  ;  but  Walter  Taylor,  "for  using  cursing 
speeches  to  his  servants,"  was  fined  ten  shillings.  Thomas  Hoyt  resided  in 
Salisbury   until  about  1680,  when  he  removed  to  Amesbury,  where  he  died 
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in  1691,  at  the  age  of  fifty.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Mary  Brown, 
of  Salisbury.  They  had  ten  or  eleven  children,  and  seven  of  their  sons, 
Thomas  of  Amesbury ;  Ephraim,  of  Hampton  Falls,  N.  H. ;  John,  per- 
haps of  Kittery,  Me.,  and  Dover  and  Newington,  N.  H. ;  William,  per- 
haps of  Kittery  and  Newington,  and  the  ancestor  of  the  Hights  of  that 
region ;  Israel,  perhaps  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  ;  Benjamin,  of  Salisbury, 
and  Joseph,  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  and  Stratham,  N.  H.,  probably  lived  to 
maturity,  and  most  of  them,  if  not  all,  left  large  families  of  children. 

There  may  have  been  other  Hoyts  in  New  England,  not  belonging  to 
these  two  families ;  but  if  there  were,  we  have  found  no  proof  that  any 
of  those  who  now  bear  the  name  were  descended  from  them.  There 
seems  to  have  been  a  John  Hoyt  in  Ipswich,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1641,  who 
was  a  brickmaker,  and  in  1650  removed  to  Haverhill,  having  received  a 
grant  of  the  clay-pits  and  other  land  in  that  town,  upon  the  condition  of  his 
removing  there.     We  have  no  record  of  any  descendants. 

A  Peter  Bayt,  said  to  be  "  a  well  carriaged  and  serious  man,"  was  a 
preacher  to  the  Indians  at  Nantucket  in  1698.  He  was  probably  an  Indian 
himself ;  but  how  he  happened  to  bear  that  name  we  do  not  know. 

The  early  rise  and  progress  of  our  family  in  this  country  furnishes  a 
good  illustration  of  the  course  of  emigration,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
country  was  settled. 

The  family  of  Simon  Hoyt,  starting  from  Eastern  Massachusetts,  pro- 
ceeds step  by  step  to  ancient  Windsor,  where  it  tarries  only  for  a  time, 
and  then  divides  into  two  branches.  One  of  these  still  presses  onward  to 
the  south-west,  into  newer  regions,  till  it  strikes  the  Sound,  and  reaches 
this  county,  and  this  town.  From  this  new  starting-point  the  family  sends 
other  colonies  to  New  York  and  the  West,  till  its  representatives  are  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  other  branch  turns  up  the  valley  of  the 
Connecticut,  and  finally  makes  its  home  on  the  frontier,  in  Deerfield, 
whence  its  representatives  ascend  the  Connecticut  still  further,  and  locate 
in  the  then  new  State  of  Vermont ;  ancj  afterwards  it,  too,  finds  its  way  to 
the  great  West. 

The  family  of  John  Hoyt  remains  in  Amesbury  for  two  or  three  Gen- 
erations, and  then  its  members  pass  into  the  adjoining  parts  of  New 
Hampshire,  along  the  sea-coast  into  Maine,  and  up  the  Merrimac  to  Con- 
cord, and  the  newer  and  more  remote  parts  of  New  Hampshire,  till  they 
join  the  other  stream  from  Western  Massachusetts,  and  aid  in  peopling  Ver- 
mont. The  family  then  sends  colonies  to  Western  New  York,  and  helps  to 
swell  the  tide  setting  toward  the  West ;  but  it  has  always  left  some  to 
bear  the  name  in  the  old  town  of  Amesbury  from  which  it  sprang. 

Hence  it  is  that,  the  Hoyts  of  Connecticut,  Eastern  New  York,  and 
Western  Massachusetts,  are  generally  descended  from  Simon  Hoyt,  and 
those  of  Eastern  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Maine,  from  John 
Hoyt ;  while  in  Vermont,  Western  New  York,  and  the.  Western  States,  the 
locality  furnishes  no  clue  to  the  origin. 

The  early  history  of  our  family,  too,  furnishes  a  good  illustration  of  the 
hardships  and  privations  endured  by  the  first  settlers  of  this  country.  We 
have  already  traced  Simon  Hoyt  from  place  to  place  where  he  endured 
the  hardships  incident  to  the  times,  and  his  sons  as  they  aided  in  peopling 
the  wilderness  and  building  new  towns.     John  Hoyt,  too,  twice  built  a  new 
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house  on  new  ground,  though  within  the  limits  of  the  original  "  plantation." 
We  have  seen  how  his  son's  house  was  plundered  by  the  Indians,  while 
that  son  himself  was  slain  by  them.  We  have  spoken  of  David  Hoyt, 
who  suffered  death  by  starvation  among  the  Indians,  while  two  of  his  fam- 
ily were  slain  by  them,  and  others  endured  for  years  the  horrors  of  Indian 
captivity  in  Canada,  one  of  whom  never  returned,  and  may  possibly  have 
left  descendants  among  the  red-skins  of  the  forest.  We  might  dwell  upon 
the  history  of  the  old  French  wars,  and  the  prominent  part  taken  in  them 
by  the  Hoyts  ;  but  time  forbids.  Enough  has  been  said  to  give  some  idea 
of  the  sufferings  endured  by  our  forefathers ;  the  rest  —  the  battle  with 
nature  and  the  elements,  the  sleepless  nights,  the  wild  alarms  —  must  be 
left  to  the  imagination  to  fill  out. 

We  have  thus  briefly  glanced  at  the  history  of  those  who  first  bore  our 
name  in  this  country.  There  are  many  gaps  yet  unfilled,  especially  among 
the  descendants  of  Simon  Hoyt,  whose  family  I  have  never  professed  to 
trace,  beyond  one  or  two  generations,  and  that  imperfectly  ;  for  I  have 
never  examined  in  person  the  county,  probate,  town,  parish,  and  church 
records  of  this  region,  which  ought  to  be  rich  mines  from  which  to  draw 
material  for  such  a  work.  Do  we  not  owe  it  to  ourselves,  and  to  those 
who  none  the  less  truly  gave  us  being  because  their  names  and  memory 
are  forgotten,  to  rescue  at  least  those  names  from  oblivion  while  we  have  the 
means  of  doing  so  ?  Much  is  lost  every  year.  Old  papers  are  lost  or  de- 
stroyed, and  old  persons  die,  carrying  with  them  many  facts  that  can  never 
be  regained.  If  this  meeting  of  our  tribe  to-day  shall  move  each  one  of  us 
to  commit  to  writing  everything  which  we  can  obtain  from  the  recollection  of 
old  persons,  and  copy  with  care  such  records  as  we  are  able  to  find,  at  least 
one  object  of  our  coming  together  will  have  been  accomplished. 

We  are  too  fully  Americans  to  seek  for  titled  ancestors  on  whom  to  base 
all  our  claims  for  distinction,  and  I  trust  we  have  too  much  sound  sense 
and  experience  to  expect  untold  stores  of  inherited  wealth  to  fall  into  the 
lap  of  him  who  has  his  genealogy  complete.  Higher  and  purer  motives 
actuate  us  to-day.  It  is  but  one  short  year  since  my  own  family  united  in 
the  "filial  act  of  placing  over  the  last  resting-place  of  a  beloved  father  and 
mother  a  simple  monument  of  marble,  on  which  are  carved  the  names  of 
Enoch  and  Elizabeth  Hoyt.  We  did  it,  not  because  the  world  called  them 
great,  not  because  we  inherited  from  them  a  large  amount  of  this  world's 
goods  ;  but  because  they  tenderly  cared  for  us  in  infancy  and  childhood,  be- 
cause they  gave  us  the  best  that  they  themselves  had,  because,  in  short,  they 
were  our  parents.  With  something  of  the  same  filial  spirit,  a  printed  monu- 
ment, more  enduring  than  marble,  has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  our 
remote  ancestors  whom  we  have  never  seen. 

In  that  spirit  we  meet  here  to-day.  We  are  here  to  cherish  the  memory 
of  those  who,  in  the  providence  of  God,  suffered  such  perils  and  endured 
such  privations,  that  we  might  have  a  being  and  a  country  here.  May  the 
memory  of  Simon  Hoyt,  and  John  Hoyt,  and  David  Hoyt,  and  their  de- 
scendants, ever  be  kept  green  in  our  hearts,  not  only  for  their  many  virtues 
and  what  they  accomplished  in  this  New  World ;  but  because  they  were 
our  ancestors. 
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INTRODUCTORY   NOTE. 

The  following  sketch  was  written  by  request,  to  be  presented  to  the  Hoyt 
Family  at  their  great  gathering  at  Stamford,  Conn.  Owing  to  the  great  numbers 
present,  and  the  pressure  of  business,  only  detached  parts  of  it  were  read.  After  the 
reading  of  these,  a  large  number  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  expressed  a  strong  de- 
sire that  the  entire  document  should  be  published.  The  state  of  the  author's  health 
prevents  his  re-writing  it,  and  he  presents  it  with  all  its  defects,  as  at  first  hastily 
written.  To  the  numerous  descendants  and  near  kinsmen  of  his  father,  the 
writer  wishes  to  say,  that  he  can  express  for  them  no  higher  wish  than  that  they 
may  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  venerated  father  as  he  followed  Christ,  and  that 
his  God  may  be  their  God  and  the  God  of  their  children  and  children's  children 
forever.  Will  they  also  permit  him,  as  one  whose  gray  locks  and  feeble  steps 
admonish  him  that  his  work  on  earth  must  soon  close,  to  add  his  testimony,  that  the 
only  life  worth  living  is  a  life  devoted,  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  to  glorifyino- 
God  and  doing  good  to  man,  that  all  else  is  vanity  of  vanities  and  vexation  of 
spirit.  If  any  one  has  wandered  from  the  true  path,  let  him  know  that  if  he 
will  return  to  his  God  and  the  God  of  his  fathers,  he  shall  find  abundant  pardon  ; 
and  that  in  Christ  he  shall  find  all-sufficient  grace  to  overcome  every  evil  habit,  and 
with  robes  washed  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  shall  be  welcomed  pure  as 
an  angel  into  the  great  family  gathering  above.  May  the  writer  have  the  un- 
speakable pleasure  of  meeting  in  that  gathering  millions  of  the  Hoyt  brotherhood, 
to  unite  with  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first-born  in  ascribing  victory 
to  the  Lamb  ! 

C.  A.  Hoyt. 
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BY  HIS   SON,   REV.   CORNELIUS   A.   HOYT,   OP   OHIO. 

Ard  Hoyt,  son  of  Comfort  and  Anna  Hoyt,  was  born  October  23,  1770, 
in  Danbury,  Ct.  He  had  four  brothers  and  two  sisters,  and  was  himself 
the  youngest  of  the  family.  "When  a  small  boy  he  witnessed  the  burning 
of  Danbury  by  the  British,  and,  having  seen  his  father's  *  last  horse 
taken  from  the  cart,  on  the  top  of  which  he  was  riding,  suffered  with  the 
rest  of  the  family  in  the  privations  incident  to  the  times.  The  early  part 
of  his  life  he  spent  on  a  farm,  and,  though  of  delicate  constitution,  was  able 
to  perform  considerable  labor,  until  by  the  fracture  of  a  limb  he  was  com- 
pelled to  seek  other  employment.  For  a  time  he  carried  the  mail  on 
horseback  between  Danbury  and  one  of  the  seaports,  and  afterwards 
learned  and  practiced  the  silversmith's  trade.  Having  arrived  at  maturity, 
he  was  married  to  Esther  Booth,  of  Southbury,  Conn.,  a  woman  of  rare  vir- 
tues and  admirably  fitted  to  be  associated  with  him  in  the  humble  and  yet  sub- 
lime life  of  usefulness  which  he  afterwards  led. 

From  childhood  he  sustained  an  unblemished  moral  character,  but  early 
felt  that  something  more  was  needed.  His  convictions  of  sin  were  clear 
and  deep,  and  ended  in  his  surrendering  himself  without  reserve  to  Christ, 
not  only  for  salvation,  but  to  be  guided  by  him  in  all  his  future  life.  In 
this  surrender  he  found  a  peace  which  passeth  understanding,  and  felt, 
welling  up  from  his  heart,  an  intense  love  for  all  around  him,  and  a  deter- 
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mination  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  and  in  imitation  of  his  example,  to 
devote  his  life,  at  whatever  self-sacrifice,  to  the  great  work  of  doing  good. 

Henceforth  he  was  a  new  man.  He  went  into  the  prayer-meetings, 
and  sung,  and  prayed,  and  talked,  and  his  friends  and  neighbors  wondered, 
while  some  wept  at  the  change  which  had  come  over  him.  Cheerful  and 
genial  in  his  social,  and  humble  and  unostentatious  in  his  religious  relations, 
he  seemed  to  shed  a  holy  influence  around  him  wherever  he  went,  and 
soon  became,  by  common  consent,  and  without  his  own  seeking,  the  ac- 
knowledged leader  of  the  meetings  for  conference  and  prayer,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  the  minister,. sometimes  led  in  the  public  services. 

His  education  was  only  that  which  he  obtained  in  the  common  school, 
except  that,  by  private  reading  and  study,  he  had  improved  his  mind,  and 
acquired  knowledge  far  beyond  what  is  usual  for  persons  similarly  situated. 
His  modesty  was  equal  to  his  talents  and  piety.  •  For  some  time  he  refused 
to  listen  to  the  repeated  and  earnest  solicitations  of  his  friends  that  he 
would  consider  the  question  of  his  entering  the  ministry.  At  length,  being 
urged  at  least  to  make  it  a  subject  of  prayer,  he  consented,  and  was  soon 
led  to  believe  that  the  Lord  called  him  to  the  work.  After  a  comparatively 
short  course  of  preparation  under  private  tuition,  he  was  regularly  licensed 
and  subsequently  ordained  by  a  Congregational  association.  He  preached 
his  first  sermon  in  Danbury,  where  he  had  spent  the  most  of  his  life,  and 
in  the  church  where  he  had  been  baptized  in  infancy.  Some  who  had 
known  him  only  as  the  farmer-boy,  or  the  mail-boy,  or  the  silversmith, 
were  greatly  surprised,  while  the  sermon  itself  was  regarded  a  a  model 
discourse,  and  highly  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  it. 

Having  labored  for  a  short  time,  and  with  success,  in  Connecticut,  he 
looked  over  the  broad  West,  which  was  for  the  most  part  a  wilderness ; 
and,  seeing  with  almost  prophetic  foresight  the  influence  which  it  was  to 
exert  in  the  opening  future,  his  spirit  was  stirred  within  him,  and  he 
determined  to  make  that  the  field  of  his  future  labors.  Notwithstanding 
the  forebodings  of  many  and  the  predictions  of  some,  that  he  and  his  family 
would  be  massacred  by  the  Indians,  he  removed  to  the  valley  of  Wyoming, 
famous  as  the  scene  of  the  Indian  massacre,  and  was  soon  installed  pastor 
of  two  churches,  one  in  Kingston,  the  other  in  Wilkesbarre,  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  Susquehanna.  In  addition  to  his  faithful  and  successful  labors 
as  pastor,  he  performed  a  large  amount  of  missionary  labor  up  and  down 
the  river,  riding  of  course  on  horseback,  and  taking  such  fare  as  he 
could  get.  These  labors  resulted  in  the  organization  of  a  large  number  of 
flourishing  churches. 

I  will  here  relate  an  incident  which  illustrates  three  characteristics  for 
which  he  was  remarkably  distinguished  his  whole  life  long ;  his  rigid  in- 
tegrity, his  great  self-denial,  and  his  unwavering  trust  in  God.  His  salary 
was  quite  small,  and  his  people  were  remiss  in  paying  even  the  small  pit- 
tance they  had  subscribed.  He  had  been  much  assisted  by  his  brother, 
Daniel  Hoyt,  who  was  deacon  in  the  church,  and  who  was  always  ready 
to  divide  with  him  ;  but  feeling  it  wrong  to  draw  any  further  upon  his 
brother's  generosity,  and  regarding  it  as  a  moral  delinquency  to  contract 
a  debt  without  a  fair  prospect  of  making  prompt  payment,  he  was  reduced 
to  great  straits.  When  mother  said  to  him,  "  My  dear*  our  provisions  are 
all  gone,  what  shall  we  do?"  he  answered,  "The  Lord  will  provide." 
"  But  what  shall  we  have  for  breakfast  ? "    "  Is  there  no  flour  ?  "    "  None." 
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«  No  Indian  meal  ?  "  "  None."  "  No  potatoes  ?  "  "  None."  "  No  bread  ?  " 
"  None,  except  a  few  dry  crusts."  "  Dry  crusts  !  they  are  far  better  than 
we  deserve !  let  us  have  them,  and  thank  the  Lord  for  his  great  mercy  in 
giving  them  to  us."  We  had  one  cow,  which  gave  some  milk  ;  so  the  crusts 
were  put  in  milk  and  placed  on  the  hearth  by  the  open  fire  to  soak,  while 
the  family  were  assembled  for  morning  worship. 

During  worship  a  little  pet  dog,  which  had  always  been  allowed  to  locate 
himself  in  a  corner  of  the  fireplace,  in  changing  his  position,  made  a  mis- 
step, tumbled  into  the  now  scalding  milk,  and- came  out  minus  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  hair,  and  also  minus  a  large  part  of  his  usually  placid  tem- 
per. With  the  yelping  of  the  dog,  and  the  alternate  laughing  and  crying 
of  the  children,  our  worship  was  a  little  mixed  that  morning,  but  somehow 
we  got  through. 

But  what  were  we  to  do  for  breakfast?  A  large  sprinkling  of  hair 
might  do  in  mortar,  but  if  sent  on  the  road  to  the  stomach,  it  might  stick  by 
the  way.  In  short,  there  was  nothing  left  but  to  follow  suit ;  and  as  the 
dog  was  minus  his  hair,  we  children  went  to  school  minus  our  breakfast. 

The  schoolhouse  was  at  such  a  distance  that  we  usually  carried  our  din- 
ner. At  noon  our  cousins  took  out  their  dinner,  and  said  to  us,  "  Where  is 
your  dinner  ?  "  "  We  hadn't  any  to  bring."  "  Hadn't  any  !  why,  what  did 
you  do  for  breakfast  ?  "  "  Hadn't  any."  "  No  breakfast,  nor  dinner !  "  and 
our  cousins  began  to  cry,  and  insisted  on  our  sharing  with  them,  which  we 
of  course  were  very  glad  to  do.  (One  of  these  cousins  was  the  father  of 
Gen.  Hoyt,  who  addressed  you  yesterday.)  As  soon  as  school  was  out, 
our  cousins  hurried  home,  and  told  their  father  the  whole  story.  He  could 
scarcely  believe  it,  but  being  assured  that  it  was  even  so,  he  lost  no  time 
in  filling  a  two-horse  wagon  with  such  provisions  as  he  had,  cooked  and 
uncooked,  and  driving  to  the  door,  said  :  "  Brother,  what  have  I  done  ? 
Do  you  not  know  that  I  am  always  ready  to  divide  the  last  crust  with 
you  ?  "  (Here  the  speaker,  in  allusion  to  a  paper  which  had  been  read  on 
the  "  Traits  of  the  Hoyt  Family,"  asked  if  this  disposition  to  divide  was 
not  one  of  the  traits  of  the  Hoyt  Family,  and  paid  a  high  compliment  to 
the  citizens  of  Stamford  for  the  very  liberal  provision  they  had  made  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  brotherhood ;  and  from  the  bountiful  supplies  with 
which  their  tables  were  loaded,  he  would  think  they  had  something  more 
than  crusts  to  divide.)  My  father  replied :  "  Yes,  you  have  been  too 
kind  to  me,  but  I  felt  that  I  had  already  imposed  too  much  upon  your  gen- 
erosity." 

This  story  leaked  out,  and  the  people,  whose  remissness  had  been  rather 
of  carelessness  than  design,  not  only  paid  up  the  salary,  but  sent  in  a 
liberal  supply  of  extras,  which  were  highly  and  practically  appreciated 
by  us  all,  not  excepting  the  poor  dog,  whose  one  misstep  had  been  produc- 
tive of  such  unexpected  results.  During  these  embarrassments,  the  labors 
of  the  pastor  and  missionary  were  unremitted,  and  now  that  the  embar- 
rassments were  for  the  time  removed,  those  labors  were  greatly  increased, 
and  with  the  most  happy  results. 

My  father  was  remarkably  free  and  unconventional  in  his  manners,  and 
this,  with  his  cheerful  and  genial  spirit,  gave  him  almost  unbounded  influ- 
ence over  all  with  whom  he  associated.  (Here  again  the  speaker  referred 
to  the  wonderfully  genial  spirit  which  pervaded  the  assembly,  and  asked 
if  this  also  was  not  a  trait  of  the  Hoyt  Family.)     There  was  not  a  fireside 
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in  the  laud  so  humble  that  he  was  not  warmly  welcomed  to  it  as  a  home- 
guest;  not  a  child  so  timid  as  not  to  throw  itself  lovingly  into  his  embrace. 
In  the  parlors  of  the  rich,  also,  he  was  always  a  welcome  guest,  and 
here,  as  among  the  poor,  displayed  the  same  free  and  easy  manners,  show- 
ing that,  like  his  divine  Master,  he  belonged  to  humanity,  and,  paying  little 
regard  to  the  accidental  distinctions  of  life,  was  intent  only  on  doing  good 
to  all  men  as  he  had  opportunity. 

While  thus  securing  a  strong  hold  on  the  affections  of  almost  all  with 
whom  he  associated,  he  was  yet  very  plain  and  direct  in  dealing  with  the 
consciences  of  men.  In  his  preaching,  especially,  here  was  his  great  power. 
Clear  and  logical,  without  anything  fanatical  or  boisterous,  he  was  yet  so 
deeply  solemn  and  earnest,  and  so  evidently  filled  with  the  Spirit,  that  he 
made  his  way  almost  irresistibly  to  every  man's  conscience  and  heart ;  his 
hearers  felt,  as  by  a  divine  impulse,  that  they  were  listening  not  so  much 
to  him  as  to  God  speaking  through  him  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and 
of  power.  On  one  occasion,  after  preaching  two  sermons  on  Human  De- 
pravity, a  well  dressed  and  apparently  somewhat  intelligent  gentleman  step- 
ped up  to  him  and  said,  "  I  can  take  such  insult  from  no  man,  if  he  is  a 
clergyman.  I  came  to  hear  the  gospel  preached,  and  in  the  morning  you  took 
up  my  case,  and  evidently  leveled  your  whole  sermon  directly  at  me.  I 
thought  it  strange,  but  concluded  that  if  you  dealt  in  this  way  with  every 
one,  I  would  not  complain.  So  I  came  in  the  afternoon  to  see  whom  you 
would  take  next ;  but,  to  my  astonishment,  you  pitched  into  me  again,  and 
pictured  out  so  minutely  the  delinquencies  of  my  whole  life,  that  I  knew 
you  intended  to  be  personal.     I  demand  an  apology." 

My  father  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  the  man  before,  and  with  some 
difficulty  convincing  him  of  this,  and  receiving  instead  of  making  an  apol- 
ogy, kindly  but  faithfully  sent  him  home  to  settle  the  matter  with  God  and 
his  own  conscience. 

The  following  anecdote  may  illustrate  his  entire  freedom  from  anything 
like  moroseness  or  sanctimoniousness,  in  his  intercourse  with  others.  A 
Rev.  Doctor  said  to  me  :  "  When  I  first  became  acquainted  with  your  father, 
he  was  so  cheerful  and  free,  and  almost  jovial  in  his  social  relations,  that  I 
concluded  he  was  a  man  of  very  little,  if  any,  piety,  at  all  events  not  fit  for 
a  minister ;  but,  on  further  acquaintance,  I  found  in  him  a  depth  of  religious 
experience  far  beyond  anything  /  had  known,  and  through  his  influence  I 
have  changed  my  whole  life,  and  have  become  far  more  social,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  far  more  useful  than  ever  before."  The  truth'  was,  he  lived  in 
Christ  and  Christ  in  him,  and  Christ's  loving  spirit  was  radiated  from  him 
upon  all  around.  On  the  Sabbath,  besides  preaching  two  sermons,  it  was 
his  practice  to  appoint  a  special  meeting  for  children  and  youth ;  and  in  these 
familiar  ministrations  he  had  the  happy  faculty  of  giving  instruction  without 
producing  weariness,  and  entertainment  without  any  admixture  of  levity. 

But  it  was  in  the  family,  more  perhaps  than  anywhere  else,  that  his 
peculiar  excellences  of  character  became  apparent.  Here,  in  perfect 
freedom  and  childlike  simplicity,  he  mingled  with  us  in  our  sports,  as  well 
as  in  our  more  serious  employments,  exhibiting  more  of  the  familiarity  of 
the  playmate  than  the  authority  of  the  father.  Well  do  I  remember  that 
charmed  circle ;  how  like  a  spirit  of  light  and  love  he  breathed  upon  us 
his  own  loving  nature,  and  made  us  feel  that  heaven  was  indeed  brought 
down  to  earth. 
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In  circumstances  of  danger  he  was  always  calm  and  self-possessed.  I 
remember  one  Sabbath,  when,  with  the  family  and  a  traveling  minister, 
crossing;  the  river  from  Wilkesbarre  to  Kingston  to  attend  the  afternoon 
service,  a'  high  wind  brought  our  open  boat  round  so  as  to  expose  it  to 
the  waves  and  nearly  capsize  it.  While  the  other  minister  was  very 
much  frightened,  my  father  showed  not  the  least  perturbation.  I  was 
then  a  child,  and  having  seen  my  father  always  calm,  under  all  circum- 
stances, was  greatly  surprised  to  see  the  other  minister  so  frightened,  and 
after  the  danger  was  over  said  to  him,  "  What  were  you  afraid  of?  Were 
you  afraid  of  going  to  heaven  too  soon  ?  "  He  replied,  a  little  confused, 
"I  did  not  much  like  the  idea  of  going  to  Heaven  by  water."  But,  on 
water  or  on  land,  in  sunshine  or  in  storm,  through  all  his  eventful  life,  in 
which  he  was  often  placed  in  circumstances  of  great  trial,  my  father 
seemed  always  to  maintain  a  perfect  serenity,  realizing  the  fulfillment  of 
the  promise,  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace  whose  mind  is  stayed 
on  thee,  because  he  trusteth  in  thee !  " 

In  ecclesiastical  meetings,  though  not  at  all  disposed  to  put  himself  for- 
ward, he  was  always  a  marked  man,  and  frequently  selected  to  preach  on 
special  occasions.  A  sermon  which  he  preached  on  one  of  these  occasions, 
on  the  subject  of  the  importance  of,  and  the  ways  and  means  of  bringing  the 
church  up  to,  a  far  higher  standard  of  benevolence,  produced  a  profound 
impression ;  and,  in  my  somewhat  extensive  intercourse  with  persons  engaged 
in  the  various  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  day,  I  have  frequently  met  with 
men  who  have  told  me  that  they  owed  all  they  were,  and  whatever  good  they 
had  done,  to  his  influence,  either  through  personal  acquaintance  with  him, 
or  through  what  they  had  read  of  his  letters,  or  heard  of  his  labors.  His  in- 
fluence was  far  from  being  confined  to  the  limited  circle  of  his  denominational 
connections.  I  was  once  invited  to  preach  at  a  quarterly  meeting  of  a  de- 
nomination (United  Brethren)  somewhat  numerous  at  the  West,  and  having 
among  them  a  large  amount  of  vital  piety.  At  the  close  of  the  sermon, 
the  presiding  elder,  who  was  a  very  humble  and  devoted  Christian,  and 
whose  labors  far  and  wide  had  been  greatly  blessed,  with  tears  in  his  eyes 
threw  his  arms  around  me,  and  afterwards,  learning  that  I  was  the  youngest 
son  of  Ard  Hoyt,  was  almost  overcome  with  emotion.  "  Why,"  said  he, 
"  I  owe  all  I  am  under  God  to  your  father.  Your  father  baptized  me  when 
a  child,  and  my  mother  was  so  enthusiastic  in  his  praises,  and  took  so  much 
pains  to  breathe  into  me  his  spirit,  that  I  grew  tfp  with  a  holy  ambition  to 
be  like  him."  It  was  one  marked  feature  of  my  father's  preaching  that  he 
took  great  pains  to  teach  parents  to  bring  up  their  children  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord ;  and  in  his  missionary  tours  through  destitute 
settlements,  this  mother  in  Israel,  for  she  was  a  very  devote^  Christian, 
had  occasionally  heard  him  preach  on  this  subject,  and  had  brought  up  her 
children  on  his  model. 

My  father  laid  great  stress  upon  self-denial.  Self-denial,  he  used  to  say, 
was  the  great  secret  of  success,  and  the  only  road  to  true  happiness.  It 
was  a  maxim  of  his  life,  and  one  which  he  frequently  recommended  to 
others,  "  In  doubtful  cases  take  that  course  which  requires  the  most 
self-denial !  "  By  this  he  did  not  mean  the  self-denial  of  the  ascetic,  but 
only  that  of  the  genial  Christian ;  and  perhaps  no  man  ever  exhibited  ir 
his  life  more  of  this  true  Christian  self-denial,  or  realized  more  largely 
its  reward  in  an  habitually  contented  and  joyful  spirit.     His  success  in 
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practising  this  self-denial,  and  the  peace  and  joy  connected  with  its  prac- 
tice, were  not  self-originated,  but  attributable  solely  to  his  deep  and  intimate 
communion  with  Christ.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  my  brother  and  myself  he 
says :  "Asa  witness  for  the  promises,  I  wish  to  put  it  on  record,  that  when 
I  have  been  able  to  fix  my  eye  steadily  on  Jesus,  and  contemplate  the 
grand  concerns  of  his  kingdom,  I  have  never  found  it  difficult  to  walk  upon 
the  waves."  It  was  the  "  eye  fixed  steadily  on  Jesus,"  who  for  the  joy  set 
before  him  endured  the  cross,  which  enabled  him  so  cheerfully  to  bear  the 
cross  after  him. 

I  will  here  mention  but  one  other  characteristic,  that  of  his  remarkable 
adaptation  to  act  the  part  of  a  pacificator.  Whenever  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty in  a  family,  in  a  community,  or  in  a  church,  the  people  early  learned 
to  send  for  him ;  and  almost  uniformly,  through  his  wonderful  tact  and 
kindly  influence,  peace  was  the  result.  In  this  and  in  other  statements,  I 
do  not  give  merely  the  impressions  of  filial  partiality,  but  what  I  have 
frequently  learned  from  others,  and  from  those  whose  relations  to  him  were 
such  as  not  to  lead  to  an  over-estimate  of  the  excellences  of  his  character. 

Having  labored  thus  zealously  and  successfully  in  moulding  society  at 
home,  his  attention  was  directed  to  the  foreign  field.  Here  his  feelings  be- 
came deeply  interested,  and  he  determined  so  to  train  his  children  as  to 
qualify  them  for  foreign  missionaries,  in  the  hope  that  the  Lord  would  call 
them  to  the  work.  His  mind  was  greatly  exercised  on  this  subject,  and  one 
night  he  lay  awake  till  a  very  late  hour,  revolving  in  his  mind  the  terrible 
condition  of  the  heathen  world,  when  suddenly  the  thought  came  over  him, 
with  almost  overwhelming  power,  "The  present  generation  of  heathen  will 
be  gone  before  my  children  can  possibly  reach  them  ;  why  wait  ?  why  not 
go  myself,  and  take  my  family  with  me?"  His  family  consisted  of 
himself  and  wife,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  eldest  twenty-three, 
and  the  youngest  ten.  His  mind  was  soon  made  up ;  to  the  great  surprise 
of  his  friends,  and  at  first  against  their  earnest  remonstrances,  he  resolved 
to  o-o.  This  was  about  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and,  having  corresponded 
with  Dr.  Worcester,  the  first  corresponding  secretary,  and  others,  and  re- 
ceiving a  warm  response  from  them,  stating  that  they  had  been  looking  and 
praying  for  just  such  a  man,  and  just  such  a  family,  he  laid  the  subject  before 
us.  My  mother  was  in  very  feeble  health,  and  thought  it  doubtful  whether 
she  would  live  through  the  journey, but  said  she  would  rather  die  on  the  road, 
than  keep  him  back  from  such  a  work ;  and  so  from  the  oldest  to  the  young- 
est, we  all  consented  to  go,  and  if  need  be  die  with  him,  for  it  was  then 
considered  a  dangerous  thing  to  go  among  the  Indians,  and  especially  to  take 
a  family  among  them.  I,  the  youngest,  then  in  my  tenth  year,  well  re- 
member what  enthusiasm  my  father  breathed  into  me,  as  he  told  me  of 
the  wretched  condition  of  the  heathen  boys,  and  how  willing  and  anxious 
I  was  to  go  and  do  something  to  improve  their  condition. 

But  how  could  we  go  ?  We  had  no  funds.  My  father  went  out  as  agent 
of  the  Board,  and  breathing  something  of  his  own  spirit  into  the  churches 
wherever  he  went,  collected  for  those  times  a  large  sum ;  but  he  soon  received 
a  letter  from  the  Board  directing  him  not  to  wait,  but  go  immediately  to  the 
field.  In  a  few  days  our  whole  family,  packed  in  a  two-horse  wagon, 
might  have  been  seen  wending  our  way  up  the  steeps  of  the  mountain,  at 
the  foot  of  which  Wilkesbarre  is  situated,  and  a  jollier  company  probably 


ARD    HOYT,    THE    MISSIONARY.  53 

never  was  seen.  We  had  shed  tears  freely  at  parting  from  loved  scenes 
and  loved  friends,  but  they  were  tears  of  joy  rather  than  of  sorrow ;  for  my 
father  s  great  cheerfulness  and  joy  in  the  new  work  in  which  he  was  engag- 
ing were  contagious,  and  we  all  felt  the  inspiration.  The  first  night  we 
spent  on  the  top  of  that  mountain,  and  a  happy  night  it  was,  for  we  seemed 
nearer  heaven  than  ever  before. 

Having  made  our  way  to  the  sea-coast,  we  set  sail  for  Savannah,  Ga. 
Meeting  at  first  with  heavy  head-winds,  the  captain  became  terribly  enraged, 
and  swore  he  always  had  bad  luck  when  he  had  a  priest  and  women  on 
board.  Soon  the  wind  changed,  and  we  made  a  very  pleasant  and  quick 
trip.  The  captain  said  he  had  not  made  so  quick  a  trip  for  thirty  years, 
and  became  wonderfully  attached  to  my  father,  and  was  greatly  improved 
in  his  manners.  At  Savannah  we  purchased  a  two-horse  wagon,  and  made 
our  way  slowly  and  with  some  difficulty,  but  cheerfully,  to  the  country  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians. 

The  first  night  we  spent  by  a  beautiful  stream  on  the  bare  ground, 
surrounded  by  an  unbroken  forest,  and  far  from  any  human  habitation. 
To  many  the  situation  would  have  been  regarded  as  gloomy  in  the  ex- 
treme, but  my  father's  heart  was  overflowing  with  joy  at  having,  at  last, 
reached  the  field  of  his  labors,  and  he  infused  into  us  his  own  cheerfulness, 
so  that  with  merry  hearts  we  made  a  delightful  supper  on  simple  Indian 
or  corn-meal  pudding.  A  traveler  who  had  lost  his  way,  and  was  frightened 
almost  out  of  his  wits  lest  the  Indians  should  kill  him,  came  to  us  and  was 
overjoyed  to  be  allowed  to  take  a  seat  on  a  log  by  our  fire,  and  partake  of  the 
luxury  of  our  Indian  pudding.  The  next  morning,  just  as  the  sun  arose  in 
an  unclouded  sky,  a  Moravian  missionary,  who  had  penetrated  these  wilds 
before  us,  and  who  had  heard  of  our  approach,  in  his  buckskin  suit 
throughout,  cap  and  all,  very  unexpectedly  presented  himself  before  us, 
and  lifting  both  hands  to  heaven,  the  tears  streaming  from  his  eyes,  cried 
"  Welcome !  welcome  !  welcome !  "  and  then  threw  his  arms  around  my  father 
and  again  repeated  his  hearty  welcome  to  us  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
He  soon  guided  us  to  his  snug  little  log  cabin  home,  in  front  of  which  his 
wife,  in  a  costume  which  was  simplicity  itself,  repeating  the  hearty  wel- 
come, threw  herself  upon  my  mother  and  sisters,  and  such  a  love-feast  as 
we  had,  has  I  think  seldom  before  or  since  been  enjoyed.  Having  here  re- 
freshed ourselves,  we  proceeded  farther  into  the  interior,  and  my  father 
soon  sought  an  interview  with  the  council  of  the  Indian  chiefs. 

Their  council  hall  was  partly  under  ground,  and  he  was  conducted  with 
solemn  awe  through  a  dark  labyrinth  with  sepulchral  surroundings  into 
the  august  presence  of  the  chiefs,  who  sat  in  solemn  silence,  and  arrayed 
in  costume  becoming  the  high  dignity  of  the  preeminent  and  long-honored 
tribe  of  the  Cherokees. 

After  an  address  from  him  through  an  interpreter,  he  was  requested  to 
withdraw,  but  was  soon  recalled,  when  the  principal  chief  thus  addressed  him : 
"  We  have  so  often  been  deceived  by  the  fair  talks  but  selfish  acts  of  the 
whites,  that  we  had  lost  confidence  in  them.  But  you  do  not  talk  like 
them.  You  seem  to  be  really  our  friend,  and  we  believe  the  Great  Spirit 
has  sent  you  to  do  us  good.  We  give  you  our  heart's  welcome,  and  place 
ourselves,  and  will  place  our  children  at  your  feet  to  hear  what  the  Great 
Spirit  has  to  say  to  us.  In  token  of  our  entire  confidence  we  give  you 
our  right  hands."     Then  one  by  one  they  took  him  warmly  by  the  hand. 
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Henceforth  he  had  their  entire  confidence,  and  seemed  to  have  the  whole 
tribe  put  into  his  hands  to  mould  as  he  pleased. 

The  plan  adopted  was  to  have  a  large  central  station,  and  local  stations 
around.     The  central  station  was  called,  after  the  missionary,  Brainerd. 

My  father  was  inaugurated  general  superintendent  of  all  the  stations,  be- 
sides sustaining  the  relation  of  pastor  of  the  church  at  Brainerd.  About 
two  hundred  Indian  youths  of  both  sexes  were  received  into  the  school  at 
Brainerd,  and  quite  a  number  at  the  other  stations.  These  youth  were 
boarded  and  partly  clothed  at  the  expense  of  the  mission.  At  my  father's 
suggestion,  the  missionaries  and  assistant  missionaries  were  called  together, 
and  entered  into  a  written  agreement  to  own  no  private  property,  but  to 
devote  themselves  with  all  they  possessed  to  the  common  cause.  Besides 
the  various  religious  meetings,  a  business  meeting  was  held  once  a  week  to 
determine  by  vote  what  should  be  done.  My  father  presided,  and  in  case 
of  difference  of  judgment  had  the  happy  faculty  of  harmonizing  conflicting 
views,  and  all  moved  on  in  perfect  concord.  This  harmony,  and  the  warm 
love  which  prevailed  among  the  missionaries,  excited  the  wonder  of  the 
Indians  ;  and  it  was  a  common  remark  among  them,  "  How  wonderfully 
these  missionaries  love  one  another,  and  love  everybody  !  "  and  thus  in  turn  • 
they  learned  to  love  the  missionaries,  and  in  many  ways  expressed  for  them 
their  warm  regard.  The  President  of  the  United  States  spent  several  days 
with  us,  and  my  father  associated  with  him  as  familiarly  as  with  a  brother, 
and  told  him  of  his  plans  for  elevating  the  Indian  race.  The  President 
listened  with  the  deepest  interest,  professed  himself  greatly  pleased,  and  on 
parting  gave  him  a  check  for  $1000  and  told  him  to  let  him  know 
his  wants  from  time  to  time,  promising  to  render  all  the  aid  in  his  power. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  give  particulars  of  the  success  of  these  mission- 
ary labors ;  —  how  the  young  Indian  queen  was  converted,  and,  dreaming 
of  hearing  the  music  of  heaven,  on  waking  and  remembering  the  two 
first  lines,  prepared,  with  the  assistance  of  others,  a  hymn-book  in  the 
Cherokee  language ;  —  how  the  famous  Indian  Guess  invented  a  syllabic 
alphabet  and  introduced  writing  and  printing  into  what  had  before  been  only  a 
spoken  language  ;  —  how  the  distinguished  warrior,  named  by  the  mission- 
aries John  Huss,  left'  a  high  position  in  his  tribe,  and  devoted  himself  with 
marvelous  success,  and  almost  surpassing  eloquence,  to  the  work  of  preach- 
ing the  gospel  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  ;  —  how  a  ma- 
tronly Indian  woman  came  to  hear  my  father  preach,  and  at  first  laughed 
out  heartily  before  the  whole  congregation  at  what  she  regarded  as  the  ri- 
diculousness of  the  gospel,  afterwards  was  converted,  and  became  a  mother 
in  Israel ;  —  how  another,  who  had  never  heard  of  a  Bible  or  of  Christ,  but 
being  greatly  distressed  on  account  of  her  sins,  came  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  alone  and  on  horseback  to  our  station,  and,  being  overjoyed  to  hear  of  a 
Saviour,  was  converted  and  went  back  to  be  the  means  of  the  conversion 
of  many  of  her  old  neighbors ;  —  how  two  other  Indian  women  came  on 
foot  twenty  miles  over  a  mountain,  and  swam  a  river,  to  attend  our 
morning  service  ;  —  how  a  proud  young  Indian  scoffer,  with  a  wisdom  at 
least  equal  to  that  of  some  of  our  modern  sceptics,  proved  the  Bible  false 
and  the  missionaries  cheats,  because  we  told  him  the  world  turned  round 
on  its  axis,  and  he  had  gone  to  his  open  hog-pen  in  the  morning  and  found 
that  the  hogs  had  not  tumbled  out ;  but  afterwards,  being  converted,  be- 
came one  of  our  best  interpreters,  and  a  great  help  in  the  cause ;  —  how 
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the  principal  Indian  chief  on  the  one  side,  and  an  humble  black  man  on  the 
other,  went  into  the  pulpit  with  us  and  alternately  interpreted  for  us,  and 
enforced  from  their  own  experience  and  example  the  power  of  the  gospel  to 
unite  men  of  all  classes  in  one  happy  brotherhood  ;  —  how  the  schools  and 
churches,  with  many  thrilling  incidents  connected  with  their  organization 
and  progress,  were  greatly  prospered,  till  the  whole  tribe  was  brought  up 
from  barbarism  to  a  high  state  of  Christian  civilization.  But  this  would 
make  a  volume,  instead  of  the  brief  sketch  which  I  have  intended. 

My  father's  missionary  labors  were  not  confined  to  the  Cherokees.  The 
corresponding  secretary  of  the  Board,  Dr.  Worcester,  wrote,  requesting  him 
to  meet  him  in  the  Choctaw  county,  to  consult  on  the  best  means  of  ex- 
tending opertions  throughout  all  the  Western  tribes.  In  complying  with  the 
request,  he  encountered  great  hardships,  passing  through  uninhabited  wilds, 
clambering  over  cragged  mountains,  and  crossing  deep  rivers  without  boat  or 
bridge ;  but  with  faith,  and  courage,  and  cheerfulness  unabated,  he  soon 
returned,  was  not  long  after  joined  by  Dr.  Worcester,  and  was  permitted 
to  stand  by  the  death-bed  of  that  wonderful  man  of  God  and  receive  from 
him  his  parting  blessing. 

The  incidents  of  missionary  life  were  by  no  means  all  of  a  serious  char- 
acter, as  the  following  anecdote  will  show.  In  a  war  between  the  Osages 
and  the  Cherokees,  a  number  of  captives  had  been  taken  from  the  Osages, 
and  we  were  anxious  that  some  of  these  captives  should  be  brought  to  our 
school  and  educated,  hoping  they  might  hereafter  become  missionaries  to 
their  tribe.  My  father,  accompanied  by  one  of  my  brothers,  set  out  in 
search  of  some  of  these  captives.  They  traveled  through  a  wild  and  des- 
olate region,  and  having  been  for  several  days  without  anything  to  eat, 
came  to  a  little  hut  where  a  kindly  Indian  woman  was  sitting  with  a  large 
wooden  bowl  of  hominy  in  the  middle  of  the  earth-floor.  It  had  been 
raining,  and  the  pigs  had  made  quite  a  mud-hole  at  the  door,  and  a  little 
child,  in  a  state  of  perfect  nudity,  came  dashing  through  the  mud-hole,  and 
stepped  square  into  the  hominy  bowl,  coming  out  with  his  foot  somewhat 
cleaner,  whatever  might  be  said  of  the  hominy.  The  old  woman  seemed 
quite  mortified,  and,  catching  the  boy  with  one  hand  and  taking  the  ladle 
from  the  hominy  with  the  other,  by  a  logic  peculiarly  her  own,  which  was 
not  the  argumentum  ad  hominem  (the  argument  addressed  to  the  hominy), 
nor  the  argumentum  a  prior-i  (the  argument  addressed  to  the  eye),  but  by 
that  other  form  of  logic  well  known  to  logicians,  gave  him  some  fun- 
damental lessons  in  manners  which  he  would  not  likely  soon  forget,  and, 
returning  the  ladle  to  the  hominy,  politely  invited  her  guests  to  help 
themselves.  To  eat,  or  not  to  eat,  was  the  question  ;  whether  to  die  by 
starvation,  or  to  die  by  eating  the  peck  of  dirt.  My  father  was  conscien- 
tious in  all  such  matters,  and  concluding  it  to  be  his  duty  to  eat  what  was 
set  before  him,  dipped  in,  and,  in  spite  of  some  lingering  of  the  prejudices 
of  civilization,  found  it  on  the  whole  quite  palatable.  My  brother,  who 
was  not  quite  so  conscientious,  demurred,  thinking  that,  if  he  must  die,  he 
would  rather  die  of  starvation.  Many  a  hearty  laugh  have  we  had  over 
this  and  similar  experiences,  and  during  intervals  of  relaxation,  my  father 
always  contrived  by  amusing  anecdotes  and  pleasantries  to  keep  us  in  good 
humor,  even  under  circumstances  which  otherwise  would  have  made  us 
gloomy. 

For  those  who  were  liable  to  become  faint-hearted  and  weary,  he  kept 
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on  hand  a  large  supply  of  encouraging  texts  of  Scripture,  which  he  dealt 
out  freely  as  occasion  offered ;  such,  for  example,  as  the  following  to  one 
who  was  perplexed  and  knew  not  what  to  do :  "  If  any  man  lack  wisdom, 
let  him  ask  of  God,  and  it  shall  be  given  him ; "  "  Commit  thy  way  unto  the 
Lord,  trust  also  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass ;  "  and,  in  connection 
with  these  passages,  he  was  always  ready  to  give  advice  to  those  who  sought 
it.  In  spiritual  difficulties,  especially,  scarcely  ever  did  any  one  go  to  him 
without  coming  away  a  wiser,  a  better,  and  a  happier  man.  He  had  in 
him  a  well  of  living  water,  and  from  him  flowed  in  every  direction  streams 
to  gladden  all  who  were  within  the  range  of  his  influence. 



The  latter  part  of  his  life  he  spent  at  Willstown  Station,  about  sixty 
miles  from  Brainerd,  still  continuing  his  labors  without  intermission. 
Here  he  was  visited  by  a  cousin,  whom  he  had  not  met  before  since  they 
played  together  in  their  boyhood.  Their  meeting  was  a  very  joyful  one, 
and  with  great  interest  they  recounted  to  each  other  their  various  expe- 
riences since  they  last  met.  This  cousin,  who  was  an  intelligent  gentle- 
man of  good  moral  character  and  of  many  excellent  qualities,  but  who 
had  lived  as  men  of  the  world  usually  live,  became  greatly  affected,  and 
with  an  exceedingly  sad  countenance  said,  "  Cousin,  I  would  give  a  thou- 
sand worlds  if  I  had  lived  as  you  have ;  you  have  lived  for  others,  and 
your  life  has  been  a  grand  success  ;  I  have  lived  for  myself  and  my  life 
has  been  an  ignominious  failure."  Sadly  these  cousins  parted,  my  father 
commending  him  to  Christ,  and  his  cousin  expressing  the  fear  that  it 
was  now  too  late  1  This  scene,  with  its  striking  contrast,  conveyed  to 
me  a  moral,  and  made  an  impression  on  my  mind  which  I  shall  never  for- 
get. Still  most  vividly  in  my  mind  do  I  see  the  two  boys  playing  side  by 
side  in  their  childhood,  and  the  two  old  men  meeting  again,  —  but  how 
changed !  How  different  the  life  they  have  led  !  how  different  their  hopes 
for  the  future  ! 

My  father  had  secured  an  almost  unbounded  influence  over  all  classes, 
and  the  Indians,  in  token  of  their  warm  love  and  high  veneration,  had 
named  him  after  an  ancient  chief,  whom  they  had  long  venerated  and 
almost  worshipped.  He  continued  to  labor  with  unabated  zeal  and  suc- 
cess, to  the  close  of  his  life.  Always  cheerful,  he  maintained  an  un- 
broken serenity  to  the  last.  I  once  asked  him  what  death  he  would 
prefer  to  die.  He  replied,  "  The  death  which  pleases  God."  "  But  if  God 
should  refer  it  to  you  to  decide ?  "  "I  would  refer  it  back  to  him."  "  But  if 
he  were  to  require  you  to  decide ? "  "I  would  rather  die  suddenly,  that  I 
may  not  prove  a  burden  to  my  friends."  He  had  his  choice.  The  Sabbath 
previous  to  his  death  he  preached,  with  more  than  even  wonted  power, 
from  the  text,  "  Let  the  same  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus." 

On  Monday,  he  came  out  from  his  closet,  in  which  he  usually  spent  an 
hour  or  .two  in  the  morning,  and,  having  read  the  12th  chapter  of  Luke, 
said,  "  These  are  precious  promises."  "  Blessed  are  those  servants  whom 
the  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  find  watching:  verily  I  say  unto  you, 
that  he  shall  gird  himself,  and  make  them  to  sit  down  to  meat,  and  will 
come  forth  and  serve  them."  During  the  day  he  attended  as  usual  to 
the  business  of  the  mission,  at  night  conducted  family  worship  with  his 
usual  calmness  and  fervor.  Soon  after  we  had  all  retired  to  rest,  my 
mother  called  me  from  my  chamber,  which  was  over  theirs ;  —  my  father 
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was  dying  !  No  !  it  was  not  death.  The  family  were  assembled,  he  sat 
on  the  bedside,  and  I  sat  beside  him  supporting  him  in  my  arms.  He 
could  not  speak,  but  his  countenance  was  like  that  of  an  angel.  I  said, 
"  We  are  all  in  the  hands  of  God."  He  nodded  his  assent,  then  look- 
ing each  one  by  turns  a  calm  and  loving  farewell,  he  turned  his  eyes  up- 
wards, with  difficulty  articulated,  "  I  am  going,"  and,  with  serene  brow  and 
the  smile  of  heaven  upon  his  face,  he  was  with  the  spirits  of  the  just  made 
perfect. 

I  laid  him  back  upon  the  bed ;  the  same  heavenly  smile  was  there,  and 
was  witnessed  with  surprise  by  the  multitudes  who  attended  his  funeral, 
and  continued  till,  in  the  centre  of  our  beautiful  little  garden-spot,  we  laid 
his  body  to  rest  till  the  resurrection  morn.  After  I  had  laid  him  back 
upon  the  bed,  and(saw  that  he  was  gone,  I  went  out  in  the  stillness  of  the 
night  and  looked  up  upon  the  starry  heavens,  obscured  by  no  cloud,  and 
the  passage  came  over  me,  "  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the 
stars  forever  and  ever  ; "  and  there,  in  that  midnight  hour,  with  the  bright 
stars  above  and  around  me  for  witnesses,  I  solemnly  resolved  that,  by  God's 
grace,  the  great  ends  for  which  my  father  lived  should  be  the  ends  to 
which  my  life  should  henceforth  be  devoted.  (The  speaker  here  spoke  of 
the  intense  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  meet  so  many  in  the  ministry,  and  also, 
in  other  walks  in  life,  who  had  devoted  themselves  to  the  work  of  "  turning 
many  to  righteousness.")  He  has  gone,  but  he  still  lives ;  and  his  influence 
shall  continue  to  extend  onward  in  widening  circles,  until  they  shall  blend 
with  circles  wider  still  in  the  immortal  life  to  come. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  my  father's  death  was  greatly  and  widely 
mourned  by  all  classes,  for  all  felt  that  they  had  lost  a  counsellor,  a  guide, 
a  father  in  Israel.  One  little,  touching  incident  occurred  after  his  burial, 
which  may  not  be  unworthy  of  notice,  as  it  illustrates  the  wonderful  power 
of  his  genial  spirit  over  even  the  animal  creation.  A  gray  mare,  of  high 
spirit  and  very  untractable,  had  by  some  means  become  the  property  of 
the  mission.  No  one  could  manage  her.  One  of  the  missionaries,  bridle 
in  hand,  went  into  a  large  inclosure  where  she  was,  but  with  mouth  wide- 
open  and  an  unearthly  bray,  she  drove  him,  half  frightened  out  of  his  wits, 
across  the  field,  and  he  barely  saved  himself  by  putting  the  fence  between 
them.  Under  my  father's  management  this  mare  became  gentle  and  tract- 
able as  a  lamb,  and  a  warm  affection  grew  up  between  them.  She  was  my 
father's  pet,  and  she  manifested  a  wonderful  love  for  him.  She  could  open 
any  door,  gate,  or  barsj  and,  of  course,  went  wherever  she  pleased.  After 
the  burial,  this  mare  opened  the  stable-door,  passed  through  several  bars  and 
gates,  which  she  opened  for  herself,  and  at  last,  putting  her  head  in  his  study- 
door,  and  seeing  he  was  not  there,  she  passed  through  the  door-yard,  opened 
the  garden-gate,  and  entering,  placed  herself  over  the  fresh  grave ;  and 
for  hours  there  she  stood,  transfixed  with  unfeigned  grief,  and  it  was  with 
much  difficulty  that  we  succeeded  in  inducing  her  to  leave  that  charmed 
spot.  I  laid  my  head  upon  her  neck  and  wept,  but  there  was  more  joy 
than  sadness  in  those  tears,  for  I  felt  that  the  sublime  lessons  of  my  fath- 
er's life  were  written  out  in  letters  of  light,  which  would  never  grow  dim, 
and  that  in  his  example,  which  like  a  form  of  beauty  and  of  loveliness  was 
ever  before  me,  he  still  lived  and  would  ever  live  to  bless  not  only  his  fam- 
ily but  the  world. 
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In  the  extreme  delicacy  of  health  in  which  this  imperfect  sketch  has 
been  hastily  written,  and  in  the  great  brevity  which  I  have  prescribed  my- 
self, I  feel  that  I  have  come  far  from  doing  justice  to  the  theme ;  but  I 
must  proceed  in  the  briefest  manner  possible  to  touch  upon  a  few  points 
in  the  history  of  my  father's  family. 

The  eldest,  my  sister  Sarah,  was  a  woman  of  great  energy.  As  a 
teacher,  before  she  entered  upon  missionary  life,  but  especially  on  mission 
ground,  as  principal  of  the  Female  Seminary,  and  superintendent  of 
household  matters,  in  a  family  of  several  hundred,  both  which  offices  she 
sustained  at  the  same  time,  besides  superintending  the  sewing  department, 
in  which  the  Indian  girls  were  instructed  between  schools ;  it  was  often 
said,  and  I  think  justly,  that  she  performed,  and  successfully,  more  labor 
than  any  three  ordinary  women  would  have  been  able  to  accomplish. 
True,  she  worked  while  others  slept,  often  continuing  her  labors  until  after 
twelve  at  night,  and  seeming  to  have  an  iron  constitution,  which  nothing 
could  break  down.  She  had  a  well-cultivated  mind,  and  amidst  her  many 
cares  found  time  to  write  letters  in  behalf  of  the  missionary  work,  some 
of  which  were  published,  and  did  much,  in  connection  with  the  letters  of 
my  father,  to  awaken  a  missionary  spirit  and  thus  further  the  cause.  A 
prominent  officer  of  one  of  the  mission  boards  has  said  that  these  let- 
ters contributed  very  largely  to  the  creation  of  that  warm  missionary 
spirit  which  has  so  long  and  so  deeply  pervaded  New  England.  This 
sister  still  lives,  —  a  woman  of  rare  worth ;  but  some  other  pen  must  write 
her  praise. 

The  next,  my  brother  Hinman,  graduated  at  Princeton,  a  ripe  scholar, 
and  was  highly  complimented  by  the  faculty,  not  only  for  his  excellent 
scholarship,  but  also  for  the  noble  part  he  took  in  opposing  the  great  rebel- 
lion in  that  college,  in  which  the  doors  were  piled  up  for  fuel,  and  a  pro- 
fessor came  near  losing  his  life  by  a  cake  of  ice  thrown  from  an  upper 
story.  As  an  educator,  he  was  highly  complimented  by  the  legislature 
of  one  of  the  States,  and  a  United  States  Senator  pronounced  his  system  of 
education  the  best  in  the  land,  and  warmly  recommended  him  to  public 
confidence.  Ill  health  prevented  his  laboring  in  the  missionary  field,  and, 
requiring  life  in  the  open  air,  he  became  civil  engineer,  was  employed  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  superintending  its  public  works,  was  pro- 
nounced one  of  the  best  mathematicians  and  engineers  in  the  State,  had 
a  high  reputation  for  generosity,  giving  a  large  portion  of  his  salary  to  the 
poor ;  but,  through  exposure  and  too  severe  application  to  his  work,  he  sunk 
to  an  early  grave. 

The  next,  my  sister  Flora,  who  was  married  to  the  missionary,  Cham- 
berlain, was  a  woman  of  marked  piety,  and,  in  connection  with  her  hus- 
band, performed  an  immense  amount  of  missionary  labor,  both  among  the 
Indians  and  in  the  home  field.  She  had  a  wonderful  faculty  of  securing 
the  love  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  she  associated.  She  still  lives,  and 
possesses  a  wealth  of  excellent  qualities  which  I  shall  not  attempt  to  de- 
scribe. 

The  fourth,  my  brother  Milo,  distinguished  himself,  when  a  boy,  by 
an  encounter  with  a  robber,  in  which,  having  a  large  amount  of  mission 
funds,  which  he  was  bringing  from  the  bank,  he  boldly  defied  the  robber, 
and  to  the  surprise  of  all  who  heard  the  circumstances,  came  off"  victori- 
ous.    For  some  time  he  superintended  a  mission  station,  became  a  physician, 
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and  was  remarkably  successful  and  greatly  loved  and  respected  in  that  pro- 
fession. During  the  late  rebellion  he  suffered  himself  twice  to  be  robbed  of 
all  he  had,  rather  than  succumb  to  its  sway.  He  was  a  man  of  great  cour- 
age, and  firmness  for  the  right,  and  once,  before  the  war,  single-handed, 
with  his  rifle  kept  a  company  of  men  at  bay,  till  the  leader  tremblingly 
asked  him  to  spare  his  life.  He  was  remarkably  generous  and  warm  in 
is  affections.  Never  did  brother  owe  more  to  brother  than  I  owe  to  him 
for  his  kind  and  generous  sympathies.  The  last  I  heard,  he  was  still 
living,  and  his  letter  breathed  the  same  spirit  of  warm  brotherly  love. 

The  fifth,  my  sister  Ann,  was  considered  a  beautiful  and  very  amiable 
girl,  and  made  warm  friends  wherever  she  went.  She  labored  much  as  a 
teacher  and  in  other  ways  in  the  missionary  work,  was  an  angel  of  mercy 
at  every  sick  bed,  but  wore  herself  out  in  doing  good  to  others,  and,  warmly 
loving  and  beloved  by  all,  sunk  to  an  early  grave. 

The  sixth,  brother  Darius,  was  regarded  by  all  who  knew  him  as  a  man 
of  surpassing  excellence  in  the  qualities  both  of  mind  and  heart.  A  fin- 
ished scholar,  and  greatly  respected  and  loved,  he  performed  an  immense 
amount  of  successful  labor,  first  as  a  missionary,  afterwards  as  editor,  pas- 
tor, and  classical  and  theological  professor ;  was  wonderfully  genial  in  his 
social  relations,  and,  with  a  heart  full  to  overflowing  with  love  to  God  and 
love  to  man,  became  prostrated  "by  excessive  labors,  and,  under  injudicious 
medical  treatment,  passed  early  to  his  rest. 

I  have  been  requested  on  this  occasion  to  say  something  in  regard  to 
myself,  the  youngest  of  the  family ;  and  here,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
I  should  certainly  remain  silent.  But  in  the  freedom  of  this  family  meet- 
ing, I  have  so  far  overcome  my  modesty  as  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
others  and  present  a  few  facts  in  my  own  humble  career. 

In  my  father's  diary  I  find  the  following  on  the  day  of  my  birth : 

"Esther"  (the  name  of  my  mother)  "was  more  feeble  and  helpless 
than  usual,  and  we  have  been  criminal  in  our  anxiety  lest  all  would  not 
be  well.  Oh !  how  criminal  to  distrust  the  care  of  our  God  !  His  mercy 
endureth  forever.  To  teach  us  our  entire  dependence  on  him  for  happi- 
ness, he  frequently  gives  us  great  joy  when  we  expect  sorrow  ;  but  when  we 
look  for  pleasure  in  the  creature,  he  disappoints  our  hopes.  Oh,  merciful 
God,  give  us  more  fully  to  trust  thee  :  and  may  this  child  be  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  as  long  as  he  liveth  ;  may  he  be  trained  up  for  God,  be  a  blessing 
in  thy  church  on  earth,  and,  if  consistent  with  thy  will,  a  preacher  of  the 
everlasting  gospel,  turn  many  to  righteousness,  and  shine  in  the  kingdom 
of  glory  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever,  to  the  praise  of  sovereign  grace, 
through  Jesus  the  Redeemer.  Amen." 

I  inherited  a  very  feeble  constitution,  but  have  been  able  to  perform  a 
considerable  amount  of  labor,  first  as  missionary,  teaching  through  the  week 
and  preaching  on  the  Sabbath;  afterwards  as  pastor,  professor,  public 
lecturer  on  temperance,  slavery,  and  other  reforms  ;  and  also  as  an  evan- 
gelist, sometimes  preaching  and  lecturing  to  crowded  audiences  three  times 
a  day.  I  had  injured  my  health  by  too  close  application  to  study  at  Yale 
College,  and  now  these  excessive  labors,  together  with  injudicious  medical 
treatment,  greatly  prostrated  me  ;  but,  through  a  change  of  habits  of  living, 
and  the  great  mercy  of  our  covenant  God  and  Saviour,  I  still  continue, 
and  great!  7  rejoice  to  be  permitted  here  to  bear  testimony  to  the  faithful- 
ness of  God's  promises     "  The  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from  everlasting  to 
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everlasting  upon  them  that  fear  him,  and  his  righteousness  unto  children's 
children  ;  to  such  as  keep  his  covenant,  and  to  those  that  remember  his 
commandments  to  do  them." 

It  might  be  interesting  to  relate  more  particularly  some  of  the  incidents 
of  a  somewhat  eventful  life  ;  —  how,  in  traveling  in  Indian  wilds  till  after 
twelve  o'clock  at  night,  I  used  to  hear  the  panther's  scream  from  the  moun- 
tain-top ;  —  how  my  brother  and  myself,  with  rifle  and  torch-lights,  chased 
the  howling  wolves  farther  and  farther  back  on  the  mountain,  and  con- 
tinued the  chase  all  night  long,  in  the  hoj)e  of  finding  their  dens  ;  —  how, 
after  traveling  on  horseback  from  daylight  till  dark,  we  lay  down  weary 
at  night,  with  the  grassy  earth  for  a  bed,  and  the  starry  sky  for  a  covering, 
and  slept  sweetly  and  soundly  till  the  daybreak  again  summoned  us  to  re- 
new'our  journey  ;  —  how,  on  another  occasion,  after  sleeping  upon  the 
cold  mountain-top,  with  the  good  fortune  of  having  a  blanket  with  me,  I 
awoke  in  the  morning  to  find  my  clothes,  which  I  had  hang  upon  the 
bushes,  covered  with  icicles,  thus  making  a  brilliant,  if  not  very  comfort- 
able toilet ;  —  how,  riding  all  day  in  the  rain,  swimming  through  rivers  and 
losing  our  way,  we  came  down  the  mountain  by  mistake  on  the  same  side 
we  went  up,  to  find  ourselves  at  night  near  the  spot  we  had  left  in  the 
morning  ;  —  how  my  brother,  in  making  his  bridal  tour  with  his  new-married 
wife,  and  thinking  he  had  lost  his  way,  spent  the  night  in  the  woods  with 
saddles  for  pillows,  and  awoke  in  the  morning  to  find  himself  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  our  mission-station.  I  might  tell  you  how  1  came  near  being 
drowned,  when,  the  missionaries  being  in  the  Georgia  penitentiary  for 
rightousness'  sake,  I  was  assisting  in  taking  their  families  to  see  them,  and 
driving  a  two-horse  carriage  through  rivers,  one  of  which  was  twenty  feet 
deep,  and  being  told  by  the  by-standers  that  I  never  would  reach  the  other 
side  alive,  I  succeeded,  by  a  narrow  escape  and  the  special  providence  of 
God,  in  passing  safely  through. 

I  might  speak  of  my  early  experience  in  the  temperance  cause,  when, 
acting  as  agent,  collecting  facts  and  securing  subscribers  to  the  first  tern- 
perance  paper  published  in  the  United  States,  I  came  nearer  being  drunk 
than  at  any  time  in  my  life,  by  having  whiskey  clandestinely  infused  into 
the  cider  which  in  a  hot  day  was,  with  high  professions  of  hospitality,  offered 
me ;  and  I  then  adopted  for  myself,  what  I  have  never  since  violated,  a 
teetotal  pledge.  1  might  speak  of  the  humble  part  I  have  taken  in  my 
ecclesiastical  connections,  and  in  the  labors  of  a  public  lecturer,  in  the 
anti-slavery  cause,  when  I  had  to  contend  with  physicians,  lawyers,  leg- 
islators, judges,  ministers  ;  doctors  of  divinity  on  the  one  side,  and  doc- 
tors of  law  on  the  other,  with  no  small  sprinkle  of  the  mob  element  inter- 
mixed. (Here  the  speaker  referred  briefly  to  those  early  anti-slavery 
struggles  in  which  he  was  in  an  humble  way  associated  with  Chief-Justice 
Chase,  Gamaliel  Bailey,  Samuel  Lewis,  and  others,  in  the  great  cause  of 
human  liberty.) 

I  might  speak  of  the  still  more  radical  reforms  which,  in  my  deepest  con- 
victions, I  have  advocated ;  reforms  which  reach  far  down  into  all  men's 
bodily  habits,  as  well  as  their  social,  moral,  civil,  and  religious  relations,  and 
demand  an  entire  revolution  in  most  of  the  habits  and  usages  of  society,  as 
at  present  organized ;  but  this  would  extend  this  sketch  to  an  undue  length, 
and  perhaps  be  deemed  foreign  to  the  purpose  for  which  we  have  met.  I 
might  speak  of  the  grandchildren   of  my  father,  some  of  whom  have  al- 
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ready  taken  a  respectable  stand,  not  only  among  merchants,  mechanics,  and 
farmers,  but  also  among  scholars,  legislators,  judges,  and  officers  in  the  army ; 
but  the  time  for  this  will  be  when  our  children  meet.  (Here  the  speaker  re- 
ferred to  two  of  the  grandchildren,  who  were  officers  in  the  army,  and  made 
a  touching  allusion  to  Mission  Ridge,  so  named  from  his  father's  labors  on 
that  ridge,  when  one  of  those  grandchildren,  fired  with  the  recollection  of 
his  grandfather's  labors,  and  calling  on  his  grandfather's  God,  rushed 
boldly  into  the  front  of  the  battle,  was  taken  wounded  from  the  field,  but 
immediately  returned  to  his  command,  was  again  wounded,  supposed  mor- 
tally, but  in  three  weeks  took  his  command  again,  and  marched  under  Gen. 
Sherman  the  whole  round,  till  he  reached  and  assisted  in  taking  the  rebels' 
last  stronghold.  He  also  here  related  an  anecdote  of  a  traveler  who  had 
never  seen  watermelons.  Purchasing  one  of  an  old  colored  woman,  and 
saying  to  her,  "  You  must  tell  me  how  to  eat  it,"  she  replied,  "  Missus  gen- 
erally cuts  the  insides  out  and  gives  'em  to  me,  but  peoples  does  as  they 
pleases."  He  cut  the  inside  out,  and  eating  the  rind  said,  "  It's  pretty  good, 
but  I  don't  see  that  it  is  anything  to  brag  of."  The  speaker  said  he  did 
not  suppose  any  of  us  were  disposed  to  brag  of  the  Hoyt  family,  and  he 
hoped  nothing  he  had  said  would  be  regarded  in  the  fight  of  bragging  ;  but 
from  his  acquaintance  with  the  family,  he  thought  he  might  say,  that 
whatever  they  undertook,  they  were  not  apt  to  stop  at  the  rind,  and  he 
hoped,  in  all  the  great  interests  of  morality  and  religion,  they  would  never 
be  contented  to  eat  the  rind,  but  strike  deep  into  the  core.) 

I  cannot  conclude  without  saying  that  I  have  written  under  great  bodily 
infirmity,  solely  in  hope  of  accomplishing  some  good,  and  not  in  any  way 
to  glorify  the  Hoyt  family  ;  for  well  do  I  know  that  with  whatever  of  good 
we  may  have  been  instrumental  in  effecting  there  have  been  mingled  many 
and  marked  defects.  For  the  defects  we  have  great  cause  to  be  humble ; 
for  the  good,  to  Christ  and  to  Christ  alone,  belongs  the  glory. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  to  you  the  immense  gratification  I 
have  in  meeting  with  you,  and,  in  the  name  of  that  branch  of  our  t  family 
of  which  I  am  the  humblest  representative,  to  present  to  you  our  most 
cordial  greetings,  and  express  the  hope  that  the  Hoyt  Family  may  ever 
nobly  and  successfully  fulfil  its  high  and  godlike  mission,  that  of  ^glorify- 
ing God  our  Saviour,  and  in  all  personal  humility,  but  unshaken  confidence 
in  God,  contributing  its  influence  in  reforming,  elevating,  and  blessing  the 
world. 


The  following  was  prepared  by  Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  to  be  used  as 
a  closing  sentiment  for  the  last  meeting  at  Seely's  Hall :  — 

"  The  Hoyt  Family  —  In  all  humility,  but  with  high  purpose  and  holy 
trust,  may  it  ever,  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  prove  faithful  to  Truth,  to 
Humanity,  and  to  God ;  and  may  the  light  of  its  past  example  never  grow 
dim,  but  illumining  the  present,  grow  brighter  and  brighter  still  in  the 
unfolclings  of  the  future,  till  it  blends  itself  with  the  clear  sunlight  of  the 
Everlasting  Age  to  come." 
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The  "  Stamford  Advocate." 
This  paper  published  a  full  report  of  the  meeting,  and  in  some  cases  its 
language  has  been  adopted  in  this  report.     The  following  are  extracts 
from  its  issue  of  June  22,  1866  :  — 

Last  Wednesday  was  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  by  every  one 
whose  name  began  with  an  H  and  ended  with  a  T,  who  came  up  to 
the  great  gathering  of  the  Hoyts  to  greet  each  other  with  salutations  of 
friendship  and  good-will.  The  day  was  propitious,  the  very  sun  seeming 
to  shine  more  brightly  on  the  joyous  occasion. 

*********** 

Have  you  seen  a  Hoyt  ?  Have  you  any  Hoyts  ?  are  questions 
that  every  citizen  of  the  town  asks,  as  they  meet  each  other  upon  the 
street.  At  the  solicitation  of  the  Hoyts  of  this  place,  many  of  the  people 
have  thrown  open  their  doors  to  entertain  the  large  Hoyt  family  gathered 
here.  The  popularity  of  those  having  charge  of  the  affair  would  lead 
most  any  of  their  acquaintance,  in  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  accommoda- 
tion, to  accede  to  the  invitation,  but  the  generosity  of  the  people  and  the 
welcome  they  always  extend  to  strangers  are  proverbial,  and  we  are  glad 
they  throw  the  social  net  around  these  ladies  and  gentlemen  blessed  with 
the  name  of  Hoyt.  May  the  family  be  largely  increased,  till  they  out- 
number the  Smiths,  the  Browns  and  Joneses.  May  they  be  handed 
down  to  the  last  living  generation  upon  earth,  and  may  they  have  God's 
richest  blessing,  is  our  hope  and  prayer. 


THE  FAMILY  GATHERING. 

BY  MARGARET  E.  HOYT,   OP  CLINTON,   N.  J. 

The  following  note  and  poem  appeared  in  "  The  Evangelist,"  shortly  after  the  meet- 
ing at  Stamford. 

Messrs.  Editors :  —  The  account,  given  in  your  paper,  of  the  "  Hoyt  Family  Gather- 
ing," at  Stamford,  Conn.,  on  the  20th  ult.,  was  truly  impressive  and  suggestive.  Deeply 
regretting  my  inability  to  be  present  on  that  delightful  occasion,  I  have,  by  way  of  com- 
pensation, in  quite  unstudied  verse,  endeavored  to  arrest  and  embody  some  of  the 
"  fleeting  images  that  fill  the  mirror  of  the  mind,"  in  the  distant  contemplation  of  this 
interesting  scene.  If  you  deem  the  following  verses  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  columns, 
you  will  greatly  oblige 

One  op  The  Hott  Family  and  Name. 

THE  INVITATION. 

Upon  the  Summer  air  a  loud  call  rings,  — 

It  comes  from  Stamford's  hills  and  valleys  fair ; 
For  "  liberal  hearts,  devising  liberal  things," 

Have  sent  a  summons  far  and  wide ;  that  where 
The  name  of  Hoyt  (though  at  the  poles)  be  found, 

On  western  hemisphere,  or  e'en  the  east, 
To  rude  and  wild  Australia's  utmost  bound, 

Each  of  the  name  is  summoned  to  a  Feast. 


THE  FAMILY    GATHERING. 

"  The  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul," 

With  all  good  things  to  cheer  the  weaker  part, 
That,  as  the  stream  of  time  will  onward  roll, 

May  leave  its  impress  deeper  on  the  heart. 
For  love  and  unity,  the  magic  power, 

The  broken  family  chain  will  now  restore; 
Each  link  will  find  its  place,  and  from  this  hour 

The  scattered  tribe  will  be  a  band  once  more. 

New  England's  sweetest  custom !  thus  to  bring 

From  scenes  afar,  and  isles  across  the  sea, 
Her  sons  and  daughters  to  her  sheltering  wing, 

Like  scattered  feaves  around  the  parent  tree ; 
Soon  to  be  borne  by  soft  or  adverse  winds, 

Along  life's  sunny  slopes  or  toilsome  way ; 
Yet  love  will  be  the  golden  cord  that  binds 

Their  hearts  and  mem'ries  to  this  joyful  day. 
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They  come,  they  come,  responsive  to  the  call, 
With  joyous  hearts  and  eager  footsteps  all " 
Five  hundred  strong  they  come,  m  rank  and  file, 
Enter  the  church  and  march  along  the  aisle; 
Stand  back,  and  let  the  band  of  brothers  move, 
Their  motto  Unity,  their  banner  Love. 

From  California's  sands, 
From  the  far  Western  lands, 
From  homes  on  eastern  strands, 

Gathered  and  numbered;, 
Down  from  the  mountains  wild, 
Man,  maiden,  youth,  and  child, 
By  the  kind  call  beguiled. 

Came  the  Five  Hundred. 

Where  the  sweet  cottage  looms, 

Near  grand  palatial  domes, 

All  through  New  England's  homes, 

Loud  the  call  thundered ; 
From  halls  of  learning  came, 
Sons  of  science,  known  to  fame, 
Adding  lustre  to  the  name 

Of  the  Five  hundred. 

Ministers  of  God  are  there,  _ 
Of  pure  lives  and  records  fair, 
Whose  faith,  works,  and  virtues  rare 

Have  never  slumbered ; 
And  sons  of  song  and  letters  too, 
With  sons  of  labor,  good  and  true, 
And  "  toilers  of  the  sea,"  a  few, 

Swell  the  Five  Hundred. 
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That  characters  which  here  we  trace, 
Are  various,  as  each  form  and  face, 
And  minds  diverse,  though  of  one  race, 

Cannot  be  wondered ; 
But  written  deep  with  many  a  tear, 
The  sad  heart-histories,  that  ne'er 
Upon  the  surface  smiles  appear, 

Of  the  Five  hundred. 

Never  have  softer  skies 

Shone  upon  brighter  eyes ; 

The  youthful,  the  good  and  wise, 

Can't  be  outnumbered ; 
The  smiles  of  heaven  and  earth  so  fair, 
"  The  benediction  of  the  air," 
All  seem  to  linger  there, 

On  the  Five  Hundred. 

But  swiftly  the  moments  glide, 
Linger,  brothers,  side  by  side, 
For  in  the  world,  so  cold  and  wide, 

You'll  soon  be  sundered ; 
Yet  live,  that  when  the  call  shall  come, 
To  the  last  great  Gathering  home, 
You  then  may  meet  around  the  throne, 

All  the  Five  Hundred. 
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New  Jersey,  July  3d,  1866. 


THE  END. 


p., <t -'office  Address  of the  person  furnishing  this  record, 


State  of 

,'/,.  day  of 

and  he  resided  in 

( 

and 


the 


HOYT*  was  born  in  ,  County  of 

diiy  of                                     ,  A.  D.  ;  and  died  in 

,  A.  D.                     i  aged                              .     His  occupation  mas  that  of  a 

.     lie  was  the  son  of  and 

)  f  IIOl'T,  *  who  resided  in  ;  and  the  grandson  of 
(                                                  )  t  HO  1  rT,  *  who  res  ided  in 


,A.  D. 


the  ttime,  the  day  of 

She  was  the  daughter  of 

unit  this  was  her  ^marriage.      She  die, I  tin'  day  of 

The  above  named  and 


,   to 


,  lrhi>  resilleil  in 

,  A.  D.  ,  aged 

( 


/,„,/  children,  whose  names  and  history  are  recorded  in  thejbllowing  blanks: 

(If  i-itliti-r  wn?  married  mare  than  once,  tlie  particulars  should  be  given  here.) 


•The  word  Hoyt  should  he  crossi-d,  and  the  true  spelling  written  c 
t Fill  parenthesis  with  maiden  surname.        X  Write  om-y,  him,  s 


i  be  written  above  another. 


Date  of  Maiuua 


above  another. 


He  was  married 


)1HOYT* 


nd  Place  Age  i 


Tost-Offlce  Address  of  the  person 

furnishing  tin's  record. 

■Dare, 

Sta 
the 
and 

( 

and 
the 
She 

HOYT*  was  bom  in 

,  County  of 
;  and  died  in 
.     His  occupation  was  that  of  a 
and 
;  and  the  grandson  of 
led  in 

tried 

c  of                                         ,  the                   day  of                                     ,  A.  L 

day  of                                  ,  A.  D.                  ,  aged 
he  resided  in                                                            ■     He  was  the  son  of 
)  t  HO  YT,  *  who  resided  in 

(                                             )  fHOYT,*whoresi 
\  time,  the                   day  of                                ,  A.  D.                   ,  to 

He  was  ma 

and  this  was  her                   ^marriage.     She  died  the               day  of                                  ,  A.  D.                   ,  aged 

The  above  named.                                                                and                                                                 (                                                )f  I10YT* 
had                            children,  whose  names  and  history  are  recorded  in  the  following  blanks: 

(If  either  was  married  more  than  once,  the  particulate  should  he  given  here.) 

•The  word  Hoyt  should  be  crossed,  and  the  true  spelling  written  over  it,  when  the  name  of  a  family  is  spelled  in  any  other  way. 
t  Fill  parenthesis  with  maiden  surname         t  Write  only,  first,  second,  or  third,  as  the  case  may  be. 

No.o, 

Child. 

Christian  Name. 

Date  and  Place 
of  Birth. 

If  Married,  to  Whom.                   I>atk  of  Marriage. 

Residence. 

Date  and  Place 
op  Death. 

OS. 

1 

2 

S 

4 

5 

1              1 

Write  namori  in  full.    When  nu 
can  be  written  above  another. 

Write  the  place,  un- 
der the  date. 

If  not  married,  write  the  word  unmarried.    Ii  married 
ni"i.-  than  rmce,  writ..-  the  names  and  dates  in  order,  one 
above  another. 

If  moro  than  one,  give 

Write  the  place  un- 
der the  date. 

■Post -Office  Address  of  the  person  furnishing  this  record, 


Stale  of 

HO  IT  *  was  born  in 
,  the                  day  of                                  ,  A. 

D.                   ;  and 

.     His  oceupatioi 

;  and  tl 
sided  in 

,  Covn/i/  nf 
died  in 

i 

and  he  resided  in                                                         •     He  was  the  son  of 
(                                                )  t  HO  IT,  *  who  resided  in 

and 
e  grandson  of 

and                                            (                                            ^\HOYT.*  whore 

He  tras  married 

the 

She 

,A.  D. 

to 

,  who  resided 

and  this  was  her                   |  marriage.     She  died  the              day  of                                  ,  A.  D. 

The  abate  named                                                                 and 
!,,,<]                          children,  whose  mimes  and  history  are  recorded  in  thefoMovring  blanks: 

(If  either  was  married  mere  than  unco,  th>-  particulars  should  be  given  here.) 

,  ar/ed 
(                                          )\U01T* 

"The  word  Uovr  should  he  crossed,  and  tin-  true  siie-llin  cj  will  Ion  over  it,  when  th..  name  of  a  family  is  spelled  in  any  other  way, 
t  Fill  parenthesis  with  maiden  surname.        t  Write  only,  btrst,  second,  or  THIRD,  as  the  case  may  be. 

c££. 

„   „- ,  M.„„                            Date  and  Place 

Christian  Name.                               0„  BlItTH. 

It?  Married,  to  Whose. 

Date  of  BXarriags. 

ItliSIDEXOE. 

Date  axd  Place        1  Ageai 
of  Death.                 Death. 

1 

1 

o 

4 

■J 

' 

• 

Write  nam.,    in  full,     \N  1 

can  be  written  above  another. 

Write  the  place  un- 
der the  date. 

If  not  married,  write  the  word  unmarried.     II  married 
u,  ,iv  than  i  nee    write  the  nanus  and  il.it.-.  in  order,  one 
ahove  another. 

If  ni'iret.ianone.give 
each. 

Write  tlu-  place  un- 
der the  clute. 

e  than  nine  children,  paete  >■»  <>  strip  rd'pap<  r  here,  ■<»•>  continue  the  record,    if  the  children  are  not  at/  by  the  ,>-    ■  .<.v  <v  statal  ty  writing  "CliUdn  n  oj  SI  -  ond  Wife,"  or  "Children, 

n'ifr."  ax  tin  ■  ,..,  ,u  u,  /.. ,  iii  a  blank  abov  th  r  c  rdo/mah  children. 


Post-Office  Address  of  t?ie  person  furnishing  this  record, 


LIST      OF      SO  Lpl  E  II  S 

BEARING    THE    NAME    Off    HOYT.     HIOUT,     HAJGHT,     HYATT, 


EEVIGl 


If  promoted,  each  rank  should  be  given.      Further  particulars  as  to  the  soldier's  present  residence,  the  family   to   which    he   belongs,   battles  engaged  in,  s]  endered,  wounds 

received,    burial-place  of  those  who   died,  etc.,   may  be  given   on  a  separate  paper. 


ADDRESS    OF    HEADS    OF    FAMILIES 

HEARING    THE  NAME    OF    HOYT,    HIGHT,    11AK.11T,    HYATT,  eto. 


POST  OFFICE. 


Each  one  is  requested    to   write    in    the  above  blanks   the    nami     and    address    of  every  head  of    a  family   bearing  eithei   of    the   above  names,   of  vvl he    has  an)    certain 

whether   related  to  his  own  family  or  not      This  is  intended  to   include  those  who  did   not  attend  the  Stamford  Meeting,  as  well  as   those  who  did  attend;    and  those  connected   with  tl'e 
family    by   marriage  or  descent,   though    aot  bearing   the  name,  may  be  inserted  here. 


.■  a   strip  of  paper  h>  r.  ,  nn<l 


" 


TO  THE  HOYT  FAMILY. 


At  tin-  Hoyi  Family  ncslinjr.'heul  at  Stanford,  ConiL'<  .frnie  20th  hud  ilst,  1866,  THE  IIOYT  FAMILY 
UNION  was  formed,  "of  whirl,  ,,11  bearing  1 1  m  -  name  ar mbers." 

One  object  of  tlii-  organization  i-  "10  coll  'C|  and  publish  facts  relating  in  the  genealogy  of  tlie  Hoyi  Family" 
The   Genealogical   History  published   In   David  VV.  Hoyt   in    1857  was  accepted  as  the  basis  of  ilia  work  to  us  issued 

by  the  Union,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  add  the  genealogy  of  all  the  lloyts  nol  inenli -d  in  thai  work,  together  with 

an  account  lit'  tin-  late  family  meeting.     As  many  of  the  Haytl,  Haights,  ami  High's  are  descended  from  the  same  stock 

as  the   Hoyls,  and  as  Hyatt  and    Hoyt  ar iiietiiin-.-  n-i-il  inteii-liniin.-  il.ly,  it   l.i-einm-s   necessary  to  trace  the  History 

of  all  families  which  bear  the  various  in--   Hoyt,  //oil.  Hoilt,  High/,  Hayl,    Hail,  II  light.   Hyatt,  Hialt,  etc.     To  ail 

persons  who  write  their  names  in  either  of  these  ways,  tin-  circular  is  therefore  addressed. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOYT  FAMILY  UNION. 

President,  Joski-h    11.    Hoyt,   Stamford,  Connecticut.         Secretary,   David    \V.    Hoyt,   Providence    Rhode    1  land 
PERMANENT   COMMITTEE. 

.Maim  —  II. m.  .1 ph  G.  Hoyt,  Farmingto'n.  Illinois— James  L.  Hoyt,  Woodstock. 

New   IIami-smiki- — Aaron  li.  Hoyt,  Sandwich.  Michigan— William  C.  Hoyt,  Detroit. 

Vkhmont — William  Henry  Hoyt,  Burlington.  Wisconsin — John  W.  Huyi,  Madi  on. 

Massachusetts — Dr.  Enos  Hoyt,  Framingham.  Minnesota— Gould  R.  Hoyt,  Lake  City 

Rhodi    Island— David  W.  Hoyt,  Providence.  Iowa— Charles  Hoyt,  South  English. 

(unn:.  in  n — Foseph  IS.  Hoyt,  Stamford.  Missouri— True  W.  Hoit,  St.  Louis.t 

New   Yoiik— Dr.  Willium  Henry  Hoyt,  Syracuse.  Tknnessek— Prof,  .h -  W.  Hoyt.  Nashville. 

Nevi   Jkhsky — Rev.  James  Hoyt,  Orange.  Calii'OKN  v  —  Ira  (;.  Hoitt.  San  Francisco. 

Pennsylvania — Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt.  Wilkesbarre.  Okegon — foseph  Hoyt,  Salem 

Ohio—  Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyi. Oherlin.*  Nkw   Uki  nswick— Liopold  A.  II. m.  Hillsborough. 

Indiana  —  Pn.f.  Benjamin  T.  Hoyi,  Greencastle.  Nova  Scotia — lesse  Hoyi,  New  Glasgow. 

PUBLICATION    COMMITTEE. 

David  \Y.  Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Island  ;   Rev.  .lame-  Hoyt,  of  New  Jersey;   Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford.  Connecticut, 

It  was  mnde  the  duty  of  each  membet  of  the   Permanent  I  '..nun!'. .-  to  aitenil  to  the  eollecl f  information  its 

his  own  Stat.-,  ami  tin-  that  purpose  he  i-  to  appoint   such  auxiliary  Co  nmiitees  a-  may  be  necessary.     He  is  n  quested 
in  ke.-p  the   Secretary  informed   of  the   progress   of  the  work    in    his    State,  and    to    transmit    to    him    all    papers  and 

information   collected.     (Subscriptions  to  the  book,  or  to  ihe  publical fund,  should,  however,  b.    seal   to  Rev.  James 

Hoyt,   ti ge,   N.J.)     To  facilitate  ihe  colheti .1   information,  the  Committee  directed  ihe  Secretary  to  prepare 

this  circular,  with  instructions  and  blank  forms,  to  he  sent  by  each  member  to  every  family  in  his  district  bearing  .  ither 

.it    tin-  alum-  names. 

Any  Hoyt,  flight,  Haight,  or  Hyatt,  to  whose   notice  this  may  i is,  is  therefore  requested   t"  aid   the  enter]    isi 

by  filling  the  blank*  ace panying  this  circular,  giving  his  own   family  and  thai  of  his  father  and  grandfatlier.     He  is 

also  requested  lo  add,  if  possible,  the  family  nl   his  greai  grandfather,  or,  at   least,  the  names  and  residences  of  at)   the 

brothers  and   sisters  of  his  grandfather  of  whom    he   has  any  knowledge.     If   I n   add   the   family  record   of  any 

generation  further  back,  or  of  other  later  families.  H  will  make  his  contribution  -till  m valuable,     [i  is  not  intended 

10  in.  'In. I    Ihe  children  of  daughters   marrying  into  other  families..      Winn  the  blanks  are  filled,  they  should  be  senl  to 
Ihe  committee  for  the   State,  or  t"   the   Secretary.     It'  the   number  of  blanks   furnished   i-  nol   sufficient,  more  can  be 

obtained  of  i lie   State   Ci ittee,  or  the   same   forms  can    be  employed  in  writing  out  the  family  record.     Even  if  a 

in iscripl  genealogy  has  already  been  furnished,  greater  minuteness  .it'  detail  may  I"-  secured  by  filling  and  r 

thi    accompanying  blanks.     When   a   family  is  i 1    in   the  old  editi if  the    Family  History,  only  corrections  and 

additions  should  be  forwarded,  with  a  refere to  the  place  of  the  family  in  that  book 

It  -lintilil  be  .-taied  in  all  eases  whether  the  returns  are  based  upon  memory  ami  tradition,  or  upon  a  written  record 
If  the  latt.-r  is  the  case,  the  age  and  character  of  the  record  should  be  stated. 

Can-  should  be  taken  thai   the  writing  be  perfectly  plain,  especially  in  names  and  initials.      For  i.ist. o,  /  and  J 

standing  alum-  can  not  be  distinguished  unless  the  printed  forms  are  used,  or  the  /  is  always  made  wholly  above  the  line 
and  the  ./  partly  below.     Names  and  date-  should  bo  given  in  full. 

The  Post  Office  address  of  ihe  person  who  furnishes  ihe  record  should  be  given,  in  order  that  the  Secretary  may 
communicate  with  him  if  necessary. 

•The  present  add ofBCT.C.A   Hoyt  is  Dansville,  N    V  tCoreofJai ttiug    ind.  Co 


Ii  i<  desired  that  as  perfissl  a  record  as  possible  should  be  made  of  all  soldiers  bearing  the  name,  who  served  either 
during  the  late  rebellion  or  in  previous  war-. 

It   i-   proposed   that   the   Secretary    shall   keep  a  full  list  .if    all   heads   •■/"   fumilies.  bearing   either   ol    the   above 

names,  in  order  that  In*  may  tie  able  t<»  r !i  every  member  of  the  family  by  means  of  circulars.     Earl,  one  i-  therefore 

requested   to  lill   the   blank-   prepared   for  this  purpose:     Am    permanent  change   of  Posl    Office  address   should  be 
communicated  to  the  Secretat*    that  Ins  li-i  inn.   I.-  rected. 

It  is  desirable  thai  e ■  one  i :li  town,  where  the  family  i-  largely  represented,  should  i 

a  list  of  all  the  voters  bearing;  i  iiher  ol  the  above  names,  and,  after  adding  the  whol imber  of  voters  in  the  town, 

forward  it  with  liis  family  recbrd. 

II  any  old   family  i  re, ml-  are   in  existence,  a    verbatim   copy  should    be   sent,  in  addition   to   filling    tin 

..I   the  family  are  therefore  requested   in  exam  bibles,  wills,  town   records,  church  iv 'ds,  etc., 

Hud  obtain  tberefroin  such  information   respecting  the.  Ihmily  as  can  be  found,     [f  it  is  possible  to  send  old  documents 
in  the  Secretary,  he  will  return  them  as  may  be  rcquc.-ted. 

Traditions,  anecdotes  ol  liffi-r. lividual  1   brief  .stnten  .-arions  positions  occupied  by  tin  m,  may 

In-  written  ■ nother  sheet  ol  paper  and  forwardi  .1  with  the  gen  So  one  need  fear  t ake  the 

ncwhat  full,  as  the  author  will    select   I litem    such   portions   a- mm    be   adapted  to  the   pan   ol    lli 

Information  ri-lating  fo  any  Hoy  I  should  b  lungs  tu  the  writer's  immediate   latnilj  or  not. 

\i,  one  should   hcgte.fl   Hi  send   i    report    because   be  cannnl    give  all    the   particular,    di- 
ll,,   blanks  can  be  left  unfilled.      I  linugli  ea  Ii  01       I1011IO  nwki    the  report  a-  full  as  possible,  yel  the  most  meagn    return 
inav  be  i  ilready  in  the  bands  of  the   Secretary. 

To  those  who  have  already  subscribed   lor  the  proposed    Family  History,  the  work  will   I..-  I 

nt,  at  three  dollars  per  copy.      It]  ...    subscribers  will  be  furnished  with  the  book  at   ihe  same,  rate  ; 

1 i-  only  live  hundred  copies  will  be  publishi  hem  should  forward  their  nana     at  once 

I,,  Rkv.  Jamics   II'.vt,  Orange,  N.J.     In  addition   to  the   subscriptions  for  ihebotk.it   is  propo-ed  lo  raise  a  fund  of 
fsL'.:,()ii  i  piiratinn  and  publication  ol  Ihe  Family  His  orv.       \  list  t.l  sub.  I  perhaps 

■fibers    for  Ihe   book,   vyill    be   published    in   the   volume.      While  il    i-    ptoposed  to  print   the 
btanel of  the  family  down  to  modern  limes,  onl)  the  families  of    ueli  subscribi  rs  as  desire  it,  will  be  ghl  down  ... 

A  pamphlet  of  H4  pages  has  heen  published,  containing  a  r -d  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Stamford  meeliug    the 

addresses  delivered,  a  roll  of  rhe   members   in  attendance,  etc.     Great   pains  has  been   taken  to  perfect   the  roll,  but  if 
mistakes  are.  discovered,  the  Secretarj  should  he  notified,  that  they  titaj  be  corrected  when   ihe    History  appears.     This 

pamphlet  has  already  heen  forwarded  in  those  who  have  subscribed  for  it.     Other  copies  will  be  mailed  lo  

In  ilir  Secretary  of  the  Union,  on   receip  its  each,     The   Publication   Committee,  in  accordance  with  the 

expressed   wish  of  main  tnbers  ol   ':.  made  this   record   much  fuller  than  was  at   lirsi   comet 

A    large    number  of  extra   copies   musl    be  sold    before   a    sufficient   amount   will  have    heen    received    to  defray   ihe 
of  printing. 

Copie-t  of  a  snug  and  music,  in  sheel  form,  with  pi accompani tit,  written  for  the  gathering  by  Rev.  James 

II.im  of  Orange,  X.  .1..  may  be  obtained  of  the  author,  or  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Union,  at  thirty  cenl 

te  family   photographs  taken  at  Stamford  may  be  obtained  "l    Whitney  &   Paradise,  585  Broadway, 
New  York,  at  three  dollars  each. 

The  Committee  would  he  pleased  to  receive  any  suggestions  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  another  family  meeting. 

DAVID    W.    HOYT, 

Secretary  of  The  Hoyt  Family  Union. 
Providence,  R.   I..  October.  1860. 


DEC  14  1928 


